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offer Blair 
reform pact 

Coalition plan to keep Tories out 


Branson looks for the 
cloud in his silver lining 


RffrmCIA WYNN DAVIES 

Poifticai Correspondent 

Paddy Ashdown, the liberal 
Democrat le^er. is wiOiog to 
join a coalition with L^tout af- 
ter the nest election as a means 
of creating a long-lasting 
agenda for hanging Britain. 

. Mr Ashdown will make dear 
in a keynote lecture next Moo- 
that a post-election agree- 
ment to work with Labour is an 
option his par^ would be pre- 
pared to embrace. The spe^ 
marks his latest move doser to 
Labour following hk declaration 
last year that he would not 
keep the present Conservative 
administration in power in the 
event of a hung parliament. 

According to a Liberal De- 
mocrat source, Mraiday’s lecture 
> directed at Mr Asbdown’s own 
party as much as to the country 
at large - will build on the 
ground first set out by the Lib- 
eral Democrat leader in his 
.Vfay 199Z speech at Chard 

He said ther *ha; his parly 
should "reach out to those vho 
might share an agenda for 
refortn". 

Thc arithmetic of the eiecdoo 
resole Bright leave Mr Ash- 
down with little to talk about. 
But co-operation from the lib- 
eral Democrats could free a 
Tony Blair government from re- 
lyii^ on Labour left-wingers, 
while a fruitful political part- 
nership could ensure continu- 
ing support from the third party 
in a subsequent parliameoL 

Peter Mandelson. Lahonr 
MP for Hartlepool and a close 
confidant of Blair, has al- 


ready argued for a post-election 
paawith the Libera] Democrats 
even if Labour is elected with 
a majority, "to assure a longer 
term, stable, left-of-centre 
governmenr. 

The establishment of a left- 
of-centre coalition lasting a full 
parliamentary term and be- 
yond would present a historic 
sea-change in British poUtics. 

The Liberal Democrat leader 



Ashdowru Speech to outline 
plans after the Section 

is exp^ed, in the roeech to par- 
ty activists in London, firmly to 
esiphasise his party's policy o[ 
carving out a dtstinctive identi- 
ty vdiidi differs in significant 
ways from Labour’s, and he re- 
peated previous challenge for 
Labour to set out its policies in 
more detail and embr^ a pro- 
portional voting system for the 
Commons. 

He win also specifically leave 
open the possibility of lus par- 
ty attempting to exert influence 
tom the opposition benches. 


A source said, however "He 
wflj be saying to people, don’t 
just think: about polling d^. We 
have to think about He aftCT the 
election. We have to construct 
an agenda, the groimd on which 
someth^ bigger can be builL 
It is not just a question of keep- 
ing the llxies ouL It is t^tout en- 
suring that progressive parties 
in this country n^e an impacL" 

Suppnt &T tile new Asraenvn 
position has alreat^ come from 
the senior Liberal Democrat 
Ibm McNally, one of the new 
peers named in the New Year’s 
Honours list and a long-time ad- 
vocate of closer linbt with 
Labour. >Wting in the winter is- 
sue of the Refimner, the liber- 
al Democrat policy journal, he 
said: "If as seems . . . likely, 
there is an unstoppable 
groundsx'el! for rhatiga then we, 
the Liberal Democrats, ha\'e to 
be part of that mood and 
momenttim. 

’*1 do not see it as inevitable 
that the role of the Iffieral Oe- 
moorats post-general election is 
either coalition partners or 
sleeping partners to a Blair 
gov'enunenu Equally impor- 
tantly neither do I rule either 
prospect out of court.'’ 

Nfr Ashdown had "earned 
the right to tile par^ to trust 

him to be a little daoDg," Lord 
McNalK', a former Labour MP 
and political adviser to Jim 
Callaghan, said. 

Mr Blair has conceded on 
several occasions that Labour is 
not the sole occupant of the cen- 
tre-left and said tiiat he tries not 
to be "tribtd" in his thinking. 

Politics, p.^ 6 




Queen will Millennium show 

nrt rescue f a designer 
duchess , , . , ® 

but not a home 


LOUISE JURY 

The Queen wiD not help the 
DodKss of York who reportedly 
has debts of more than £lm. 
"These are matters which the 
Duchess of York must discuss 
and resolve with her bankers 
and other financial advisers”, a 
I^lace spoknman said. 

"Tte Durfiess of York’s bua- 
ness ventures are conducted 

S uite separate^ from any roy- 
I duties, and any transactions 
resulting from them must be re- 
soNed between the Dudiess and 
her hu-siness associates and 
) cr^tois. They are not a mat- 
ter for the OueerL” 

The Duchess confirmed she 
was making "huge” cutbacks 
"But the state of my financial 
accounts is not anybody else's 
business”. Media reports yes- 
terday quoted Royal sources as 
saying that tile Duchess had an 
overdraft "certain^ not less , 
Ihan flm” at Coutls. 

The Duke and Duchess sep- 
arated, four years ago vtiien a 
settlement by the Queen 
is thought to have included 
£1.4 million placed in a trust 
fund for their two dau^te^ 
Bealrice, seven, and Eugenie, 
five. Prince Andrew is betieved 
to the Duchess £15,000 a 
year in addition to the girls' 
n0.000-a-year school fees. 

The Durness is said to have 
a staff larger than the Princess 
of Whtes at an estimated cost of 
£32,000 a month. 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The Mnieanium Commission 
has indicated it will award the 
prestigious contract fora grand 
exhibition to celebrate the 
arrival of the 21st century to a 
London desi^ consultancy 
ffaiiwt imaginadoiL But it is still 
divided over a site for the event 
in a battle between Grcenwidi 
in south-east London, and 
Birmingham. 

The nine commissioners, 
headed by Virginia Bottomley, 
the Secretary of State for Na- 
tional Herila|e, met yesterday 
to compare bids. They are ex- 
I pee le d to give £200m towards 
the year-long exhibition, which 
could cost a total o££S00iil 

The sujmoit for Ima^nation, 
which designed the Dinosaur 
GaDeiy for the Natural Histo- 
ly Museum and the Cadbury 
Fanta^ Eactoiy, a chocolate 
museum in Binningham, was 
the first move tonerds a fii^ de- 
cision. But indications that the 
design consultancy has been 
successful does not mean that 
its competitor, a consortium in- 
chiding the MAI Group, led by 
Lord HoOick, and N12000 bead- 
ed by Touche Ross, the man- 
agex^t consultancy, has been 
completely ruled out 

Both 'Birmingham and 
Greeowiefa have kririried friri- 
to host the event which 


is eiqpected to attract 50 million 
risitcHS. Th^ aim to create a cel- 
ebration that will matdi the 
Great Eihibition of 1851. 

The represenlalh-es of both 
sides said they were neck and 
neck yesterday. Greenwich 
hopes to transform a 130-acre 
derehet site on the river 
Thames, while Birmingham 
plans aste around the National 
Bchibition Centre (NEQ. 

But there was spKulation the 
Greexnridi site has emerged as 
the front runner, rince Tmagi- 
natioo has been asked for more 
details on bow it would use this 
land. It is backed ty the local 
Peter Bottomley, Mrs Bot- 
fnmley ^g hw^nd, and its eham- 
pions say London is the natural 
home the celebrmions, es- 
pecially a site on the Merid'an 
which is strongjv' symbolic. 

The oxganiseis hope to raise 
£50m from the Corporation of 
the CiU' of London to snj^jort 
the evrau and Michael H^l- 
tine, the depunr prime minister, 
is un&rnood to be en- 
thusiastic about die south-east 
London rite. 

But Birmingham has power- 
ful aqiport from those critics of 
the Looeiy vriio daim too mudi 
money has been concentrated 
on the capitaL Its backets say 
the NEC is alreac^' a function- 
ing ejdubhion rirg able to deal 
with large numbers of people.. 



BRIEF 


Naked car protest 
A naked woman daubed with 
anti-car slogans reduced a 
cathedral service to near chaos 
as 1.000 people marked 100 
vears of the motor car. Phge3 


Petrol price war 

A fuel price war sn^ across the 
natkm’s forecourts ye^erday, 
IIP IP -l.4p off the price 
of a Utre' of SS»U four-star 
petrol. Page 2 


CHARLES ARTHUR 
Marrakesh 

Richard Branson was treading 
carefkilly yestmtiay after dis- 
coverii^ that his plan to make 
the first non-stop cirenm- 
narigation of the world by bal- 
loon may have bem punctured 
inadvertently hy his hosts in 
Morocco. 

Mr BcansoD (above) revealed 
that a Hercules aircraft be- 
lon g iii g to Kii^ Hassan ITs 
fKgtii had blown gravel and grit 
iwtA hangar hmiCTi^ 

his \izgiD Global OiaHenger 
bafiooo wiiea taking off , and 
could have put undetectable - 


rat catastrophic - boles in the 
170-fbot canoiff. The dynamics 
of tile huge bdium49led baSooD, 
are so fin^balanoed thata tear 
just the size (rfa fii^atip would 
halve hs ahilhy anti add 
f^d^ to the planned 18-day 
drcnmnav%atuHi. 

Mr Branson and the bal- 
loon's apont^ temn have been 
inspecting the ihAnaands of 
square feet of high-^rength sO- 
ver {dastic for any signs <^dam- 
age. “We did a coiqde of 
smaO stones,” Mr Branson said. 
So fei; no hides have turned up, 
tfaoo^tis team admits th^^wiD 
not be sure until the baBoon is 
infhted . That wiD not be dime 


until all the other prepara- 
tions are complete and weath- 
er conditions are rigbL 
Ihae are two other douds on 
Mr Branson's horizon. The 
first is that a rival balloonist, 
Henk Brink of the Nether- 
lands, wants to beat him to the 
non-stop prize, and yesterday 
announc^ that he hoped to 
take off on Sundaji 
The other pnMem is that 
every conn try over which the 
Vli^n luilloon will cross has so 
Car given permission for his 
flight - Morocco's clos- 

est ne^hboni; Algeria. 

Bnt Mr Branson refuses to 
feel deflated for now. 
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Yeltsin rea^y 
to sacrifice 
100 hostages 


PHIL REEVES 
near Pervomayskoye 
HUGH POPE 
Istanbul 

Russian forces yesterday set 
out to obliterate ftrvomayskoye 
and aD its inhabitants - rebel 
and hostage - after two days of 
humiliating and public fafluie 
to capture the tiny Caucasian 
villa^. 

Salvo after salvo was fired 
from Grad rocket launchers at 
the collection of wooden and 
mud huts where up to 250 
Chechen rebels have been de- 
fying the might of the Russian 
army. A final onslaught is ex- 
pected today. Russian officials 
bluutly wrote off the chances of 
the estimated 100 men, women 
and children hostages still 
unaccounted for. 

Meanwhile, a Black Sea fer- 
ry packed with Russian trippets 
was lurching through stormy 
weather under the control of a 
band of beav^-armed hijack- 
ers. sympathetic to the Ch^en 
cause. The gunmen were threat- 
ening to blow up thCw^vTo^ in 
the Bo^horus strait with near- 
fy 200 people on board unless 
tile assault on Pervomayskoye 
was stopped. The seizure of the 
ageing ferry on Tuesd^ night at 
the Turkish port of Irabzon 
marked (he first time the 
Chechen conflict had spread 
outside Russia's borders. 

^th the situation threaten- 
ing to roiral out of control, and 
the autnority and reputation of 


ing to roiral out of control, and 
the autnorijfy and reputation of 
President fitoris Yeltsin's gov- 
ernment severely damaged at 
home and abroad, it was con- 
firmed that Chechens had also 
seized and abducted 30 work- 
ers at an electric power plant in 
the Chechen capital Grozny 
on Tuesday. 

There were growing indica- 
tions of Western unease at 
Russian bruiaJiiy yesterday, 
mhed with condemnation of the 
Chechen actions. The White 
House reiterated its concern; 
Germany urged Moscow lo ex- 
ercise restraint; and Baroness 
Chalker, Minister for Overseas 
Development told the House 
of Lords she believed that 


unnecessary brutali^ had been 
used. "The reporting to date 
seems to suggest that excessive 
force has been used in the at- 
tempt to free the hostages and 
indeed in the general fitting,” 
she said. Council of Europe of- 
ficials said the assauh could hurt 
Russia’s appUcation to join the 
group, considered the club of 
European democracies. 

Seekix^ to justify their assault 
on Pervom^sloiye, the Russians 
yesterday reiterat^ claims that 
the Cb^ens were executing 
the hostages th^ have held for 
a week. "Because the situation 
is becoming more complicated, 
we have deoded to condude the 
operation,” said Major Gener- 
al Alexander Mikhailov, a 
spokesman for the Federal Se- 
curify Service, a successor to the 
KGB. Asked about the fate of 
the hostages, he said: “'We have 
little hope for them.” As many 
as 41 hostages were claimed to 
have been freed in the last two 
days of fitting. 

In Istanbul it emerged that 
Mohammed Ibpcan, the chief 
hgacker on board tfae.^iTtz^, 
and his half-dozen guiraen, 
come from a community of 
lUrif^ citizems descended from 
more than a million pecmle 
forced to flee the Ikuisi and ^ 
viet conquests of the Caucasus 
in the pi^t century. 

"Wie have done this in the 
name of unity and indepen- 
dence of the North Caucasus 
state [of 1918],” Mr Ibpcan said 
in one of maiiy sbip-to-shore 
telephone imeiviews on Turk- 
ish television shows. Last niglu 
the ferry was heading for the 
port of Sinop, where Mr Top- 
can said he might release some 
of the hostages. 

No Britons are reported to be 
aboard. Estimates say there 
are tom 100 lo 150 Russians, 
about 40 Turkish passengers, 40 
Turkirii crew and a ^rini^g of 
other former Soviet nationali- 
ties. The only casuaify so far re- 
ported is a Turkish port ofSciaJ, 
wounded in the foot when he 
tried lo oppose the hijac king . 

Russians close page 8 
News analysis, page 13 
Leading ar^e, page 14 
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Jobs at risk 
as Shell 



fuels petrol 




^ 4 


price war 


maryrmsan 
I ndustrial Correspondent 


A peuvl price war swept across 
the forecourts yesterd^. taking 
up to 4.^ off a line of ^eD fuel, 
and provoking the abandon- 
ment of Esso’s long-established 
Tiger Tokens. The l^trol Re- 
tailers' Association said thou- 
sands of petrol fitntin n-g OOUld gO 
out of business, with the loss of 
up to 50,000 jobs. 

Shell's price-cutting move 
underlines a growing Mcklasb 

the big oil compames against 
cut-throat pricing at super- 
market petrol stations, which 
nofw account for about a quar- 
ter of UK sales. 

Individual Shell retailers will 
set their own prices, but the rec- 
ommended price of a litre of 
four-star is cut from 63.^ to 
59 Jp; unleaded will come down 
from 58.^ to 56.9p. and diesel 
from 59.^ to 58.^. The cuts 
coincided with Esso's an- 
nouncement of lower prices 
na tknmnde and the scrapping of 
its 10-year-old Tiger Tokens 
gift scheme from 14 February. 
BP responded by saying others 
“are now catchi^ up" and that 
it would “remain competitive 
and continue to undercut oth- 
er quality suppliers". 

According to the AA, the ef- 
fect of a 3p per litre price cut 
would mean a fuel bill saving of 
about £36 a year for a motorist 
averaging up to S.000 miles 
and £54 for those reaching 
12,000 miles. 

The onslaught of the super- 
markets has squeezed both the 
volumes and tire ntargins of the 
ofl conmanics. The rituation has 
been nirther exacerbated by 
years of rccessiou and the in- 
crease in fuel-efficient cars. 

The number of outlets has al- 
ready shrunk to about 17,000 
from 39,000 in 1968, although 
this fi drnwn pa^ by the grow- 
ing iix£ of individual stations. 
According to the PRA, the to- 
tal could slump 10 9,000 or 
lOJXX) by the cad of the dixade. 

Shell said: “Wf are alrcarty in 
a price war and it is veiy.diffi-< 
cult to say how long it will lasL" 
But it added that Shell be- 
lieved its customers were also 
attracted by quality of product 


and its incentive sdieme which 
allows customers to build up 
units exchangeable for gifts, 
entertainment and traveL 

Esso's latest initiative, called 
Prioewaich, aims to match the 
lowest petrol prices on offer 
within a three-mile ra(^ of hs 
2.100 service stations. Trials of 
scheme in Scotland and the 
North-east have resulted in 2p 
to 3p off a litre, but Esso 
stressed that national price 
compai^ns were “irrelevant” 
as its pricing would be done on 
a local basis to make its prod- 
uct “normally unbeatable. 

John Adkins, Esso's UK di- 
visional director of retafl, smd: 
“Our strategic studies show 
that the consumer is becoming 
much more sensitive to prices. 
People will drive three iml% to 
get lower prices and are much 
more interested in price than in 
any promotions." He said that 
people in the Tiger Ibken 
scheme bad until 14 February 
to top up their tokens before it 
was eliminated and than until 
the 6 May Bank holiday to 
have them redeemed. 

The Petrol Retailets’ Asso- 
ciation said consumers would 
benefit from die price cutting in 
the short-term but that they 
could ultimately suffer as out- 
lets closed and there was less 
choice. The greatest number of 
casualties are likely to be the 
smaller independent retailers 
which ladt the financial muscle 
to see the battle out 

Park Road Group, which 
runs 10 outlets in the *^eside 
area, where Esso has already 
been trying out Pricewatch, 
said that turnover had fiillen by 
£56,000 a week over the past 
four monUis. Philip Ruhardson, 
Park Road's mana^ng director, 
said: “W? have been to heQ and 
back on prices. There are going 
to be more losers than winners 
in this game " 

Last November, the PRA 
asked the Office of Fair Thid- 
ing to look at the situation af- 
ter allegations that Esso was 
selling in the test areas at be- 
low cost. Bui the OFT deemed 
the actions not to be predato- 
ty. noting the intensive compe- 
tition in the indusuy. 

Comment, page 17 
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Celine FigarcTs 
body flown home 


Ibwer infmno: A plume of smoke from the blaze at the N at W est Ibwer in the City of London coidd be seen across the capihri Photp^aph: Jane Baker 


JOJO MOVES 
and WILL BENNETT 


Five hundred woriemen were 
evacuated yester^ when fire 
broke out on the top flow of the 
600ft-high NatWest 'fower, the 
City of London’s tallest bufld- 
isg, sending a huge cloud of 
smoke across the capital. 

Firefighters, for the first time 
using a helicopter equipped 
with thermal imaging e^p- 
ment to pinpoint the source of 
the blaze, pul out the fire in a 
glass fibre cooiu^ tower on the 
45th floor within 40 minutes. 


There were no casualties. The 
cause of the fire is not yet cer- 
tain but it is thought tfaatworic- 
men restoring the tower, vriiicfa 
was bf^ damaged by an IRA 
bomb in 1993, may have start- 
ed the fire vrith welding equip- 
menL John West, who was 
working on the floor below 
triiere the blaze started, said: “I 
am not saiprised that the fire 
was as big as it was because 
there was a lot of rubbish on the 
floor where it began. Some 
people are saying it was a dis- 
aster wmting to happen, but for- 
lunale^ no one was hun.” 


The fire was the latest 
liso^ in the unhaony history 


episode m the unhappy histc^ 
m the tower, whidi was official^ 
opened in 1981 and vriiicfa was 
the headquarters of the Na- 
tioiial Westminster Bank- 

It suffered some dainty 
from an IRA bomb in 1992 and 
was then wrecked by the huge 
Bishc^i^ale bomb the follow- 
ing year. Since then it has re- 
mained empty except for 
hundreds of workmen canying 
out a £94m repair programme. 

In December, the bank an- 
nounced that h would not move 
back in when Testoratkra is 


complete and piri the tower up 
for sale for an esthnated £189m. 

Edward Tbwnsend, . a 
^kesman for the National 
westnunster Ban^ said yes- 
terday: “The cooling tank was 
destroyed but the d^age was 
con&ed to the 4Sth floor. 
Restoration work will continue 
as usual tofflorraw.” 

Divisional Officer David 
Robiosan, of London Fire 
Brigade, said* “In terms of 
access, a higb4lss like this can 
be a major problem for the 
bi^de, but the conth^ency 
plans worked yeiy welLT 


‘All bri^des with high-rises 
in tiidr areas regola^ train in. 
the methods of tadding fires in 
^psci^pers and that work paid 
off" 

Sergeant .Charles Owen, a 
qxil^nantolhe Qity of Lon- 
don Police, said: “Everyone m- 
side the building has been 
accounted for. There was an 
evacuatioa procedure prepared 
for events like this wfaidi has 

worked suocessfolbr. 

“There are no iiijuries that 1 
am aware ot Wb do not have a 
cause (rf the fire yet, but hi s not 
beinginaied as 


Missing nuclear gauge ‘po^s ri^’ 


CLAIRE GARNER 


Average or recommended petrol prices 


4star 

Untoaded 

Diesel 


Shen 

BP 

Esso esAnates* Sufiennalets 

59.5p 

61.4p 

59.5P 

56.1p 

56.9p 

56p 

54p 

49.5p 

58.9p 

58p 

55.5p 

sop 


*Esso said mat pricing would be h)caiises and that pre^ estimates 
could not be given until Priceivatch takes effect. 


The publicis at risk of radiation 
from a nuclear gauge wiiicb was 
last seen on the M3 at Wisley 


two years ago and is unlikeh 
to be recover^ a court was told 


to be recovered, a court was tdd 
yesterday. 

In the first case of its kind, Ae 
Health and Safety Executive 
and HM Insijectorate of PoUn- 
lion told Reigate m^trates' 
court in Surr^ how Camas 


Associated Asphalt Limited, a 
road construction company 
based in Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire, wrongly recorded 
the devices’ whereabouts and, 
ondisoonreriiigthatitwasin fact 

missin g, fai1<»d tO inform Aem 

of Ae loss for over a year. 

The Thioder gauge, designed 
to measure the mcMSiiite content 
and density of road surfaces, 
contains a Caesium-137 and 
an Americium-241/Berilium. 


Paul Appleton, prosecuting for 
Ae HS& egqplamed Ae poten- 
tial danger of Ae device to the 
public. “If yon got hdd of Ae 
source in the end of [Ae] rod 
and held h for 10 minutes you 
would exceed yomyeaihr dose." 

Camas Associated Asphalt 
Limited pleaded guflty to 
breaching Ae ionisiiig Radia- 
tions Rngulatioos Act 1985 and 
Ae Radioactive Substances Act 
1993 and was ordered to pay 


£26,000 and £10400 to the 
HMIP and Ae HSE respec- 
tively, pins costs in emess of 
£ 6 , 000 . 

The presidii^ magistrate. 
Professor ^ell^, said; “Dan- 
gers to the public of the radia- 
tion matei^ involved may 
indeed be negligible if the 
equipment is eoiroctiy main- 
tained and located. But tiiere is 
now no known location of Ae 
equipment and sources may 


now have been broken from the 
equ4>maiit and decimated into 
the environment” 

Kehh Haisham, an HMIP 
pollution inspector, said after 
the case: ‘A kid could ea^ mis- 
take Ae brightly coloured de- 
vice for a bw and toudi it Rtorst 
of afi, it eo(B ^ in a metal 50^ 
yard - ^lidi is likely because It 
has a high scrap value. There is 
a bid probabiliw of a fatality 
if htt combusted” 


1 % 


Adams joins 
peace talks 


young brains 


DAVID MCKirnUCK 
Ireland Correspondent 


PAY^^yBIT\^^ BY BIT WITHOUT 
PAYING A BIT OF INTEREST 
ON YOUR MOTOR INSURANCE. 


Unlike most motor 


insurers, we let you 


pay by instalments 


- interest free. 


Call us now for a 


competitive quote. 


Sinn Fein yesterd^ took part in 
its first tripa^te round of talks 
mA boA British and Irish min- 
isters m Belfast as part of a se- 
ries of discus^ons designed to 
lead eventually to all-pany talks. 

The meeting in the Slonnont 
esAte on the outskirts of Ae 
city, is part of a netwo A of talks 
Mtidi are meant to ease Ae two 
governments and the local par- 
tKs towards full negotiations. 

It is acknovriedged however, 
that reaching that goal is de- 
pendent on the successful 
resolution of the arms decom- 
missioning Issue. 

Sinn Fein president Gcny 
Adams said y^erdi^ that Ae 
peace process was effective^' on 
hold until the international 
body on decommissionm^ re- 
ports next week, and untfl Ae 
two governments respond 
to its recommendations. 


The body, headed by former 
US senator George Mitched is 
doe to meet John Major in Lon- 
don tod^ for the second time. 
Its report is scheduled to be de- 
livers nest Wsdnesday. 

Yesterd^ a Sinn pem dele- 
gation beam by Mr Adams sat 
across the tabic from the North- 
ern Ireland SMretazy, Sir 
Patrick Mm4iew. This provided- 
one of the fiist opportunities for 
camera cimvs to mm Mr Adams 
and Sir Patrick in Ae same 
room. Government press offi- 
cers di^ilayed senativity on 
tills point and hurried camera 
crews from the room after less 
Aaa a minute. 

Sir Patrick made no oonnnent 
as he left Ae buUcllag but Ae 
Irish Foreign Minister, Kck 
Spring, described Ae meetii^ 
as ‘Srery satisfoctory”. Sir i 
Patrick Ideated Ae Govern- 
ment position that some IRA 
weapons would have to be 
turned iiL 


LIZ HUNT 

HealA &iitor 


Young boxers can develop 
permanent brain Hamagn ear^ 


m Aeircazeexs without ai^ signs 
or syn^Moms of inji^, accord- 
ing to an investigation follow- 
ing the deaA in Ae ring of a 
23-year*old. 

A det^led study of Ae young 
man’s brain revealed long- 
standing brain damage, and 
some of Ae structural ^nor- 
malities common in Ae brains 
of eldeity Alzheimer^s patients. 

Doctors at the Royal Loncioa 
Hoqntal believe this is Ae first 
rqxm of this type of damage in 
a young adult brain, and Aeir 
repnt will fnrAer Ae cause of 
Ae British MedicaLAssociaiioa 
and oAer oiganisations which 
want to ban boxing. 

Although elderly boxers are 
ixnnmoafy “pundi drunl^, dis- 
pl^g Ae symptoms of brain 
damage ~ slazrra ^eech, dis- 


turbed balance, poor memory 
-ueurologjsts Ad not.eiqiect to 
find sudi dear evidence of 
damage in a young boxer. 

The man, who died from af- 
ter a massive brain haemor- 
rhage, had been fighting since 
Ae age of 11 and tamed pto- 
fessionai at 19. Rdatives said 
Aat he was occasionally for- 
getfid, but Aow^ no other 
symptofflSL According to a re- 
port in New Sdentist, his brain 
tyinfained many “tangles”— af^ 
nonnal of protdn which 

aocumnlate in cefe and interfere 
vriA their fiinction. 

jennian Geddes, a neuro- 
pathologist at Ae Royal Lon- 
don, said .Ae tangles were 
“wrt^tped around blood vessels 
at Ate bases and sdes of the 
binm, which is exa^ whm the 
brain would sustain Ae foree of 
any blows to Ae head. This 
picture is Qipicai of xAat we find 
m AUieimet's disease or retired 
bomr’s brains.” 


The body of the Irendi student, 
O^neF^ard, 19. who was found 
nakedandstfadgledlOdaysaf- 
teradoqtiogaliftwiAafoc^dri- 
ver, was flown home yesterday. 

As plans were ma« for her 
ftin^mRaikiesmiSatuFday, . 
her father ajqiealed to the pub- 
Uc to stay away from the cere- 
fflony, and not to send any 
flowers. Bernard Figard, vAo 
1^ we^ visited the ^t where 
his.daii^terwas found in a lay^ 
by near Bicester, oppressed 
thanks for the public's 

repose, but said tiie £am^ 
wanC^ it to be a private affair. ^ 

WhstMetdaKAce said yes- '■ 
terd^ that it would take several ^ 
weeks to complete their ' 
plaimerf DNA te^iug of 1,200 | 
kUxy Aiveis all over Britain. 

Scaigill wins agent 

A Labour MP’s agent has de- 
fected to ArAor Scargill’s new 
Socialist Labour Party. Denis . 
McDonald, 48. had been agent 
to Snnderiand NorA MP 
Wniiam Btheringtofl since be- . 
fore Ae 19^ election. Mr ' 
Etherxngton, a member of the > 
left-ivtins Campaign Group of . 

sm Mr McDonald had 
become dismehanted over Ae 
rewriting of Cause IV and the 


par^s lack of commitment to 
pubM ownership. 


Poisoned pleasure 

A woman who sued Ae former 
landlords of Ae Queen’s Head 
pub in Stradbroke, Soffolk, 
where Ae contracted lead 
poisoning by driokiiig cider reg- 
utezly friCT a paint^ eaiAen- 
ware mug setu^ her damages 


action a^inst Manr and Fred 
Farrow for £55,000. Marian 


Farrow for £55,000. Marian 
Bloom, 41, ooUq»ed in a coma 
in December 1987, wiA 10 
times the ncmnal amount ctf lead 
in her body. 

West appeal 

Itosemaiy liters application for 
leave to appeal aga^ her oon- 
vietion on 10 diai^ of murder 
will be heard Iff the full Court 
of ^)peal instead of a single 
High Court judge in March 
because Ae case has attracted 
sudi public interesL 

V\^her’s death 


Six youths have been arrested j 
in connection wiA a stolen car ' 
found next to Ae body of a j 
Neighbouiho^ P&tch leader in ^ 
West Btomwidi. Bimungham. 
Polkx sAl the m. ^ed between 
16rkn<T 22, were being que»-^ 
tioned about a number of stolen ^ 
\«ludes tmt in particular about 
abe^ Ford Fiesta foubd on the . 
playing fields where Alan ^ 
Whitehouse, 41, was found? 
stabbed to deaA last Saturday. ^ 

Stabbing inquiry 

A man was detained for ques- 
tioning by police in connection - 
wiA Ae d^th of a woman and 
the disappearance of her 
daughter. Aito June Jones was 
found dead wiA stab wounds 
stabbed at her home in Aider- 
shot, Hampshire, on Tuesday, ~ 
pob'ce launch^ a search for her 
daughter, Lorraine Bizmion, 
who was found in PlymouA. 

Illegal bird traps 

After magstrates in Norwich 
fined gamekeeper David Milii- 
can, 42, £1400 after he admit- 
ted setting illegal traps for birds 
of prey around Ae Kimberi^ 
Hall &tate in Norfolk, offidae 


from Ae Rc^ Society for Ae 
Protection of Birds warned that 


Protection of Birds warned that 
Ae law was being regularly 
flouted because of Ae wide- 
^read view amcxig landowners 
and gamekeepers that birds of 
prey were vermin. 
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Government lawyeis were last 
n^t considering l^al moves to 
overturn the £13400 compen- 
sation award to Ae convicted 
IRA terrorist Donna Maguire 
for an ankle iqjury. 

A political and media storm 
over Ae erupted yester- 

day. Conservative and Ulster 
Unionist MFs said the award by 
a Belfast judge had resulted in 
a convicted IRA terror i st re- 
ceiving more for an aiikle injury 
than iud the relatives of some 
of those kii^ by Ae IRA. 


Colin Parry, who received 
£7400 after his 12*year-okl son 
Timwasldlledinthel993^- 
rmgton bombing, called for a je- 
view of Ae compensation 
^tem. He said: “It’s a kidc in 
tiie teeA. Every time A^ 
judgments come along it re- 
arinds us how linle soci^ ^ 
pears to value a child’s 
Maguire was convicted in 
1995 by a German court of Ae 
attem|ked mnrder of British sol- 
diers in an IRA attach 
She was given a nino-year jail 
sentence, but was immediately 
released by a German judge be- 
cause she bad been hdd in 


ptisonforaxyeatsvAileawaU- 
mg trial oi a number of charges, 
mdiidtng murder, in Belgiuin, 
Holland and Geimai^. 

Photograph showing Mag- 
uire as a dau attnetive woman 
have led to a flood of public 
cQDoentrating on her over the 
years, in effect tun^ her into 
something of a national figure 
and a symbol of repiAfa'canren. 
She has attracted headlines 
such as “IRA's top gun girL” 
The compensation award 
arose from a 1985 meident in . 
Maguire’s home town of Newzy, 
Co Down in which she said me 
fell a^r her foot was traj^ied- 


in a broken paving stone. She 
(old Ae court: T have had to 

give up jn ggjng and 

swimmmg because Aeanlde 
sweb tqx. lcan!t wear fajgii heels 
and the Aft anMa fe not ^"gify sfa- 
ble when I walk on rou^ 
ground or grarel." Her anide is 
said to be scarred and swollen. 

Tbiy MF David '^^Isbire de- 
scribed Ae award as Aoddog 
and . obscene and called for a 
change in. Ae law. Ul^r 
Unionist MF Ken Mapnnis 
said it was a-disgrace. 
■IHpfniig claims cost the 
Northem- Ireland aotboiiUes 
meacessof£6m ayear. - 



Maguire: Terrorist who 
cannot wear high heels 











Mistress loses vasectomy damages claim 


. , . PETER VICTOR 

Family planning clinics cannot 
, be held responsible when a 

, married man whose vasectomy 

operation has reversed itse^ 
makes a mistress pregnant^ 
Ocuin of Appeal judges ruled 
yesterds^r. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson 
said the British Pregnancy Ad- 
visoiy Service had no duty of 
care or responsibility to di- 


vorced teacher Alison Goodwill 
when they gave advice to Ross 
MacKinla^. who was still living 
with bis wife and chDdren. 

“At thal time they had no 
knowledge of her, she was not 
^ exi^g sexual partner of M r 
MacKinlay but was merely, lik** 
any other woman in the world, 
3 ^tential future sexual part- 
Wr of his. that is to say a mem- 
ber of an indeterminately large 
class of females who might 


have sexual relations with Mr 
MacKinlay during his Hfetime.*' 
Lord Justice Thorpe warned 
that any woman starting a sex- 
ual relationship has a duty to 
protect herself against un- 
wanted pregnancy and to l^e 
independem advice on vdiatever 
facts her lover tells her. He 
added: “A woman exploring 
the development of a sexual re- 
lationship with a new partner 
takes much on trust before ex- 


perience corroborates or ex- 
poses bis assurances.** 

They threw out a damages 
claim a^insl the BIV\SbyMis 
Goodwill, now 48. of Oxford, 
and allowed an appeal by the 
clinic against the remsai of Ox- 
ford Crown Court in Marrir last 
year to dismiss the claim as be- 
ing '‘frrvolous or vexatious*'. 

Cherie Booth QC, repre- 
senting Mrs Goodwill, had told 
the judges that the BPAS 


arranged a vasectomy for Mr 
Mact^lay in 1984. The service 
informed him three months 
later that semen samples were 
negative and that he no longer 
needed to use any other form 
of coDtraceptioB. 

In March 1988. Mrs GoodwOi 
began a relationship with Mr 
MacKinlay, who told her of his 
operation. She had her coil re- 
moved in M:w that year, but nei- 
ther knew that the vasectomy 


underwent a spontaneous re- 
versaL A year later she be- 
came pregnant, but by the time 
she realised, it was too late for 
an abortion and she gave birth 
to a daughter on 5 November 
1989. 

Miss Goodwill claimed that 
the BR^ was negligeot because 
it failed to warn hfi MacKinlay 
that a future sexual panner 
could be made pregnant if the 
vasectomy reversed itself. She 


claimed she suffered kiss and 

Hamage beCUUSC of thC OOSt Of 
the birth, her daughter’s up- 
bringing and loss of income. 

Miss Booth argued that a 
doctor pierfonning a vasectomy 
owed a duQ* of care not only to 
the current person’s^ 

but also to aity other wiuiwiich 

the man had sexual relations. 

But Lord Justice Gibson 
rule± “The doctor who per- 
forms a vasectomy on a man on 


his instructions cannot real isti- 
cally be described as employed 
to confera benefit on the man’s 
sexual partners in the form of 
avoiding pregnancy.” 

He added: 'The doctor is 
concerned only with the man, 
his patienL and po^*bly that 
mana wife or partner if the doc- 
tor intend her to receive and 
she receives advice firom the 
doctor in relation to the vasec- 
toacy and the subsequent tests.” 


Trendsetting queen: The woman who p ut sex and orgasms into women’s magazines, encouraging a have-it-all culture, is giving up her crown 

Original ‘Cosmo’ girl calls it a day 


1 ‘. 



image maker: Helen Gurley Brown, founder of Cosmopolitan, who started a trend 
that has been .copied by a host of other women’s mags^es Phott^iaph: Cokirific 


MARY BRAID 

Helen Gurley Browu, the 
founder of CosTTupoliian and 
the woman who will be forever 
remembered for putting the 
orgasm into women's maga- 
zines. is finally to retire. 

Ms Brown, 73, brought the 
have-it-all Cosmo ^ -‘Whh her 
shockingly strident sexual and 
career demand -to Lem don in 
1972. seven years ailer^ toi^ 
over and resurrected the ailing 
Cosmtyx^litaR tide in New York. 

With a revolutionary but 
hardly complicated mix of sex, 
sex and more sex she shattered 
forever the knitting and recipe 
mould that had previously dom- 
inated the markek Instead there 
was a series of nude male ren- 
trefolds, including ^^dal Sas- 
soon and Paul de Feu, 
Germaine Greer’s former hus- 
band, and ground-breaking cov- 
er page headlines like “Who 
Me? VD”, which led to an ad- 
veitisemeot ban on die London 
Underground. 

Her simple and tim^ for- 
mula, was eventually adopted 
Cosmo staff in 34 countries 
and became for a host 

of British magazine which fc^- 
lowed in Cosmo's steps 

Today many would see Ms 
Gurley Brown- X-ray thin, whb 
tight uplifted foce, false eye- 
la^es and an enduring attach- 
ment to red mini skifis - as a 
curious advertisement for fe- 
male power or feminism. Ms 
Gurley Brown, wim insists she 
still epitomises the Cdsmo giri. 
is seen by some as the sener of 
a Urend whidi has sisce made 
magazines sex obsessed to the 
point of obscenity and the ex- 
clusion of all other subjects. 

But yesterday British maga- 



The changing face of 'Cosmo' girl: Covers of, from left, October 1937, February 1968, June 1971, January 1996 


zine editois lined up to praise 
the woman they say revolu- 
tionised magazines and 
women’s self-image and the 
way men saw them. 

They ai^e it is hard to ful- 
appreciate the impact Ms 
uri^ Brown made more than 
two decades ago. 

The endless orgasm articles 
seem unremarkable today. But 
Oeidrie MeSharry, an eai^ ed- 
itor of I ague, said yesterday: 
“When Coimo started lots of 
people did not know how to 
pronounce orgasm.” 

Jane Proctor, editor of Taller, 
remembers the power of initial 
impact Cte the day it launched 
it sold 365,000 copies and was 
sold on the top shelf because 
some newsagents thought it 
belonged with the soft pom. 

T was 16 and at school in 
Harley Street and my friends 
and 1 thought it was fab,” she 
said. “Orgasms - we had never 
seen stuff like that before. The 
end of the I9fi0s was permissive 
for the Marianne raithftils of 


this world. What Coimo did was 
to take the revolution beyond 
the London 61ite.’' 

Ms Proctor's other recoHec- 
tioD of Cosmo, illustrating how 
hard it played the sex cai^ in- 
volved a search for a 921b pe- 
nis puffed as an article on the 
magazine front As a junior, she 
and two senior executives at 
Taller scoured the magazme or 
ages looking for the article. 
T%ey found it in a story on 
whales near the back. 

*^fore Cosm^ sex never en- 
tered into magazines,'' said Sal- 
ly O’ Sullivan, editor-in-chief of 
Ideal Home, *‘It became the 
backbone of Comto. I wouldn't 
neoessar% call her a feminist 
but she was so pro-wn^en. She 
began a process which is still 
continuing. The idea that 
women gain self confidence 
and be ^le to decide the di- 
rection of their lives.” 
Important though the new 
sexual openness was, the toti- 
maie relationship between 
reader and ma^izine opened up 


a new genre in publishing, she 
said. 

At Cosmo Mandi Norwood, 
the new editor and a fan of Ms 
Gurl^ Brown, ai^ues that Cos- 
mo girl is essentially the same 
as the one dreamed up by the 
magazine's founder. She says 
the go*for-it Cosmo girl was 
bom out of Gurley Brown's 
personal experience. 

The h'tlJe girl from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, in the tradition 
of the American dream, slaved 
for years as a secret^ and 
worked her way up, becoming 
a copywriter and novelist before 

- at the then matronly age of 37 

- manying David Brown, one 
of HoUywi^'s most successful 
producers. 

She was 41 when the giant 
publishing house Hearst gave 
her the Cosmo title. 

She first aired her idea of 
modem womanhood inl962 in 
her book, 5erW (he Soigfe GH, 
which dared to suggest that 
single women could not only 
have sex-and even insist upon 


it - but anything less carnal they 
set their sights on. 

Sally O’Sullivan said: “Have- 
it-aU has moved on from the 
ori^iai Cosmo girl Wbmenare 
now intrinsically tied up in bal- 
ancing family and career.” 

But Ms Norwood said the 
message was still that you had 
to have confidence and live 
your life the way you wanted to. 
The or^al Gsaim ghi Ms 

Guii^ Brown, did not have chil- 
dren. Ms Norwood has one 
and another on the way. DesfAc 
the modem focus on the strains 
between home and career Ms 
Norwood maintains Cosmo 
women can still have it all. “It 
not about sacrifice and com- 
promise but prioritising.” She 
that talk about compro- 
□using career for children, or sex 
life for career is too negative. 

Ms Gurley Brown she says is 
an inspiration. “She came in a 
couple of months ago wearing 
a navy body and a mini skirl. 
She had amazing breasts and a 
fantastic body.” 


Spirit of Godiva rides again 
as cathedral celebrates cars 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

A naked woman, daubed with 
anti-car slogans and ^rting a 
furry hat, reduced a cathedral 
service to near-chaos yesterday 
as 1,000 people marked 100 
years of tK motor car. 

The 28-year-old woman was 
dragged away, police and stew- 
ards stn^gUng to cover her, 
shouting: ‘The motor car is a 
kflliog machine. You are kflling 
each other and you are killing 
the next generatioa.’' 

Cleigywere too stunned to 
move as the woman, who goes 
by the name of “Angel”, iii^ to 
s^kle herself to ^pit as 
Prince Mitdiael of Kent sat, 
with ocher car worshippers, 
rooted to their pews. 

Fmii fetin g Lady Godiva, the 
llth-centuiy En^ish countess 
who rode naked through the 
streets of Coventry on a horse 


in support of tax cuts, she threw 
offbercoatanderred: “In (he 
of Lady Godva. 1 am here 
to mourn the death of ray moth- 
er and the 17 million people 
kiileddiFectiybytfae motor car 
and to remember the mothers 
have lost their diildren. the 
orphaned ctul^n, our brotfa- 
eis, sisters, fathers and friends. 
Mother Earth fo^e us.” 
Angel, from Glastonbi^, 
said her mother was Idfled in a 
car accideot. She read out vir- 
tually her whole alternative 
Htany haranguing the car in- 
dustry before she was led out of 
the cathedral by police o£B- 
ceisAbout 100 protesters, . 
spearheaded by Angel, man- 
aged to hqack what should 
have been a celebration of 
C^mmby's hismdc links with the 
motor car. A coQection of clas- 
tic cars such as a Jaguar E type 
and a HSlman Imp was over- 
shadowed tw the protesL 


Joauue Browning, whose 
baby daughter .AUce was kiUed 
while travelling in the back of 
a car, said: “Why* are ifae>' cel- 
ebrating a machine in chuirti? 
Are they going to have anoth- 
er ceremony for the washing 
madune? Tte car industiy is to- 
tally irre^nsible as it builds 
faster and faster machines with 
a casual disregard for safety.” 

The start of the service mis- 
fired when smoke from the 
1897 Cm'entry Daimler driven 
down the ^e to launch pro- 
ceediz^ all but choked the car 
worshippers. 

When the service did «t 
started, it was obvious that me 
church authoiities had alreath' 
realised that in this age of col- 
lective xDtgsrtixxit the pollution 
and carnage caused by the car, 
th^ could not celebrate it sim- 
ply as an unequivocal benefit to 
humanity. So the Ruvost, the 
Very Rev John Petiv', started off 


witii vrtiat was pretty much an 
apology for the biased vehide, 
asking God's fo rgi veDess for the 
“enviionmenta] pollution from 
exhaust femes, the relentless en- 
cFoachmeot of new roaefe into 
our countiytide and the ap- 
palling toll of death and injury”. 

The assembled captains of 
the molar industry dearly bris- 
tled at this speedi bu (were more 
taken aback vriien, m the nature 
of an officially sanctioned 
protest, Coventry Unrveitity 
students pul on a short p\ay. 
Making musk by Hanging an as- 
sortment of car parts together, 
t^* sang “the car has another 
dimen^a Fm almost too mod- 
est to mention, H'sa boudoir for 
lovers who smooch on the cov- 
ers and sometimes destroy the 
suspeotion.” 

The industrialists were fi- 
nally let out after an hour and 
a half only to be booed the 
protesters outside. 


Fears grow for Lyceum goes to 
abducted girl, 5 Lloyd Webber 


JASON BENNEITO 

Crime Correspondent 

Hopes of finding alive a five- 
year-oid girl who was taken 
from fatCT bed in the early hours 
of Sunday were fading last 
night. 

Rosemary M^ann was prob* 

ably abducted while her moth- 
ervisited n^^bouzs in Oldhani, 
Greater Manctoter, police be- 
lieve. Dttecth'e Si^nntendenl 
Ron Gaffey, who is leading the 
bmit for the giri, said yesterday 
that the tiiuation was veiy sen- 
ous. “She is CHity five years old 
and if she is on her own soine- 
vi^re'tbe chances are getiir^ 
tinnmerby the minut e. Time is 
aqKfftant'in tins case. I am ex- 
'tzemely concerned and that oMi- 
eem is ino'easing by the hour.” 

Andrew PDuntiey, 31, a disc 
jockey, of Kew Ro^ Oldham, 
was remanded in custody yes- 
today when he appeared before 

accuRM of abduct- 
ing Rosemaiy. Mr Pountley, a 
friend of Rosemary's mother. 


will reappear in court tomoiiow. 
He made no application for bail 
and is expected to be questioned 
a g ain about the ^I's where- 
abouts while in custotty. 

Meanwhile mountain rescue 
teams, police divers and British 
tran^iort police helped search 
houses, woodlands, railway 
tracks, and open water dose to 
Rosemary's home. 

Mr Gaffey said possible 
sightings, including some from 
othn parts of the cooncry, were 
being followed up. Shortiv- (ti- 
ter her disappearance a motorist 
told police ^ had given a man 
and a girl answering Rose- 
mary's description a lift to a 
housing estate in Oltfiiam. 

Fblice have still not ruled out 
the possibility that Rosemary 
could be held or locked up 
somewhere in the area. 

“She could be imprisoiied 
somewhere on her own,” Mr 
Gaffev told a news conference. 
“Sie ocn^ be dead, bid we bc^ 
that is not the case and we 
to find her safe and weO.” 


JOHNMcKlE 

Sir Andrew Lloyd 'Webber yes- 
ter^y aimounced plans to 
vtam a revival of Jiszu Oasst 5u- 
perstar in the theatre that the 
troubled Roval Opera House 
rejected. Ic'wQI be the first 
show at London's Lyceum 
Theatre smee 1939. 

Apollo Leisure, which is 
renovating the Ix ceum in time 
for the sbm'’s November <^ieD- 
ing. bad offered the ifaeatie as 
a poss&Ie home for the ROH, 
which has still to find accom- 
modation for mo seasons from 
auninm 1997 wtule its Coivent 
Carden base is refuri^ed. 

The Ro>*al Opera House 
turned down the Lyceum last 
f^ember, pbrnieg its hopes on 
a theatre at'fower Bridge wtudi 
is still to be boHt. The ROH, 
which has £med staff pkketieg 
oi'er inuaincDt redundancies 
as weD as adverse reaction to 
Tue$d3V''s BBC2 documentar}*. 
has seSf to find a suitsble part- 
ner for the vesture. 


Adrian Leg^n, an Apollo di- 
reclor, said: ”We were 99,9 per 
cent on the way with discussiotis 
with the Rpyal Opera House 
when they dedded they want- 
ed to go elsewhere. Sir Andrew 
had been pressing us for two 
montte but we waited until the 
ROH said no.” 

Keith Cooper, the ROH 
head of public affairs, said that 
the auditorium was too small for 
certain pr^uctions and added: 
The overall equation didn't 
add up. We weren't able to 
deliver the same number of per- 
fonnances because of the 
facilities.” 

Sir Andrew said that he was 
now “a bit pessimistic” about his 
n ri^nal p]^ lo build a new mu- 
si^ theatre on London's South 
Bank, with the possible inten- 
tion of housing ROH produc- 
tions frtan J 9S^-99.iasitf Gnis} 
Sup&sar, last staged in Loudon 
in 19S0, is the seventh musical 
that Sir .Andrew' plans to open 
in Britain this year, a record 
number for the composer. 
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ITC ‘illegally awarded’ Channel 5 licence 

- - - .bagged in . n>.nner which 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The Independent Television 
Commission Olegally awarded 
the Channel 5 licence to a con- 
sortium which did not have 
enough money, the High Court 
in London was told yesterday. 

The allegation came in a 
dramatic opening to the judicial 
review of the ire’s decision to 
award the hotly contested li- 


“He 'H’as *oId b)' Mr_ Wee 


cence to Channel 5 Broadcast- nel worth only £206m - made couraged Channel 5 B^d- chang^ »m\u auestion been put, there could 

ipg last October. It failed two iq) of shareholdeis’ equity and casring to increase its available could ^imlatfwomc^ro one answer be- 

Olher bidders on quality a £110m bank loan fadUty - funding to £306m after cants. sudi a dramatic change 

grounds - UKTV and Virgin when its own caloilations drawn deadline for the aibrnssioD - which w^potei^ put the business plan in on^ 

TV -and New Century lelevi- up for the licence application of bids. The shareholders when it had been in woeful (fis- 
sion because it bid only showed that in the most diffi- agreement enabling the en- hfe of the pe noo - om p ^ arrav Thev deliberaieh' put in 

£2ffi. compared to Channel 5 cult trading conditioo it would hanced funding was signed m 'Scored retpareoeTO a business plan wtuch didn’t 

Rmadcastina’s £21D02m. ihu h*. Spnremher W weeks after the the worsl case m ns a h 


sion because it bid only shiTwed that in the most diffi- agreement enabling the en- 
£2ffl. compared to Channel 5 cult trading condition it would hanced funding was signed In 
Broadcasting's £22.002m. require £307iil When this be- September, 19 we^ ai^ the 
Sir Patrick Neill QC, for Ru- came apparent, the ITC should deadline. Sir Patrick said, 
pert Murdoch’s New Century have d^Uowed the bid, The ITC members were not 
consortium, told the court that Sir Patrick told Lord Justice informed of the sufstantial in- 
Cbannel 5 Broadcasting had Henry and Mr Justice Ihiner. crease although ITC rules for- 
agreed funding to run the chan- Instead, h unlawfully en- bid licence applications to be 


°o spoke _after .he 

the Other appHcans to aDowen- judges decided to allow sub- 


a business plan wtucli didn’t 
meet the requirement and 19 

• _ I-. A nMIl 


Sir Fan^ spoke after the 
judges decided to allow sulv 


Vir gin, earuci, u» — - 

heSthat Vagia TV was 

ed to Chiumel 5 Broadcasting s 

enhancement at a Dis»ct 
launch paiTy last October. 

Hiere Vugin TV’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Jeremy Fox, 

cbaftiiig to Greg Dyke, chief ®- 

ecutive of Pearson TV, a mem- 
ber of the Channel 5 
Broadcasting consorthun. 


UigV UftU — » » 

VtoJE2«>Bi.butted^to 
provide an extra £10Ui^ 
Mihony Scrivener QC, for 
Virgin, told the court. 

alleges that C3iaimel. 
5 Broadcasting’s bid was ^ 
properly increased, but ate 
that the rrc acted unreasonabw 

by failing Virgin on qualiA' 
grounds. 

The hearing continues today. 


IVIOXWCll jury harmony 

frustrated 
further dek^y 


LSO chief wins pipesmoker award Ding 


JOHN WItLCOCK 
and STEPHEN WARD 

A chest infection delayed the 
Maxwell trial for the serand day 
yesterday, as one of the 
jurors was too 01 to continue 
deliberations. 

The jury was sent out to 
consider its verdict last Monday 
weeL It has now spent 10 days 
in a London hotel, separated 
trom famOy and friend with 
just last Sunday off. 

Five other jurors have also 
been examined by a doctor this 
w'eek for chest complaints, 
brought on “unhealtl^’con- 
ditions” in which they have to 
pass each day. The jud^ has or- 
dered that humidifiers be pul in 
the jury room and has advised 
them to take frequent walks in 
the fresh air. 

Kevin and Ian Maxwell and 
the former Maxwell company 
director Lany Trachtenberg 
are accused of ^aspiring to de- 
fraud pensioners. All three de- 
fendants have had to appear in 
the court each day to hear 
whether the jury* has yet made 
up its mind. The orde^ has tak- 
en a visible toll on the defen- 
dants. as well as (he barristers 
and solicitors on both sides, and 
the media, all awaiting a verdict 

The juror, who fell 2) on Tues- 
day and stayed in bed whQe tak- 
ing antlhiotics, was absent from 
the Old Bailey courtroom again 
yesterday as the other 11 
members were brought in. 

The trial faces a poteoUal 
problem if the juror remains ill. 
The judge, Lora Justice Phfllips, 
said the woman might be better 
today but this was not certain. 


He asked them to consider the 
consequences of more ^1^. 
**Wbat I would like you to do 
when you get back to the hotel 
in her company is to consider 
among yourselves what omse- 
quences' aiiy further delay would 
have to your personal lives. ” 
Althou^ the j'ud^ had the 
power to Htfiniks the juror from 
the case, he said he was reluc- 
tant to do so because she had 
already partidpated in more 
than 47 hours of deliberations 
and 121 days of evidence and 
suennung up. ‘'I am going to 
postpone my decision until to- 
morrow when we will see 
whether or not she is able to 
resume her duties.” 

Judges have evolv*ed guide- 
lines on how long to let a jury 
discuss a verdict 
Professor Mike McConviUe, 
director of the Legal Researdi 
Institute ai V^4uwkk Universi^, 
said a judge has to take sevei^ 
factors into account ''He will be 
justified in allowing more time 
when there has been a complex 
case. He w*iU also take mto ac- 
count the amount of public 
monw invested in the trim. 

“But there comes a point 
where If the jury is ^ing indi- 
catiofis that it is unpossfoie to 
reach agorement on charges, 
then it is difficult for a judge to 
tell them to spend more time 
deliberating without ^ivmg the 
impression (hat he ^ours a 
particular verdict.” 

“There is also a limit to (he 
endurance of a jury, beyond 
which they cannot make a de- 
cision in a calm and settled at- 
mosphere. They must be close 
to that now," 
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Sir Colin Davis, the interea- 
tiooally acclaimed conductor, 
yesterday became the 32nd 
npesmoker of the Year. The 6S- 
year-old London Symphony 
Orchestra chief who started 
smoking “out of boredom” 50 
years ago. was presented with 


the award at the Savt^* Hotel in 
London. 

Sir Colin described his fellow* 
pipesmokers • who number 
560,000 in the UK - as “a very 
decent lot". He said he wus “ex- 
tremely happy to be the 19% 
recipitmi of this charniing hon- 


our*’. Presious title-b(^dCTS have 
included Sir Harold Wilson, 
Tom* Benn and Bany Nocman. 

Tne only other musician to 
hai% been honoured in the past 
by the Pipe^okers Council 
was the Qauiisi James Galway. 

The secretarv of the council. 


.Vticbaet Butler, sai± “We have 
been trying for a number of 
years lo'book Sir Colin for this 
award. .Apart from bis obvious 
quafides. this is the first time we 
have selected a Pipesmoker of 
the Year who knits superb 
sweaters and has a pet iguana.” 


The new Pipesmoker of the 
Year, at present principalcm- 
duaor of the LSO and widefy re- 
spected for both his opera and 
symphonic work, add^* “It's a 
very rebxiog custom, some of nw- 
besi friends are pipe smokers. - 
PhotoffUf^ tdwmd Sykes 



Long jury trials and deliberations 


1981: 40-day Brixtaa riot trial took aloe days to read: guilty verdicts 
but failed to agree on serious charges including one of murder. 
1988: Computer fraud trial of Palcytb Fottinger and .Adegboy Adc- 
lajao lasting six months. Jury failed to reach a verdict after nine days. 
Cose dropped. 

1990; Goinness fraud trial: after 72 days the jury took six days to find 
four defendants guilty. 

1992: Brinks Mat bullion raid. Sevva-month trial. Four men convict- 
ed by jury after seven d^' deliberation. 

1992: Blue Arrow fraud trioL* lasted one vesrand four days. Jury took 
seven days to reach guilty verdicts on four defeodanis. ' 

1992: Barlow Clowes: Uaaoimous vertficts on 18 counts against Pe- 
ter Clowes and Peter Naylor took four days after seveu-month trial. 


Nurses’ numbers down SOyOOO in five years 


UZHUNT 

Health Editor 

The number of “fronl-Unc” 
staff on hospital wards fell by 13 
per cent, or about 30,000. in the 
five years to 1994, as the num- 
ber of managers increased by 
400 per cent, or more than 
1^00, according (o figures re- 
leased yesterday. 

C^ts in the number of nurs- 
es and midwives varied from 
5 per cent in the South West to 


22 percent in Meise. and North 
AVest Thames. The number of 
nurses in training foil by more 
than 19.000. almost a third, in 
(be same period. 

The nurse/manager ratio 
highlights the dramatic change 
of emphasis in the health ser- 
vice, Labour said yesterday. In 
North West Thames there were 
297 noises for every mana^r in 
1989 but 19 in 1994. In North 
East Thames, the ratio was 61 
nurses for every manager in 


1989. and 13 in 1994. Labour 
claimed a “massK’e slump” in 
front line NHS staff and said the 
figuu’es reinforced reports In* ibe 
British Medical Assodation of 
severe staff shortages. 

The Rojval College of Nurs- 
ing said (be figures reflected 
their own findings, and that se- 
nior nurses in particular ^'ere 
being swept up in “indiscrimi- 
nate purgn”. 

EarUer this week, paediatri- 
cians reported a crisis in intea- 


sh e care units, with dangerously 
sick children, some with memn- 
gitis. being turned away because 
of bed shortages. .-Uthough 
some hospitals hav*e been told 
they can open new beds to 
cofK with the meningitis scare, 
shortages of specialist nurses 
prevetTis them from doing so. 

Henry' McLeish. Labour's 
spokesman on health, said that 
every day there were " 10 more 
senior managers and 30 fewer 
Duises”. The increase in man- 


agers varied finom LIOD per cent 
in North West Thames to 180 
per cent in South Western re- 
gion. Mr McLeirii accused the 
Government of “systematical- 
ly” covering up the crisis by 
changing the way figures are 
combed, 

Gerald Malone, Minister for 
Health, said there were 34.000 
more nurses in the health ser- 
vice than in 1979, while the in- 
crease in managers was due to 
a redassification of certain jobs. 


Creditxjrs slsm writs on abandoned Saudi jet 


JQJO MOVES 

It is not the usual abandoned 
vehicle, although there are a 
couple of notices slapped on to 
its windscreen and a search is 
under way for its owners. This 
one is accruing parking fines of 
£8,000 a month. 

Unlike the usual bumt-out Es- 
cort, the Saudi luxury jet im- 
pounded at Kent International 
Airport (KIA) in K^uiston has 
two bedrooms, a fine bath- 


room and £2m worth of fittiitgs. 
Creditors were yesterday at- 
tempting to trace the owners of 
the £Um Boeing 707 whose 
crew vanished leaving a trail of 
debts after landiiig in September. 

Fifteen creditors have tai^d 
writs to the door demanding 
about £100,000. A High Court 
warrant dated 10 January says 
the plane has been seized by the 
Sheriff of Kent and must not be 
moved without his permission. 

The commerrial manager at 


KIA. David Hedges, said: “We 
are owed about £12,000. That 
covets landing fees, storage 
and various other services. We 
are not the only business trying 
to get OUT money from a com- 
pany called Al Wyizai. 

“NonnaUy the crew of this jet 
- which is baskaily someone's 
plaything- flies in, carries out its 
bu^ess and pays in either cash 
or traveOeis' chevies ... then foes 
off. But this tune, for some rea- 
son. the crew has not bothered 


to come back. It’s very mysteri- 
ous.” He said the airc^ would 
be sold if the bills were not paid 
Even if (he owners ^ncxed die 
writSs they could not sneak back 
and fly off - KIA has removed 
some take-off equipment 
At Heathrow, staff could 
only remember one recent case 
in which an aircraft was im- 
pounded. According to the 
head of one airport, who did not 
wish to be named, the case of 
the Condoned Boeing was hur- 


^ unusual “The people who run 
these planes run the world” he 
said “They’re not likely to be 
wOTried about the cost" 
Periiaps the owners have sim- 
pty forgotten it. like the actor 
Richard Harris, who recently 
discovered from an old pbotcK 
graph that be owned a Rolls- 
Royce. A call to his accountani 
informed him that the car was 
indeed fais. and bad been 
garaged m New York since 1974 
- al a cost of around £61.000. 



Impounded: Saudi ‘pl^tbing* Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


T^lem schizophrenics who 
Emve foiled to respimd to any 
treatment could finally be 
helped newfy avai^le anti; 
psyCTOtic dn^ 

>tecordnis to research at 
thr^ spedalho^ritals in E^- 
laod and 'Vmes. 14 ^-ceat m 
tiiose taking doss^plw have 
since bera dschai^cr trans- 
fect the Special- Hospitals 
Services Authority conference 
in Nottii^iam he^ yesten^. 

Si^ e&ctscrfflK tfansdo not 
outwe^ the bmiefiis, Ronela 
Ts^or, profess^ of speda] fao^ 
ptyduauy in Laodon md 
BroadoDOor, said. - 

She has been ctmdnaiag the 
first tystemalfo reaeaitfr itefect 
into patients at ' Broai&noor. 
Ashmnth and Raopfos. 

Cdnservative estimates- in- 
dicate that between 30 and 50 
per cent of pepjrie with schizo- 
phrenia foil to respond to any 
treatment at all CJoaphhie 
was deveit^ed in the late Six- 
tiesbui fell mto disuse because 
of its effect on some patients’ 
immune tystems. 

“Its potential benefits prra'ed 
too gri^ howerer, to kareit on 
the sheit’’ Professor Tkykn: sakL 
Studies showed ft to offer sig- 
mficant relief from syn^ptoms 
and social iiDiavveiueat in oth- 
erwise uiirispimsive p^enls. 

PresGiipcksi started in Ramp- 
ton in Jaouaty 1990 and over the 
next year in Ashworth and 
Broaefmoor. lo total 201 pa-, 
tients took the drug. Neaity 5 per 
cent stopped becmise of iallnig 
white bteiod cell counts and 4Q 
per cent stopped because of .a 
relapse, lack of efficaty or re- 
fusal to take a Uood lesL Haw> 
ever, 2& (14 per cent) p^ients 
improved enough to be trans- 
ferred or diseb^ed. 

This figure is Ukefy to be an 
underestimate of successes ne- 
gotiations to move a patient 
once unproved are often very 
proloiiged. Some of those stiO 
resident and taking medicatioa 
ace impFoving.” I^ofessor 7zy 
lor said. But she added these was 
need for more co-ordinated re^ 
search. She called for an opep 
study of systematic treatmest. 
■AnKnatoriumontbejijbsure. . 
of mental health beds was de- 
manded from both rides of the 
Commons yesterdw. Jedte M8^ 
shall, Tbry MP for H^dpa 
South, said the oommutiityt^ 
poli^. though bora out orcoiih 
passion, was misguided, fo 

recognise “as^umsweteabaNeq 
for troubled souls”. He the 

policy of reducing beds lM’.the 
ixieatalty ill should be revei^ 

His was echoed ty. 
Milbuni, Labour heaifo spoic^". 
man, who wanted a.h>alt. ft>' 
acute bed closures. He said 
there was a daqger that care in 
the co mmuni ty would cease to 
command public coi^dence 
unless urgent action was mkea. 
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Elx-directors 

of Iran arms 
firm leave 
MPs puzzled 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Two contiadictoiy veiaons were 
given to MPs yesterday of the 
knowledge among directors at 
BMARC, the Lincolnshire 
weapons-maker, about the ex- 
poit of weapons to Iran in 
deiiance of a government 
embargo. 

'^^Itually every daim made to 
the Commons Trade and In- 
dustty Select Committee by 
Maj-Gen Dcmald Isles, a former 
BMARC director, was subse- 
quenUy i^ected by John An- 
deisoo, his one-time colleague, 
prompting MPs to ask who was 
telling the truth. 

Wth Maj-Gen Isles siding 
with a fellow former director 
and witness, William Mc- 
Naug^t, and Mr Anderson 
agreeiagmth Gerald Jan^ the 
company’s former chair man , 
who claims it was common 
knowledge inteniaUy that the 
guns were bound for Iran, the 
MPs* inqoiiy runs the risk of 
coming dovm to one group’s 
word against the other. 

The committee’s difficulty 
has been exacerbated by the 
lack of documeataiy evidence 
that can be checked. Mr James 
and Mr Anderson maintain 
that all their papers have been 
seized by MinisUy of Defence 
police and not returned. 

Mr Anderson said senior 
staff were so concerned at die 
prospect of their naval guns 
covertly going to Iran that they 
closed down the special office 
dealing with the order con- 
cerned. Tlie committee, adiich 
is investigating the supp^ of 
guns to Iran BMAltC, was 
told by Mr An^isoz^ a former 
director of Astra, its parent 


Badly fitted raft 
‘cost crew’s lives’ 


A wrongly fined life-raft, which 
could have saved the lives of the 
six crew of a lost trawler, stiU 
u-orked when the wreck was 
salvaged two-and-a-half years 
later, a court heard yesterday. 

Five men and a woman 
drowned when the 100-ton scal- 
loper Pescado sank in seconds 
in 240ft of water 13 miles off 
Cornwall ^er safling from faJ- 
mouih on 25 February 1991. 

According to reguladons, the 
%'essel ^uld have had two life 
ra^ on board - but there was 
only one. lashed to railings 
abov’e the crew’s quarters, the 
prosecutor Francis Gilbert QC 
told Bristol Crown Court 

It should have been fitted to 
a regulation cradle, which 
would have allowed the 10- 
man raft to release automati- 
caily, float to the sur&ce and 
inflate during a «inlring. 

The coverra raft would have 
been available to the crew had 
it been proper^ fitted, he told 
the jury. 

Fitting of the life-raft, made 
in the 1970s, was supervised by 
Joseph O'Connor. 44, who, 
with Alan Ayres, 56, has 


pleaded not gu9^ to six char^ 
of manslauj^ter arising from 
the death of the crew. 

Mr O’Connor and Mr Ayres 
were respectively managing 
agents and direnor of the com- 
pany which ovraed the Pescado^ 
Guideday Limited. 

While he was skippering and 
managing the vessel, Mr 
0'03^r allowed the raft to re- 
main on h, Mr Gilbert said on 
the second day of the trial. 

O'Connor supplied the 
life raft to the /hstazdb after a crew 
member oomptained there was 
none on board. He lock the moss- 
covered raft from his garden 
and lashed it to the /bseadb's rails. 
Tied on in ttow^, its automatic 
release mechanism was unaUe to 
work, thejuiy beard. 

TTip Jury watched police 
video foctfage of the life-iw be- 
ing taken from the salvaged 
wreck in September 1993, and 
inflated. Some of the crew 
would have survived if the re- 
quired safety equipment had 
been available to them, said Mr 
Gflbert yesterday. 

The trial continues on 
Moo^. 


DAILY POEM 


On Wenlock Edge 

By' .A E Housman 

On Wenlock Edge the wood's in trouble: 

His forest the Wrefdn heax-es; 

The gale, it files the saplings double, 

And thick on Sex cm snow the leaves. 

Tn-ould bknv like this through holt and hanger 
When Uricon tlte cUy stood: 

Tls the old wuut in the old anger. 

But then it thresh^ another wood. 

Then, 'twos before my time, the Roman 
As yonder heaving hill would stare: 

The Mood that warms an Diglish yeoman. 

The thwfiits that lutrt him, they were there. 

There, like the wind through woods in riot, 
Through him the gale of ^e Mew h^ 

The tree of man was neivr quiet: 

Then 'twos the Roman, now tis /. 

The ga^ it plies the sapBngs double. 

It Mows so hard, 'twill soon be gone: 

Tb-dav the l^muttt and his trouble 
Are ashes uitder Uricon. 


oYr“ei‘^U^ are insepaiabte from 

Hbusman's mtenialemotioiial landsc^. 

there wiD be readings, concerts, recitals, lo^ and 

protnotedandoM)nlinaiedby^Hoi™ 

liehl of which is the Ludlow Festival from 23 June to y uh , 
aiwhich Seamus Heanev will read from he own and Hous- | 
and there wiU be /jMtal of 

cal version Shrt^tire by Thomas AUen. Bos office , 
infonnation is available on 01527 8724i— i 



City pageant to revive historic Thames 








company, that a photograph in 
a defence magazine and ru- 
mours among staff, prompted 
the closure. 

Codenamed Project Lisi, the 
order was ostensibly to Singa- 
pore. Jonathan Aitken, the for- 
mer Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury who was on the 
BMARC board as a non- 
executive director, has denied 
knowing its flnal destination. 

Earlier, MPs heard that an- 
other senior Conservative 
politician, Douglas Hogg, the 
present Minisler of Agricul- 
ture, was also involved wuh the 
company, frequently acting as 
a go-between mth the Gov- 
ernment on export licenang 
problems. 

Maj-Gen Isles said Mr Hogg, 
^ BMARC's constituency MP 
in Grantham, was used to sound 
out the attitude of the author- 
ities to possible orders. 

FoDowing Astra's puidiase of 
BMARC from the Swiss com- 
pany, Oerlikon, Mr Anderson 
was sent to Lincolnshire to 
smooth relations between staff 
and their new owners. He 
checked with Maj-Gen Isles, 
about Lisi. ‘'When 1 was in 
Grantham I heard rumours 
that Iran' was the ultimate end 
user whidi I mentioned to Gen- 
eral Isles. He assured me this 
was not so and that eveiythiqg 
was okay,” he said. 

Then, a sales engines pro- 
duced a from an Ainer- 

tcan defence journal showing 
the BMARC 20mm gun aboard 
an Iranian ship. The upsbot of 
the picture and the rumours was 
the closure of the special Lisi 
office at BMARC. 

MPs were told by Maj-Gen 
Isles that no such Lia office 
existed i 






COUN BROWN 

Chief Rsiftical Corre^mndent 

The revival of the Lord Mayors 
ShcMr on the river Thames is be- 
ing planned as a spectacular 
event in London to usher in the 
millcnniuin. 

The floating show of colour- 
ful barges, portrayed by 
Canaletto, last took to the riv- 
er in ld56. but plans arc quiet- 
Jy being laid by the Government 
and the of London for it to 

be revived in 1999. 

John Cummer, Secretary of 
State for the Environment, is 
backing the idea, which he 
hopes will lead to a revival of 
private river traffic on the 
Thames to recreate some of the 
life on the river when it was 
portrayed bobbing with boats. 

Launching the Lord Mayor's 
Show on the river w’as suggest- 
ed by Dominic Reid, the 
F^^antmaster, who is respon- 
sible for organismg the annual 


show through the City. “We are 
in the process of plarming some- 
thing which is going to te quite 
wonderful if it comes off. It will 
be magnificent because the 
City has 1,000 years of history 
upon which to i^ect and it can 
also look forward,” he said Mr 
Reid is not tiying to recreate the 
picture painted by Canaletto, 
however. It xvtU feature modem 
craft, with extravagant floating 
sculptures, but it wQ] be safer 
than it used to be. 

The competition on the riv- 
er between the liveiy companies 
was so great that iu 1453 some- 
one was killed in a clash be- 
tween the Skinners and the 
Merchant Ihylors, who were of- 
ficially supposed to take the or- 
der of six and seven in the 
procession. They were said to 
have been at “sixk and sevens”. 

“It used to be fairly chaotic 
in a lot of ways. Bai^ were 
fairly common and they were 
quite spectacular. There were 





Time’s tide: The Canaietto (top left) and the Thames yesterday, seen from the same spot Photograph: Edward Sykes 


slate barges with 18 oars and all 
the lively companies bad barges 
with 12 oars,” Mr Reid said 
The purpose of the proces- 
sion, for which records go back 
to 1422, is to allow the Lord 


Mayor to sw'ear an oath of al- 
legiance to the Crown. The 
ceremony used to be held at 
Westminster, involving a flotil- 
la from the City to Westminster 
Steps, before being moved to 


the Law Courts. It was moved 
to dry land because the nar- 
rowing of the river to make the 
Victoria Embankment made it 
more difficult for the oarsmen 
to row against the tide. Mr 


Cummer is looking at ways of 
reopening the river to more ac- 
cess, a step which can be taken 
because of the protection from 
flooding offered by the Thames 
Barrier at Woolwich. 
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Labour boost 
for employee 
share schemes 


Semi-detaclied rebel: Sir Richard Body •temporarily' accepts Government «hp 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Politicai Editor 

Labour will todjw project itself 
as the of widW share 

ownerslup, in a daring attempt 
to outflaw the Government in 
the debate over the “stake- 
holder economy^ unveQed by 
the party’s leader, Tony Blair. 

In a b^note speech, Alistair 
Darling, the party's City 

sjxikesinan, wiD unveil moves to 
encourage employee share 
ownership, and will argue that, 
contrary to popular belief, in- 
dividual share ownership has 
declined under Tory rale. 

The latest attempt by the par- 
ty to redefine its aUitude to pri- 
vate shareholding came as the 
leadership disassociated itrelf 
from unwelcome trade unioo 
sunestions that “stakehold- 
in^ would require fresh Jegis- 
laiion on workers' rights. 

The Tory high command 
seized on remarks by John 
Edmonds, general secretaiy of 
the GMB unioo, in which he 
said workers needed new rights 
to deal with insecurity, the ease 
with which they can be sadced, 
and their lack of information 
about company policy. 


Mr Edmonds bad said on 
BBC Radio: ‘’There wffl be 
even more need under a stake- 
holder eamomy for trade unicm 
support, to ensure those indi- 
vidual rights are piop^ im- 
plement^" 

But Brian Mawhinney, the 
Tory chairman, said Mr Ed- 
monds' remarks, and an earli- 
er oewi^aper article by John 
Monks, general secretary of 
the TUC. emphasising the 
unions’ role as “stMteholders'’, 
showed that Mr Blair was seek- 
ing to turn the dock bade to 
union control. 

While Mr Monks insisted 
that a stakeholder econooty 
did not mean a return to the 
197^ Dr Mawhinney said 
Labour’s new theme amounted 
“a deal under which Lemur’s 
old friends in the trade union 
movement would get back all 
the power and pr^eges th^ 
abused in the 1970s. 

*^u cannot be serious about 
a stakehoidiog economy if you 
remain tied to the unions." 

In his artide, Mr Monks 
stressed uniooswere committed 
to securing economic success. 

Mr Darling, who yesterday 
dismissed the idea that the 


^akeholder concept implied a 
fresh raft of l^islation, will in- 
^ that one k^ element would 
be the role emplctyce share 
ownership can play in motivat- 
ing the woikfOFoe. He will ar- 
gue that the proportion of 
shares held by indraduals de- 
creased from ^ per cent in 1981 
to IS per cent in 1993. He will 
s^ L^xnir envisages a worid in 
«&cb employee share owner- 
ship will be seen as ^not an op- 
tional extra, not as somethi^ 
unusual but as the norm in our 
dynamic ecoaomy”. 

Yesterd^ Mr Darling de- 
clared: “All history sho^ if 
you pass rules and regulations 
to try and force someone to 
change their culture, it doesn't 
work. 

“You have to convince peo- 
ple that the only way they are 
going to succeed is fintity Ity en- 
suring that everybody who 
works for a compazty, from the 
boardroom to the shopfloor, 
feels involved in maJdqg that 
company successful." 

Keimeth Clarke, the Chan- 
ceUor, attacked the Labour ini- 
tiative as “empty flaimer. He 
said: “It is waree. It is devoid 
0 / any sensible meaning." 
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farce as Tory 
returns to fold 




COUN BROWN 

There was no white coat, but 
dtsUDci signs of flapping with- 
in the Go\'ernment last night 
over the restoration of the whip 
to the Ibty Euro-rebel Sir 
Richard Body. 

The veteran MP for Holland 
with Boston caused confusion 
and a set-hack for John Major 
after sswing be had accepted the 
whip “temporarily'' and could 
resii^ ^ain if he is not satisfied 
with asurances about European 
fishing policy. 

^ Richard yesterd^ was of- 
ficially welcomed back to the 
fold at a lunch at 12 Downing 
Street by Alas lair Goodlad. the 
GovenuDeot chief whip. 

Mr Major, who once said he 
heard “the flapping of white 
coats" every time he beard Sir 
Richard's name, diplomatica^ 
stayed two doors away in 
No 10. 

Mr Goodlad later issued a 
statement sttying Sir Ridiard 
was “in receipt of the whip". The 
whips breaihed a sigh of relief 
that the CcKksniment^ wafer-thin 
majcTrity bad been increased 
DOW are five," said one. 

Unaware ofthk. Sir Richard 
issued a statement saying that 
he bad not taken the al- 
though be promised to support 
the Government in votes where 
he could. 

Five minutes later. Sir 
Richard, after consulting the 
whips' office, issued a new 
statement that he had “tem- 
porarily" accepted iht vridp. 

The confurion technically 
meant John Major's Co mm ons 
majority yo-yoed from five to 


three and back a^iin within less 
than an hour. 

Sir Richard made clear his 
continued support .would de- 
pend on the Icgaliiy of- Gov- 
ernment assurances about 
pfttfection for Kitish fishermen. 

The “wUHie-won‘i-hc‘r farce 
left ministers exa&peraled and 
Labour jubfiaot at ibe continu- 
ing chaos in the Tor>’ ranks. 
Robin Cook. Labour's foreign 
afiairs spokesman, said it wus a 
“personal humiliation for John 
M^or". 

Cook added Lhoi despite 
the assurances b\' the Govern- 
ment chief whip that Sir 
Richard would take the Tory 
whip, it was clear that Sir 
Rich^ was making his 
conditional on further conces- 
sions to his Euro-sceptic views! 

“He is being offered the Tooy 
whip on his own terms, no! the 
Prime blister's," Nir Cook' 
said. ‘Tt is further proof of the 
Goveouiicnt's drift lo the ri£^" 

Sir Richard. tiS. took part in 
a Tbiy rebeOion in DecembCT 
1994 which defeated the Gdv-. 
emment over VAT on. fuCL 
When Ibty ^uo-rdids the 

whip removed as punishmeift, 
SfrRicharcLwhohad absiaii^ ' 
resigned the whip in tynqi^iy. . 

The whip was t e sio^ lo-tiie. 
Euro-sceptics last year, bii.t^ 
Richard refused to rettihi::'His- 
dedsion to return -dov.'hik 

hailed as an act lecondEftfion. 

Tory Genlrd Offire soiirces, 
and the whips afro pomfed'our. 
that Sir Ridiaid's constituepty 
party win select ifscan^d^ta 
1 Frixuaiy. tf Sir Richard did not 
take the wfai^ he could not figfit .. 
the seat for tte Cooservatii^ 


Condon warns ' 
weapon culture 


JASON BENNETTO 

A gw and knife culture is 
emerging among gangs of 
youths, one of the country’s 
most senior police officers 
warned yesterday. 

Sir Paul Condon, the Met- 
ropolitan Ifolice Commfrsioner, 
said action needed to be taken 
to stop the “frighte ning ” 
velopmenL He told the Com- 
mons Home Affairs Select 
^mmittee that the number of 
incidents involving knives in 
London had risen from in 
1993 to 2,550 last year. 

He told the committee of 
MPs: “There's a grow ing will- 
ingness, particularly by young 
criminals, to carry knives and 
guns in circumstances which 1 
find veiy disturbing and as a so- 
ciety we must do our be^ to 
counter that." 

He added “ We have an sh 
creasing number of loose al- 
liances of young pec^ whether 
for street robbery, builying or 
extortion and there's a growing 
willingness by young people to. 
cany knives. T^ is wl^ po- 

lice on the street ... 1 believe 
we must stamp on that fumly.” 


He went on to waim of the 
“emerging knife and gua cul- 
ture” among young people. 

Sir Paul smd he welcomed a 
private member’s bill yriiich 
will increase ..the maxmum 
f^nahy for canying a Jmife u> 
six months and gives greater, 
powers of arrest He would 
a lso RtTppQrt aiy measorw y> 
stop the advertising of knivs in . 
shops and order ec- 
logues that “celebrate" the 
weapons or suggests thqr. are .. 
maii^ to own. - 

On .the day before the police 
are due to announce' triafroffCS. 
spr^ in 18 forces, be backed the 
use of the incapadtahi'add ar- 
gued that it opukl.rediK^;^ 
.numbers of injuries that ' 

and offenders reeefvi& 

He would hsve^p^en^ to . 
trial p^iper sprays in London 
but had rul^ out the devices af- 
ter medical esq>^ suggested 
thi^ -could be dangerous to 
asthmatics-, -and . pregnant . 
'sramen.' - 

He said .that new longer and 
eneodible batons had made “ 
a drannuic”' difference- to-tfae 
number of assaults on polire 
officers. 
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Mountaineers 

attack ‘licence’ 
plan for Alps 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Bri^ iDOuntaineers have cmi- 
demned an attenq)t to introduce 
• “ticences" for people wanting lo 
clim b in the high Alps. 

Sir Chris Bonnington, Pres- 
- ident of the Alpine Club, said 
. the idea of licences, proposed 
by Amedeo Amadeo, an Italian 
MEP, was “total anathema”. 
And the plan is likely to be 
'met with disapproval by 
Bntain’s lS0,000-strong climb- 
ing community. 

' Qimbers have a fierce at- 
tadimeni to the anaicfaic nature 
of their sporL While qualifica- 
tions and certificates are tte rule 
for instructors and guides, any 
constr^ts on the freedom of 
' individuals would be regarded 
wi^ horror. Sir Chris urged 
“climbers in every country” to 
do “all they can to resist” the 
imposifion of licences. 

. in a written question to the 
European Commission, Mr 
Amadeo called for a series of 
aptitude tests for anyone wish- 
ing to “climb or explore glaci- 
ers”. In effect this would cover 
most of the Alps above the tree 
line - hitting climbers, ski- 
mountaineers and high- 
level walkers. 

A “European licence” would 
undoubtedly lead to a drastic re- 
duction in the number of acci- 
dents. the MEP said, pointing 


out that 31 people died in the 
first nine months of 1995 in the 
Italian Alps alone. 

“Many tourists go climbing 
and often treat mountaineering 
as a game, setting off without 
proper training or equipment, 
thieiking that they know what 
th^ are doing," he said. 

far there has only been a 
holding answer from Marceli- 
no Oreja, the Spanish Com- 
missioner for Culture, s^ng 
that information is being 
collected. 

But the views of the moun- 
taineers themselves have not 
b^n sought The British Moun- 
taineering Council only beard 
of the proposal by chance, when 
one of its 34,000 members ^t- 
ted it in tbe European Union's 
official Journal. 

Roger Payne, the BMC gen- 
eral secretaiy, has written to the 
Commission ejqsressing “ex- 
treme concern” at the idea of 
a licence and urging Brussels to 
seek the views of national 
raountaineeriag federations. 
He has alerted the Italian 
Alpine Oub and the British 
MEP Angela Billin^am, who 
is a member of the European 
Parliament sport group. 

‘The BMC's view is that 
safety in mountaineering is 
achieved through persona] re- 
spOQsibili^ and self-reliance,” 

Payne said. “We would see 


Contract loss 
threatens 
shipyard jobs 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Fears are Diounting for the jobs 
of SXlOO woricers at Britain’s 
biggest shipyard, at Bairow-in- 
Furness. Cumbria, foUowing the 
Government's decudon not to 
make it the prime contractor on 
the ncu' “Batch Two” Ihrfa^ar 
Gass submarine programme. 

'Htc decision, announced just 
before the Pariiamemaiy Christ- 
mas recess, has provoked real 
anxiet}' among the workforce at 
VSELI Some workers have been 
informally briefed by junior 
managers to brace themselves 
for the worst and to try to find 
new jobs in the next two years. 

But in a place as isolated as 
Barrow, that is easier said than 
done. Since 1990, VSEL, which 
is In’ ^ the l^est emplqyerin 
ihe'iown and in south rumb ria. 
has seen siaffiagkvelsptummet 
from 14,000 to around 5,000. 

\^th work on the IHdeQt 



John Hutton: Meeting with 
GEC head ‘constructive’ 


subinarines diie to end in tbe next 
two years, qjeculation is growing 
that VS]^ could be mothballed 
rmtil new orders are secured. 

A delega^ of local town and 
count)' political leaders and trade 
unions returned to Barrow )<es- 
terd^ after hastily arranged pri- 
vate talks with Lord Weinstock, 
head of GEC which bought 
VSEL last year. The>’ were ac- 
companied by John Hutton. 
Labour MP lor Barrow and 
Furness, who described the 
meeting as “constructive”. 

Kitchen, area official of 
the engineering union AEEU, 
also met Weinstock and said 
there were real worries over the 
shipyard’s short-tenn prospects. 
The awarding of tbe Trafalgars 
away from VSEL meant it 
faced a shortfall in new work, 
e^dal^ on the design ride. 

Even If Barrow wins the or- 
ders for the Royal Na^ys new 
helicopter landing platform 
ship and the replacements for 
HMS Feartess and HMS In- 
trepid. there was still a possibly 
lengti^ period during which 
no submarines or surface ves- 
sels would be built Hie yard 
would be redoubling its efforts 
to secaiie ordecs for commercial 
vessels. *^e need alternative 
work,” Mr Kitchen said. 

'hie contracts for the Irafal- 
gars have ^ne to a consortium 
comprising GEC-Marconi, 
Rolls-Royce and AMEC That 
successful bid was not as wen ad- 
vanced as VSELs. and relied 
upon a completely different 
design. The GEC-Marconi 
njflns u'cre submitted before 
GEC bought VSEL 


Jail for mother who 
killed child with salt 


A mother who deprived her 
bab>' of sufficient food and 
eventu^' poisoned the child by 
giving her huge amounts of 
sah was jailed for five years 
vesterdav. 

Karen Fox. 3S, of *Iblford, 
Shropshire, was convicted by a 
Stafford Crown Court juiy last 
October of the manslaughter of 
her daughter Heddwen and cru- 
el^' toward another child. Sen- 
tence was dclwed for reports. 


JOIN NOW FROM 
JUST £36 



The jury heard that Fox, a 
mother of three, severely 
restricted the 21-month-old 
Heddwen’s growth by prevent- 
ing her from eating properly. 

\^’hile Heddwen was recefr- 
ing treatmenL Fox interfered by 
periodically admiiustering salL 
Irading to the child's death. 

It was thought Fox mso' have 
been affected b>- “Munchan^’s 
syndrome ty prosy” ,aco ndition 
cnisii^ someone to inflicl h^uzy 
on another in order to draw 
attention to themselves. 

F^ing sentence in London 
yesterday. Mr Justice Keene 
yitri he bad oonridered impos- 
ing an indeterminate life term 
in the lis^C of a p^-efaiatr^'s re- 
port indicating that Fox might 
a d^er to the public. 
“Although 1 am not entireh’ 
satisfied that you will not be a 
danger, a life sentence would 
not be justified,'' he told her. 

He directed that psychiatric 
reports should be sent to the 
Home Office and the Parole 
Board. 


this as a terrible infringemeut 
on people’s basic f^edom to 
visit the mountains.” 

Last autumn, the BMC 
mounted a successful campaign 
against a proposal before the 
Council of Europe calling for 
“legally enforced” clunbing 
bans on cliffs important for 
biological and land^pe diver- 
siQr. Strictly enforced, it would 
have covered most of tbe 
popular crags in Britain. 

The ban was part of a Pan- 
European Biological and Land- 
scape Diversity Strategy - 
Europe's response lo the 1992 
Earth Summit -but John Cum- 
mer, Secretary of State for the 
Environment,’ and other envi- 
ronment ministers decided fur- 
ther work needed (o be done. 



Underworld revealed: Workers cleaning up sewer tunnels at Whitley Baj^ Tyne and Wear, yesterday in preparataon 
Northumbria Water to residents who have suffered three years of disruption during a £21m upgrading of the ^rstem 


for guided tours offered by 
Photograph: Owen Humphreys 
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A WEEKEND IN PARIS 


FOR TWO 


Wefcome to Paris for an unforgettable weekend. Up lo 31st March 1996 too people iraveffing 
together from London Heaihrow and sharing a room for two nights with continental breakfast 
at a 3 star Mercure Hotel will pay £99 each. For just £20 per person extra, accommodation 
could be in a deluxe category Meridien Hotel. In association with the Paris Tourist Office you 
will also be offered at no additional charge the "Paris-Visiie" package with bus and metro pass 
and the "Carte Musees er Monuments" which gives you priority and free admission to 65 
museums and monuments in Paris. WHien you visit the most famous department stores in Paris, 
Priniemps and Caieries Lafayette, a special gift will be w'aiting for you. You will also receive a 
dur\' free discount voucher to use at Charles de Gaulle Terminal 2. Departures available from 
Birmingham, Manchester and Edinburgh with a supplement. For more information and 
reservations, call Air France Holidays on 01ST742 3377, Cresta Holidays on 0161-927 7000. 
Paris Travel Service on 01992-456000, Travelscene on OlSl-427 4445 or ask your Travel .•Kgeni. 
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Chechen siege: Reporters ordered away as Russian Infantry withdraws before start of rochet bombard ^ . 

‘We have decided to finish the operation 


PHIL REEVES 

Pervomsvskoye 

It has become a shameful piece 
of domestic business that the 
Kremlin do longer wants the 
world to see. For two days we 
watdied from the sidelines as 
Russian artHleiy pounded a vil- 
lage held by Chechen rebels, re- 
^nlless of the probability that 
they also were slaughtering 
men, women and children 
being held there at gun point. 

Pot two days we w^di^ with 
disbelief as t& Rusaan militaiy 
sent in its best forces, only to 
have them reMlled by no more 
than 150 Ggh^ armed fighters. 
Now, as the liQ&wanng sokheis 
gathered around us made only 
too clear, they wanted journal- 
ists out of the area. 

We would have to move to 
another village, one well out of 
aght of the next episode in the 
battle of I^ivoroa^koye: the ut- 
ter destruction of the pl^ 
and all its occupants, including 
any hostages still alive. When 
governments set about kUIing 
their own, th^ prefer to do so 
away from the public's gaze. 

The change in tactics was an- 
nounced by Major General 
Alexander Mikhailov, chief 
spokesman of the Federal Se- 
curity Service (FSB). It was 
clear, he announced, that the 
‘'bandits" had beenkfllmg their 
hostages, scores of Dag^tanis 
unlucl^ enough to have been in 
Kizlyar last week when the 
Chechens stormed in and 
rounded them up in a hospital, 
later adding 37 policemen Bmm 
Siberia to their number. 

Moreover, he continued, the 
Chechens had attempted to 
break through Russian lines 
on Tuesday nl^t, kSling six sol- 
diers and injurmg 38. Front-line 
officers had seen the bodies of 
six of the Siberian policemen 
strung up in the vQla^ and the 
hostages were ‘'practically" all 


dead, a claim he made no at- 
tempt to collaborate, althou^ 
he blamed the rebels for Mtlmg 
them ail. "’Hie dec^on has 
been taken to finish the oper- 
ation," he concluded. 

Three nearby Grad missfle 
launchers that had appeared 
overnight a few hundr^ yards 
away, their 32 rocket tubes 
pelting into the heart of the ^ 
la^, left DO doubt what “ finish 
o^meanL But the general was 
willing to elaborate. “There 
will be mas^ fire. You’ll see." 
The Russians plan to level 
I^rvomayskoye in an attempt to 
bring a swift end to abattle 
is a moral defeat and a militaiy 
humiliation, no matter what 
the outcome. 

We woke y^erday to find 
scores of Russian infontiyinen 
gaunt with exhacistiao, manystin 
bearing a red facial bruise 
caused by rifle recoil, plodding 
away from the battle&ld and 
boarding a fleet of buses. 

“We are all getting out and 
then we are going to fuck them 
with the Grads," said one. 

Although th^ represented 
the 6Ute of the Russ^ forces, 
piofesrional troops frnn the Al- 
pha anti-terrorist unit and the 
Ministry of Interior SOBR 
rapid-reaction force, they had 
been beaten back by the 
Chechens and their leader, 
Salman Raduyev. Now they 
were being withdrawn to allow 
the levelling to commence. 

The Russians have supplied 
differing explanations as to wt^ 
the cream of their forces was 
humbled so decisively, despite 
having their path deaiM by fHO- 
longed artillery shelling, liiey 
have complained about 
Chechen aoipefs, their elabuate 
network of trenches and their 
speed and agility. 

One SOBR commando de- 
scribed how he and his unit were 
within 20 metres of the mosque 
the Chechens were using as 







Hre power: A Russian Grad 

their headquarters. Then they 
realised the rebels had drawn 
them into a trap and were start- 
ing to surround them. “Five 
minutes longer and it would 
have been too late," he said. 

Yet it is hard to believe that 
other factors were not also at 
work - an unwillingness to kill 
their fellow countrymen, per- 


^iiiiSMS^feidimoaiKhenposnions in Pervoniaystoya, in a sign that the amy has gh«n up ho|» of fiwingflie hostages Phaln^-AP 


haps, or a poor military com- 
mand structure, or the low 
morale of an army which knows 
h is up against an enemy that 
is willing to die for its cause. 

Last night as darkness dosed 
in on northern Da^un, we 
waited for the “ massive fire" to 
begin. For several hours a bush 
had foUen over the village, in- 


terrupted onlv by the occa- 
sional flood of 'shells, like a bad 
tempered neighbour repeated- 
fy slamming a heavy door. 

Yet the relief that the lull in 
the Russian bombardment 
brought was oveishadowed by 
a strong feeling that we were 
i ivilring across the fields at a 
hideout for condemned men. 


No one expe cts the rebels to 
surrender. 

Ii was alw shattered by the 
Russians who suddenly un- 
leashed the Grads, five or six at 
a time, which made an arc 
across the landscape and land- 
ed with a bone-jarring thump. 
For the next few hours we 
could see them hurtling in. one 


Hijacked ship creeps towards Istanbul 


after another. This was proha- 
bh' not the full-scale onslaught 
the Russians promised. Thau it 
seems, is yet to come. 

t^lien h does, it will cap a dis- 
mal episo^ for Pre^dent Boris 
Yeltsin and Mikbafl Barsukov, 
head of the FSB, who has run 
the operation here in Dagestan. 
Before resorting to full-scale 


UKRAINE 


military aetkm, had a mmal 
obli^tion lb use eweiy means 
at their di^X)sal, from negoti- 
ations, however unl&ely to suo 
ceed, to psychological warfare 
to settle me matter. Even* shell 
that lamb on Benvnnaysl^'e in 
the neset few days be a 
blooify reminder they failed to 
do so. 
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HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

The scratchy voice on the sbip- 
(o-$hore telepbone from the hi- 
jacked feny Avrasya is that of 
the leader of the pro-Chechen 
gunmen holding more than 100 
Russian tourists, seamen and 
uuders hostage in die Black Sea. 

It is also somelhii^ of an echo 
fbnn the bloody wars of Russia's 
pasL Mohammed Tokcan and 
his half-dozen gunmen are now 
known to come from a disci- 
plined and motivaied commu- 
nity of Turkish citizens 
descended from more than a 
million people forced to flee the 
Tsarist and Soviet conquests of 
the Caucasus in the past 
century. 

“We have done this in the 
name of unity and indepen- 
dence of the North Caucasus 


stale [of 1918]," Mr Tbkcan said 
in one of many confident tele- 
phone interviews on Turkic 
television as the ship, seized in 
the port of Trabzon on Tuesday, 
steamed west at a steady 10 
knots towards Istanbul. 

Mr Tokcan has vowed to 
blow up the privately-owned. 
Turkish-rented 3300-ton Pana- 
manian-flag vessel in Istanbul’s 
busy Bosphorus strait if Russ- 
ian troops do not stop their as- 
sault on Chechen 
hostage-takers holed up in a 
Dagestan village. 

Last night toe AiTosya was 
steaming towards Sinop, where 
Mr Ibkcan said he m^jit release 
some of the hostages. Turkish 
officials warned of heavy seas 
and the dangers of AiTiuya'j 
lack of fuel, but the captain and 
hijackers said everybody on 
board was well eating and 


sleeping in their cabins “as nor- 
mal". If the 5^ has enough 
fuel, she is expected in Istanbul 
tomorrow. 

The stnp was seized vriiile pas- 
sengers were boarding and no- 
bo^ is sure of the numbers: 
estimates say there are from 100 
to ISO Russians, about 40 Turks. 
40 Turkish crew and a sprinkling 
of other former Soviet oation- 
ahties. The only casual^so far 
reported has been a Turkish 
port official, slightly wounded 
in the foot when he iiuUally tried 
to oppose the hijacking.' 

Mr Tokcan and his accom- 
plices won their battle spurs two 
years ago fighting in the Cau- 
casus on the same side as the 
Riistians. They became some of 
the best-known of 200 Turkish 
citizens who fought on the ride 
of the mostly Muslim Abkhaz 
against the government of 


Georgia, according to sources 
iu Turkey’s north Caucasus 
community. 

During the fighting. Mr Tok- 
can, who said be was descend- 
ed from Abkhaz ancestors, 
became close to Sbamfl Basay- 
ev, the celebrated Chechen 
warrior who planned last year's 
brazen hosta^raid on a Russ- 
ian hospital in Budyennci^^k. 
Turkish television even broad- 
cast pictures of Mr Basayev 
showing Mr Tokcan a ceremo- 
nial sword during a recent trip 
to Cheduiya. 

Ibkcan has hinted to in- 
terviewers ^ ship radio that the 
order to seize the^^iTontz came 
from outside, perhaps Mr 
Basayev himself, and his de- 
mand have concentrated on 
helping the Chechens. 

Maiiy Turks feel ^'tnf»lhyfor 
the struggle for indepaideoce 


of their fellow-Muslims in 
Chechnya, but the Turk^ for- 
eign ministry spokeanan. Omer 
Akbel, condemned the hijack- 
ing as a terrorist act “We be- 
lieve the Chechen problem 
should be settled by peacefril 
means, and we support Russian 
territorial integrin-.” he said. 

The hijackers have promised 
to let the Turkish hostages free 
before blowing up the ship. 
Imt have left the fote of the Ri^ 
riaos undear. The Turk^ se- 
curity chief said fais men would 
intervene if there was actual 
danger of Uses being lost 

Mr Akbel said Turkey's 
strong stance against the hi- 
jacki^ should reassure Rusria 
about where its loyalties lay. 
Ankara has sometiiing of a 
love-hate relationship with 
Moscow, their mutuaJ com- 
mercial inieresis o&ei bv sus- 


picions about each others’ in- 
tentions towards the mostly 
Turkic-speaking Muslim mi- 
norities of the former Soviet 
Union. 

Russian bitterness was ap- 
parent in a remark by Ihtyana 
Samolis, spokeswoman for the 
Russian ^reign Intelligence 
Service. She told the Interfax 
news agen^’ that, on more than 
one occasion, the service had 
warned Rusrian leaders that the 
Turldsfa authorities were “con- 
niving with the Chechens". 

She said: “One of the main 
responsibilities of foreign in- 
leOigence is to collect mfonna- 
tioQ ^x)ut dangers threaieiung 
Russian security, and about the 
ancerib'of the statements made 
by foreign countries in relations 
toRnsria." 

The Turidsb ^kesman, Mr 
AkbeL said: “Om long experi- 
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ence shows that none of these 
[teirorist actionsj can be con- 
doned" speakmg with mote 

Than half an eye, no doubt, on 
Turk^s own image problem 
over the bloody oo^ct in its 
mainly Kurdish south-east 
Tuik^ yesterday showed re- 
porters ik bodies of 1 1 pio-gpv- 
emment Kurdish militiamea 
massacred and burned on a 
lonely mountain road by the 


Tigris river. They bad been 
kflled in an aj^nrent amburii by 
the Kurdistm Workers' Fhi^' 
(PKin on Mond^. 

lurlrey has become increas- 
ingly suspicious about the 
PIK's blossoming presence in 
Moscow, as Moscow is su^ 
cious of some ’Turkish idaticos 
with the rebels in the Caucasus. 
But they share a desire to de- . 
feat separatism. 


Magnet 
Half Price 

KITCHEN & BEDROOM+ 

a\LE 


NOW 

ON 


For your nearest showroom or a 
free catalogue - call free on 

0800 555 825 

OPENING TIMESc Nonnal opening 
Monday-Saturday 800-5.00. Selected biai^»« np“* 
upUlB.00on*niundavsiid 10 . 004.00 on 




Check each I 


tfordetaOs. 




Magnet 


British troops ordered 
to arrest war criminals 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Blitor 

British troops in Bosnia will de- 
tain the Bosnian Serb leaders 
Radovan Karadzic and lUtko 
Mladic if the opportunity arises, 
the Armed Forces Minister, 
Nicholas Soames, confirmed 
yesterday. 

Mr Smmes said British sol- 
diers were under orders to 
apprehend any of the 52 indi- 
viduals so^l by the United 
Nations international war 
crimes tribunal but would not 
seek them out. “If they bump 
into them at a checkpoint they 
will want to detain them," he 
said. He also reiterated that 
British forces would provide es- 
corts for war crimes mvesUga- 
tois who want to ei^ore 
the rites of suspected mass 
graves in Serb-controlled areas. 

Mr Soames was speaking as 
the Ministry of D«ence an- 
nounced that deplt^ent of 
13,000 British service peisormel 
would be completed on sched- 
ule ^ tamorrow. The waxriiu 
parties are expected to fulm 
their pledge to withdraw from 
the battlefield “confrontation 
lines” by the same date. 

The Nato peace-keeping mis- 
rion has thus reached i» fiiit 30- 
da^ deadline to Uk appareai 
satisfaction of the govenunents 
supplying troops to the 36,000- 
stFong force, known as l-Tor. 
The Nato peace-keepers have 
set up a lo^ radio station to 
promote their cause and they 
are publishing a Serbo-Croat 
language nev^per - called 
The HaaM of Poacc - to get 
their message across to the 
population. 

Mr Soames said Britain was 
comraitied to exercise a “cen- 
tral influence" over the resolu- 
tion of the Yugoslav con^ but 


would not keep its forces there 
b^ond the planned limit of next 
December. 

“The mission is for 12 
months. We went in with the 
Americans. We wfll go out with 
the Americans. We remain con- 
fident that the misrion will be 
achieved within 12 months," Mr 
Soames said. 

But Mr Soames admitted 
that formidable political and 
military problems could lie 




Karadzic: Serbian leader 
sought by UN tribunal 

ahead, Clearly distancing 
Britain from the US intention 
to (rain and arm the forces of 
the Bosnian government, he 
smd “neither Nato nor any con- 
tingent in I-For will ann and 
train (he Bosnian forces". 'The 
British government would not 
^ ^party to any such project. 
“It’s not on," Mr Soames said. 

“Tbere is a need for rKtiisin," 
the minister added. He said 
freedom of movement for civil- 
ians remained an important is- 
sue, saying that interference tw 
gunmen at illegal checkpoints 
•Vill not be tolerated", ^festem 


officials are also concerned 
that the gTTCTfng Bosnian gov- 
ernmeni and the Croat politi- 
cal entity in Bosnia wfll not 
dissolve themselves, as planned, 
to re-fonn under the new po- 
liticaJ arrangements envisaged 
by the Dayton peace accords. 

Feais about the activities of 
Islamic mojahedm fillets al- 
lied to the Bosnian govern- 
ment seem to have eased, 
according to Brigadier John 
Reith, the I>ireclorof Mflitaiy 
Operations. “We have no re- 
ports of mujahedin in our sec- 
tor and my understanding is that 
by and large they have with- 
drawn from the country,” 
Brigadier Reith said. 

Under the terms of the Day- 
ton accords all foreign ele- 
ments were to have left Bosnia 
by 13 January, although 
Brigadier Reith conceded that 
some of the mujahedin may 
have adopted Bosnian ruition- 
ality or intermarried. 

None the less, both ministers 
and armed forces chiefs are at 
pains to represent the initial de- 
ployment as an almost unqual- 
ified success. Brigadier Reith 
smd there had been some ttc- 
lion between troop oontributing 
nations as forces were “rebaK 
hneed" by the Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe CSaceur), 
General George Joulwan. A 
Malayan contingent had been 
uncling to transfer to the 
British sector until orde^ to, 
while funding and lo gis tics 
problems had prevented Pak- 
istan from sending men. 

The next s^eduled test of 
TFor’s misrion - “crunch time", 
Brigadier Reith called it - wili 
come in mid-April, 120 days af- 
ter the mission be^. By then 
the armed forces of Muslim, 
Serb and Croat factions should 
have withdrawn to barracks. 


Bomber sheikh’s last message 

NewKbrk — Sheikh Omar Abdel-Rafaman was preparing to de- 
liver a final message before being sentenced to & m pradh Tor 
plots to bomb New York landmarks and kill Prerident Hpsai 
Mubarak of Egypt The blind, 57-year-old s heiirh and ning ruh- 
ers were convict^ 1 October of seditious conspiracy in a i^tio 
bomb the Unitecl Nations building, FBI office in Manhattan, two 
tunnels and a bridge connecting New Jersey and New Vnrir The 
sheikh was also convicted in a plot to aaeai^i^at e President 
Mubarak, a crime that carries a mandatoiy life sentence. ./ AP 

'The Scream’ thieves jailed 

Oslo — Four men vrore convicted of the 1994 theft of Nbriw^s 
mort treasured painting, The S'ereom by Edv^ Munch, from w 
National Gallery. The painting was recovered undamaged three, 
months later. PaaJ Enger, Bjorn Grytda, wmiam Asbeim Jan 

Olsen were sentenced to prison terms r anging from six years airi 
three months to two years and eight months. AP 

Beriusconi claims he was set up 

Milan Sflvk) Beriusooiu. the former Italian p rimf- mimsteT, went 
on tnal for corruption on charges he says were trumps tip'by 
ma^strates out to wreck his poh'tical career. Mr Berlusconi, hfe. 
brother Paolo and nine others are chnf^ ft d over allege bribes 
to tax officials by his Fzninvest empire. Reuter 

Evacuees go home on voicanb island 
Plymontli, Montserrat — Hie last evacuees headed home after 
a smouldering volcano on this British wianH territory subsided 
* S^veinment lifted a relocation order-' More than one- 
tbird of Montserrat’s 11,000 pecmle were ord^ed to leave the 
southern part of the Caribbean island earfy in December becau^ 
ofvolcanic activity beneath the Soufriere Hills. Reuur 

Muzorewa to challenge Miigiabe 

Harare^ — Abel Muzorewa, Zimbabwe’s fir^ black prime mm- 
ister. said he will chalteigie Prerident Robert Mi|g^ in tiiaMari^ 
electioiL The Methodist bishop, heads tiie-opposition Unit* 
ed Parties, is e:qpected to garner a small protest vote. AP 

Greek hopefuls down to four ' 

Athens — Apostolos Kaklamaois, one of five candidates to sue- 

H.._ J _ _ T«_? w?!.!.!:,— ^ ckM MM. 


Barbara Jordan dies at 59; _: A- ; 

Austin, Texas — Former rnngresawhman Baibaxa Jordan, 59, 
whose ringing voice and nnghairahle faith in the US Constitution 
mpp^ the nation during^the'V^fexgatoimpeai±mra hearings, 
has died Ms Jordan tliennd black dectedtoCbi^t^Jfriun the 
South stoce Reconstruction, had been ^forseveim'yeais. ^ 

Ex-editor to chair Russian Duma 

Moscow-.-. Russia’s lower house ofpari£&njciit.'tlie-Duis>^ has 
elected a Communist, Gennady Sdezqybv, a ^xaxa editOT of 

totfae post of chairman. TWojffevious'^ots had 
IQ produce a w inner BOUef 
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Your favourite supermarkets are usually in hot competition. On one 
uhiug, though, they’re in total agreement. British beef. 

Just as they have always sold it with the utmost confidence, so they 
continue to do so. 

Roasts, steaks, stews, mince, burgers, pies or sausages, whatever takes 
your fancy, you can share their confidence. 

Rest assured, your trust in their standards is trust wel! founded. 

What’s more, with the supermarkets you see here 
tempting you with some tasty offers, there’s never been a 
better time to tuck in and enjoy. 

All in all, the signs could hardly be more reassuring. P 
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MEAT AND LIVESTOCK COMMISSION, P.O. BOX 44, MILTON KEYNES MK6 lAX 
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French arms 
industry hit by 
massive losses 


marydejevsky 

Paris 

Thonsaizds of woikers in the 
French defence sector may lose 
thw jobs after one of France's 
main anns producers, the state- 
owned GI^ (Groupement In- 
dustrie! des Annements 
l^rrestres) yesterday an- 
nounced a loss for 1995 of aJ- 
most 12bn francs (£1.6bn), one 
of the worst results ever post- 
ed a French comity. 

The loss, wfaidi is six times as 
high as that announced for 
1994, on a turnover estimated 
at below FrSm, highlights the 
deviate pli^t of the French 
defence industry five years af- 
ter the end of the Cold Wir and 
is likely to accelerate long- 
planned restnicctiriitg. 

The Defence Minister. 
Charles Mfiloa, made restruc- 
turing of the armaments sector 
a maforp^of hisNew V»rad- 
dress to journalists yesierds^. 
Speaking carefully, he said hU 
watchwords would be “darity. 
consensus and dedsion". In a 
dear attempt to avoid the sort 
of intkistrial unrest prcTO 
government welfare reform 
plans at the end of last year. Mr 
Mfllon said that the search for 
consensus would be allocated 


“as much time as it takes”, but 
the decisions, once taJmn, would 
be kept to. 

GIAT and the defence sector 
generally have been cau^t be- 
tween two imperatives, both be- 
yond their control: reduced 
orders from the Frendi 
fence ministry and abroad fol- 
lowing the end of the Cold 
and the Diirac government's 

determination to cut the do- 
mestic bud^t deficiL Defence 
spp nHing has been a major ^ric- 
the arms procuiement bod- 
kin particu&r has been cut by 
16 per cent. 

Some 300.000 people are 
emplo}^ director or indirectly 
the defence industry in 
France: 30,000 jobs have been 
lost in the past two years alone, 
and arms enterprises are con- 
centrated in areas of already 
high unemployment - dueffy in 
B^any and Aquitaine. 

As one French anaiyst put it 
suednetiy this week: was 

thought better not to touch 
the peace dividend lest rt be- 
came a social ni^unare.’' Fore- 
casts arc that the defence sector 
will have to shed at leaA 50,000 
jobs, probably in the next two 
years. Alreac^, indu^' repre- 
sentatives are comparing the sit- 
uation with the contraction of 


the jftendi steel industxy in 
the 1980s and for mas- 
ave state aid for affe^ed areasw 

The {soblensof GL^ udiicfa 
employs nmre than 11,000 per^ 
pie and whose main product is 
the Lederc tanlc, reflect those 
of the industzy as a whole —sev- 
eral times over. It has suffered 
severe competition from the 
German Leopard tank and 
from faiKng demand for lawH 
weapons. When Ftaace over- 
took the US to become the 
jU^est aims supplier to the 
Trod World last y^, tiiis was 
thanks to sales of aircraft, ships 
and submarines, not land 
weapons. 

l^t November, a pariia- 
mentary report on the anna- 
ments sector as a whole said that 
the group was in real danger of 
dying and said h would have to 
lose “several thousand” jobs. It 
described a “oitical situation” 
winch, it said, had be» exac^ 
etbaled by management and in- 
vestment errors. In particular, 
proceeds from a big tank order 
from the United Arab Annates 
in 1993 appear^ to have been 
squander. 

An adviser to the defence 
minister said that crimirial 
charges could “not be ruled ouf 
in connection wi^ the losses. 


Battle for power 


: Rao unleashes anti-nomiption law a^i;[f 


his opponents 



Charged: The Hindu 


ftmtiamentBlist leader La! Krishna AdvanI (front) sfts In a poHce bus after his arrest in New Delhi Rwtograph. Ajn Kuma^ 


India’s old crocodile snaps up 



The Queen’s man in 
^dney loses his palace 


ROBERT MILL! KEN 

Sydney 

The New South Wales govern- 
ment wants the state Governor 
- the Queen's representative - 
to work part-time from home 
and turn the coun^*’s oldest 
vice-regal readence cQto a “peo- 
ple’s palace”. 

The move was seen as an- 
other slap in the face for the 
monarchy in Australia, and a 
significant step towards a 
republic. 

Under the rattical plan an- 
nounced by Bob C^rr, the 
state's Labor Premier, the next 
Governor, Cordou Samuels, a 
British-bom former judge, will 
Uve in his own mode^ suhutun 
house near the Pacific Ocean, 
while the grand official mansoa 
built as a castle in colonial 
d^ will be thrown open to the 
pubUc. Outraged monarchists 
yesterday demanded that the 
state parliament be recalled 
and a referendum held on the 
decision. They compared it to 
the (2ueen being told to move 


out of Buckingham Palace. 

Mr Carr, a fonner journalist 
and avowed republican, dis- 
missed their charges. “We want 
to update the role of Governor, 
make it somenhai more rde- 
vant to the Australia of the 21st 
century,” he smd. "There win he 
no return to the antiquated 
concept of Governor." 

So far. the republican d^ate 
has focused oq the role of the 
Govemor-GeneraL the Queen's 
national r^resentairve, whom 
Paul Keating, the Prime Min- 
ister, wants to replace with a 
president by 2001 . The six state 
governors are hangovers from 
the colonial history' of the then 
unfederated states in the 18th 
and early I9th centuries. If 
Australia as a whole votes for 
a republic, they would become 
superfluous. 

Mr Carr has deeply upset 
Australia's traditionalists and 
conservatives. New South ^ales 
is the oldi»i and roost populous 
Slate. Go\’emment House, the 
turreted sandstone residence of 
the Goveruor in sweeping 


grounds above Sydney Har- 
bour, represents the birthplace 
of Briti^ democratic tradrtions 
in Australia. The Queen and 
other members of the Royal 
Family have stayed there many 
times. 

Prom next week, the grounds 
will be turned into public park- 
land whde a committee decides 
whether the mansion itself be- 
comes an art gallery, music 
centre or some other cultural 
venue. Ooe Labor MP sug- 
gested that it be converted into 
a wine centre, where the pub- 
lic could lourige in the gardens 
drin^ig- in contrast to the for- 
mal vice-regal garden parties 
which have been heid there for 
more than two centuries. 

Mr Samuels, 72. who will 
take over as Governor in 
March, made it clear yesterday 
that he had agreed to take on 
the job only on condition that 
it be stripped of its traditional 
pomp, leaving only basic con- 
stitutional duties, such as open- 
ing parliament and attending 
some public ceremonies. 


TIM MCGfRK 

New Delhi 

India’s Prime Minister is a man 
of surprises. Sufiering from a 
feeble heart and enc^ed by 
powerful foes w ithin his own 
Congress par^, Naiasmha Rao 
was not expected to last a foil 
five-year term. He has. He is 
also rea^ to jclTO again, in tlw 
general elections in Apifi. 

A distant, scholarly man who 
rarely smiles, Mr Rao, 72, 
shinned everybody by reveal^ 
thathewasaweei^d novelist, 
capable of pemung steamy lines 
such as, “Their bodies, like 
strangers meeting for the first 
time, introduced themselves to 
each other. It was a {nocess is 
which millions of pores, blood 
vessels and reflercs were in- 
volved in an all-out mutual 
comprebeosioa.” 

In the past few days, the 
glum-faced Mr Rao has un- 
veiled another side to his char- 
acter the audacious predator. 
Like a crocodDe. lying so siiD 
that everybody thmks he is a 
harmless old log, Mr Rao has 
finally pounced, snappii^ at hU 
adversaries. 

Under Mr Rao s direct oom- 
mand is Intfia's eqdvalent of the 
rei, the Central Bureau of In- 
vestigation. On Tuesday, the 
CBI charged seven of the coun- 
try's most senior opposition 


leaders - among them. La] Kr- 
tshna Advani, president of the 
right-wing Hmdu Bharat^ 
Janata Party (BJP) ~ with ac- 
cepting pay-o£fr in an illegal 
mooey-dranging At 

the same time, the CBI also im- 
plicated three cabinet ministeis 
m the same affair. Few ob- 
servers believe that the CBI 
would have prosecuted the 
politicians, espraally the Con- 
gress party ministers, unless 
Mr Rao ordered them to do so. 

SscriScing three cabinet min- 
i^rs - the suave aristocrat 
Madhav Rao S^di^ who is the 
h uman resources minister. Bat- 
ram t alchar agricoItUie minis - 
ter, and VC Shukla, in charge 
of pariiameutary affairs - is ea^’ 
for Mr Rao: th^ axe an pos^le 
challengers. 

Mr Scindia and Mr Shukla 
announced their resignations 
yesterday and Mr Jakhar b ex- 
pec^tofr^iowsuh. Mr .Advani 
resigned frtro his parliamentaiy 
seal OD Tuesday to fight the 
accusations and vowed not to 
contest the elections until he is 
cleared. 

Enraged at Mr Rao s tough 
tactics. 90 right-»iDg Hindu 
MPs and 30 state-assembh’ 
members staged a protest 
march y’esterday to the prime 
minister's readence. .All were 
arrested. Sushma Swaraj of the 
BJP said that the CBFs accu- 


sations wiD “give ns a chance to 
prove our mettle. Advani wOI 
pace through this fire and come 
out clean”. The trial of Mr Ad- 
vani and the others could dr^ 
on for months, sabotaging their 
election hopes. The BJP clanns 



Devi Lai: Reportedly Rsted 
in Jains' diary of 


the charges are false and should 
be dropped. 

.Mr Rao 5 usuDg was shrewd. 
The Hindu nationalists intend- 
ed to make the conuption of the 
Congress government their 
main campaign i^tfonxL How- 
ever. the Pi&e Minister may 
have cansed too many casual- 


ties in his attempt to remain un- 
ciiaDenged withm the Congress 
p>fiy In getting rid of aU the te- 
gioiial who might have 
opposed his leadership, Mr 
Rao may have demolished the 
par ty engine whiefa be must rely 
on to chum out votes. 

The sums involved in the al- 
leged bribery cases may be 
wnaM by Asian standards - 
£112m shared amoi^ 110 potiti- 
rians bureaucrats - but the 
money is tainted by terrorism. 
The pbliiiciais weiie cai^t by 
chance: in 1991. investigators 
captured two subjected Kash- 
miri terrorists tiy^ to launder 
mon^' for tlteir Muslim sepa- 
ratist group. Their contacts 
were the Jain family, who 
allegedly operated an iU^al 
money-changing racket 'the 
Jains were diarged in 1992 
with laundering ondeclared 
“UadsT money into forei^ cur- 
rent for hefty commissions 
w^e paying politicians and 
bureaucrats to keep alent 

Few* Indians pay taxes and the 
country has a vast subterranean 
economy of undeclared **black 
money”. As Professor C P 
Bbambri, from the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University in New Del- 
hi. eqjlained: "Black money 
has allowed real-estate owners, 
contiactois, foreign lobttyi5& 
and other powerful urban 
groups to actively manipulate 


democratic institutions. ” At 
election lime, pqfiticiaas froi a. 
almost all jroties tap these 
illegal funds for their caar- 
paigns. Imawing that their beoe- 
factors will expect a pi^'-back if 
they win. 

In raids on the Jains* offices 
in Delhi and Bombay'. 
discovered a di^‘ cbroniclizQ 
pay-offs allegedly made be- 
tw^n 1988 and 1991 to t<^ 
politicians and dvil servants. Biit 
the diary not give names, 
only initial Goverameet pres- 
sure closed the-case for years 
until Mr Rao dusted it off to 
gain political advanta^. 

Mr AdvanCaloog with Atjun 
Singh, a former Congre^ ene- 
niy of Mr Rao, and Devi Lai, a 
fdmer left-wing deputy pre- 
mier. leportedty Haro in 
the diary, together with the 
others so. £u: named by the 
CBL At leaa Iffotbd po&dda^ 
may soon be cfaaiged by police. 
Zf found gudty, the pphtidans 
face up to five years ai jail for 
“ifae receipt of 'illegal grmffica- 
tions”, according to police 
inves^tois.- ' 

Rajmder Puri a imbUc peti- 
tioner who fought ror years for 
police to mvestigate the Jain di- 
ari^ said; "C^ierators in the 
networic vriio were financing 
KaKhmir and Punjab terrorists 
were the same that were gjvii^ 
itttmity to our political leaders.” 
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US wealthy bank on fashion for flat tax 


DAVID USBORNE 

New fork 

When Jerry Brown, the former 
California Governor, ran writb 
the idea in the presidential 
race four years a^, they said he 
bad finally lost ro senses. Sud- 
denly it fe the that Dojxiliti- 

cian dare ignore: replacing 
America's labyriatiiine tax code 
with a so-called flat tax, with one 
rate for all. 

Carrying the banner this time 
is the magazine tycoon Steve 
Forbes. With his promise that 
with a flat tax all Americans 
could St their annual tax dec- 


larations on a postcard, he finds 
himself polling second behind 
Senator Bob Dole to be this 
year's Republican nominee. Tax 
reform, if not revolution, is 
threatening to become a pivotal 
issue of the presidential season. 

Thus yesterday, a Republican 
commission set up by Bob Dole 
and beaded by another former 
presidential runner, Jac^ Kemp, 
came out swinging for a single- 
rate system, ft not quite die 
model advocated by Mr Rirbes. 
Phil Gramm, another Republi- 
can contender this year, also 
^Ued out his backing for a 
form of flat tax yesterday. Even 


the White House this week 
said it is studyfog refonns that 
involve “flattening tax rates”. 

The beauty of the Foibes plan 
is its smplidty. The cunent five^ 
rate tax code, ranging from 15 
to 39.6 per cent, would be re- 
placed with a sin^e rate of 17 
per cent for all personal income 
above S36.000 (£2X530). Busi- 
nesses would also pay a 17 per 
cent rate on the dinerence be- 
tween their earninp and their 
expenses. That, essentially, 
would be that No tax would be 
paid on income from invest- 
ments, stockholdings or asset 
sales, while traditional deduc- 


tions, for instance for mortage 
payments, would be ditched. 

The Forbes plan would 
amount to the biggest leap into 
the fiscal unknown undertaken 
by an industrialised country. 

Its attractions, aside 
the postcard gimmick, include 
its impact as a disguised coo- 
sumption tax. Because income 
from investments would be tax- 
free, Americans, famous as 
dircmically bad savers, would be 
enoouragro to spend less and 
put aside more. That in turn, 
would release more and much 
cheaper capital for businesses. 

But so pure a flat tax raises 


serious problems, fiscal and 
political. Jt would almost cer- 
tainly mean less money for the 
govenuneuL Ending mortgage 
deductions, a sacred cow for the 
middle dass, could, by some es- 
timates, depress bouse prioa by 
15 per cent And it is an idea 
that looks fabulous to the fab^ 
uiousty ridi. many of whom do 
not earn salaries but live on re- 
turns from investments. Their 
existences would become tax- 
free. 

*Tt appears to have been 
drafted on the back of a menu, 
after a bibulous evening with the 
boys at the yacht basin,” wrote 


Pat Buchanan, another Re- 
publican contender, in the New 
)bvk Tnnes yesierd^. “The fed- 
eral budget would be thrown 
deeper into deficit, and lounge 
UzazdsmMmBe^payakr^ 
er tax rate than steehrorkers in 
Youngstown” 

The Forbes fiat tax wifl not 
happen. But as the annnai 
ni^tmare of filing tax-returns 
by IS April approaches, the 
clamour among voters for at 
least a cleansing of the current 
tax code, described the 
Kemp Commission yesteid^ as 
a “seven-million-woFd mess”, 
may become deafening. 


Snow is black cometfy in a place that shouldn’t exist 


Slithering and slif^g down 
what once was a thorou^are 
of North-West TK^hington, 
called Nevada Avenue, you 
couldn’t miss the sign one re- 
adied resident had stuck on the 
pavement in neon orange: “At 
Least Snow Fills the Pinoles.” 

Not perh^ for much loQger, 
thoi^b- *Ihn d^ after the great 
blizzard, the snow ploi^hs of 
the Dist^ of Columbia - beige 

creatures with red and white 

inagnta which of late h^ been 
aspedesasrareasthe sponed 
Pad& owl - are occasionally 
and at last to be sighted. It’s not 
qiute the relief of Mafekii^ But 
m this benighted comer of the 
city that moonlights as capital 
of the free worl^ h is almost. 

I,et me say at once, my own 
street was fortunate. No thanks 
to DC or the federal govern- 
ment, it goes without saying, but 
because the director of an old 
people's home round the cor- 
ner had his roads ploughed by 
prh^e contractors, and threw 
m ours for good measure. A^ 
the n^uby Carnegie Institute, 
where scientific work requires 



WASHINGTON DAYS 


round-the-clock monitoring, 
knew full well h could not rely 
OQ the dty to keep streets pass- 
able. For the rest though, a has 
been a black comedy in white. 

Long teforc the snows came, 
^^hington was acquiring a 
positively Muscovite decrepi- 
tude: civic bankruptcy, crum- 
bling services, the flight of 
residents and business to the 
suburbs and, of course, the 
great government shut-down. 

To cross into Maryland or 
Vt^jnia was like the pas^e 
from the Soviet Union tnlo 
Finland, from rutted back roads 
to bflliard-table highways, from 
the Third World into the first. 
The onty suiprise was how loj^ 
it took the grumbling to start. 
But then Washingtonians are 
acquiring a Muscovite fetalism 
as wefl. Ekpect aathk^ hope for 
nothing, and treat a rubbish 
pick-up as a minor miracle. At 
least t^n you won't be disap- 
pointed. 


Let it be said, the problem is 
not Marion Barry. Sure, the 
city’s image is not exactly bur- 
nished fay the presence of the 
repfc^e, and this week the 
Mayor has bran, sh^ we say, 
a less than inspirational leader. 
But even his former nemesis, 
the ¥Hiskinffon Azsr, has been 
rclativety tender. For one thii^ 
to boiTOW the wortfe of a French 
politician e^laining he 
did not criticise a dimmed op- 
ponent, “On ne tire pas sur one 
ambulance . " (You don’t shoot 
at an ambulance.) Iv more im- 
portant, l»d boy Barry was as 
helpless as the rest of us. 

In fact, he put up a better pety 
foimance than last time a big 
blizzard struck when he was in 
office and he winged it to Cal- 
ifornia to watch the ^Afashington 
Redskins in the Superbowl. 
This time he was in town 
tl^u^out, malting helicopter 
trips over the icgjoa and plead- 
ing for federal help, wfnro was 



granted last But basically 
there was not a thing be could 
do and the city Imew iL 

For one t^g, he runs a 
place where the chain of com- 
mand has vanished into a fr^of 
overlaroing authorities. Mr 
Bany has the trappings, but lit- 
tle of Che substance, of po^r. 
Since Washington went broke 
last year, a federaQy-appointed 
DC Control Board has had the 
last word on appomtments and 
speodn^. 

The Republican Congress, 
not an instinctive soulmate of 
this o^rwhelmingly D«nocra- 
tic city, has veto ri^ts over the 
District budget But in the 
White House sits a Democrat- 
ic PresidenL, head of the federal 
government wind) is the biggest 
local indusby, and which b^ 
veto ri^ts over Congress. The 
buck, m short, stops nowhere. 

And even if Mr &tny were in 
charge, he couldn't do any- 
thing. Half the District's own 
100 snow plou^is were out of 
action for want of mairnenance, 
while private contractors re- 
fused to help, convince by 



In the snow in Vltoshing^ 

pilous es^erieDce that if tb^ 
did. they would never get paid 
In short, the snow d^ae of 
1996 bas proved the dty is 
oompletety and inevocabty dys- 
functiouaL Just possibly, good 
may yet come out of it alT 
The lemeity is clear. The 
present District of 0)iombia, a 


wretched, half-d&enfraoch^ 
endave that will never be able 
to pay for itself, should be 
scrapped and its territoiy and 
jurisdiction returned to ^^lty- 
land, just as the part of the ord- 
inal '^teiiingtQD south of the 
Potomac (induing the land on 
wfxicb tile Ifenlagoo nowstaneb) 
was handed badt to Viipnia in 
the 19th century. That way, 
residents would be able to vote 
in Congeessioaal as well as lo- 
cal eleroons and see thTO tax- 
es spent on better roads^ schools 
and the rest, instead of frying to 
frmd mfrastrudure for a 51st 
state viiich does not, ought 
not and cannot exist 
Maybe tbere’d be some mon- 
ey left over to fix those potholes. 
The post-blimrd cr^, includ- 
ing specimens the size of ele- 
pbrot traps, is starting to 
emeige, thanks to thaw (and 
who uiows, snowploughs). For 
the District though, the order 
of the hour is less melt-off than 
melt-down: gradual but tenni- 
oal melt-do^. 

Rupert Cornwell i 
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The rise of do-it-yourself democracy 

Disillusioned with conventional politics, ^stakeholders’ in local communities are organising themsdves 


Ahlf idea has lo address a 

P‘5*®rabiy the dooiinani 
£Sif fact is globali- 

tte wca/th it can brSg, bui 
SS ^ pcwerftiJ worldW- 

kets will turo us idio thistledown peo- 
ple, blown about by forces beyond!^ 
pe^le wi^ui gravity, without a stake 
Tony Blairs stakeholdins was 
to ^ a response to this 
genet^ feeling of voter insecurity, to 
reaKure people that political action 
c^ h^to tie them more securdv into 
ui^joos, communities and country 
Ihe a^em about siaJcehokW 
Aus &r. been partisan and ab«ira(^ 
puU haw some news. 1 have met stake- 

boldeis. Rir ^ past few years they have 

been or^nismg and training across the 
country, and no one at ^te^noister or 
“ J j seems to have 

nohCM. This is probabfy because these 
stakeholders have no nationally known 
traders; they operate at a level below 
attention of the essay-writing 
OTd have little interest in the conven- 
tiona] politics which obsess us. 

Those I have come across are gath- 
ered under the umbrella of the Citi- 
zen Organising Foundation. There 
people fnvofved so 
fm, from inner-d^ areas of Mersey- 
side, W[>Jverfiainpton, Dudlw, Bristol, 
north-east "Wales, Sheffield and east 
London. They are overwhehningfr 
working class, have very little interest 
or past mvoivement in party politics 
and are strikingly idealistic. 

Their organisations are pmtly made 
up of what they call “faith communi- 
ties” - local churches, mosques, syn- 
agogues and Hindu temples - along- 
side community groups, tenants' 
associatioas and so on; their lileralure 
includes a heady mix of Guru Nanak 
("the trat of learning is action”) and 


John Stuart Mill f“the only govern- 
ment which can ^lly satisfy all the 
necessities of the soc^ state is one in 
which the whole people participate"). 
Any attempt to describe them as left- 
wing or ri^t-wing would, so far as I 
can see, be futile. 

What do they do? It is early days: 
the oldest was founded only Gve years 
ago in BiistoL But they have held hun- 
dreds of meetings, trained scores of 
local leaders, changed the policies of 
supermarkets and buDding societies, 
forced local councils to dear illegal tip- 
ping sites, campaigned on homeless- 
ness and repossession, persuaded fausi- 
n^ses to move and helped to alter 
policing tactics. 

How do they do it? ^ being legal 
troublemakers, picketing, januriing 
up offices, haranguing company direc- 
tors and local politicians. Irom Bris- 
tol to the North of England, they have 
filled halls and given MPs angry meet- 
ings to contend vnth, of a kind most 
politicians rarefy encounter. 

Being local, they campaign about 
tilings tiiat Westminster never hears 
abouL Thke one example. It may seem 
trivial that the Merseyside Broad- 
Based Organisation has pefsimdad the 
supermarket chain Kwik Save to 
change its mission statement and 

cuss traffic, play areas ar^ npe nin g 
limes wherever it has stores. 

But Kwik Save is the supermarket 
diain with stores in more inner-dty 
areas than any rival > 676 out of its 
1,000-odd outlets. How it behaves 
mattecs hugely to the people depen- 
dent on iL Nick Goss, its marketing 
director, told me that tte company has 
DOW been contacted ffy other broad- 
based organisations requesting meet- 
ings about its activities; be seemed to 
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ANDREW MARR 


Thistledown people 
are working class and 
strikingly idealistic 


thmlc the community politicians vi Liv- 
erp«Ml had done his compare a favour. 

The Citizen Organising Foundation 
is funded by, among others, the 
Church of &g(aiid, mosques, the 
Cadbury family and corporate d^ors 
such as Allied Dunbar. But the focal 
organisations raise most of their own 
monqr and have a strong presumption 
^iost state or local authority End- 
ing. They believe many conventional 
duties have become hopelessly com- 
promised ^ents of the state, and that 
raismg their own money matters. 

One leader from east London puts 
it this way; ‘Tlere, oi(»t people spend 
their money on the lottery as a way of 
trying to get out. What we are saying 
is that if you put a bit Into local cMc 
oiganisatioas instead you won't 
from east LondcHi, but you will diangg 
things around you.” 

'1& is the voice of modern self- 
help. And however down-to-earth 
campaipiing has been, there is an ide- 
olo^ at work. The foundera of the 
movement, local religious leaders and 


fbnner sodal workers, see themselves 
in a tradition that goes bade to the Vic- 
lorian friendly sodeties, the early 
trade unions and the co-operative 
movemenL They are higl^ conscious 
of thinkers such as Amitai Etzioni, 
Francis Fukuyama, Robert Putnam 
anrf others who have made “commu- 
nitarianism**, “social capital” and 
"cMe society*’ fashionable. 

All this would be mildly interesting 
- but no more - for national par^ pol- 
itics. were h an isolated event But the 
broad-tosed organisations described 
above are only one tabble in the pot 
There are othCT. self-prodahned. com- 
munitarian groups, ‘hiere are tniier- 
ofy enterprises with similar aims, like 
the radiem Phoenix Centre in Birm- 
ingham. There is the great growth of 
single-issue <»ftmpaigning There are 
Ic^ economic expetimenis sneh as 
the “Lets* barter qpstems. There are 
the more assertive tenants* groups and 
the anti-crime initiatives. 

What do these examples of the 
“new poUtics” share? Dilution with 
conventioDal parlies and Westminster 
debate; an hnpatieot determioation to 
“do it for ourselves”; and, with the 
exception of some of the more eye- 
catching roads or animal-cq>oits con- 
frontations, a low national profile. 

Thisisa rag^ and anoifymousbap- 
peoing, difficult to write about and 
utterly lacking the glamour or resources 
of cooventiooal pDlitic& Why tirould it 
matter to Blair or new Labi^, or aify 
other ^testminsler politirian? 

It matters as globalisaiion 

starts to bite, almost every serious 
political thinker appe^ to te investi- 
gating the web of social rdationihips 
below the level of the state - retigious 
groups, dubs, SOdeties, rampaigne - 
and coDciuding that this social capital 


is important both to economic success 
and to aiciainiTig decent, low-crime 
CQmmumtie& 

This is an intellectual reaction to 
Margaret Thatcher’s notorious neo- 
liberal daim that there is no such thing 
as society, just families and individu- 
als; but it is also a reaction to the pre- 
vious statist tradition of the left And 
this is where it re-enters tbe debate 
about “staJkeholding”. 

Broadhased oiganising is not going 
to replace parfy pt^tics, eradicate the 
need for progresave taxation or sub- 
stitute itself for tbe welfare state, ft is 
not powerful enou^ nor ridi enough. 
But if tiie big question is^obalisadoa 
and the insecurify it brings, then a 
revival of communify self-help and 
local political action is part of the 
answer. Tltere is a world Wsstmioster 
doesn’t know about; and in it, the this- 
tledown people are joinii^ together. 

A Blair go^mment whiefa ^ed to 
address the new politics, including 
these stakeholders in some of the 
bleakest parts of Britain, would be 
malring a huge ruistake. Tb avoid that, 
lAbour WDOld have to be pluralist - 
pr^ared to devolve, reform local 
goverament, consider different kinds 
of democratic toola, including refer- 
endums, and generally behave in a 
mote modest, less BigBrother-ish way 
than it has ever done before. 

Can it? Will it? Early next month 
Blair is to give a q»eecb on why polit- 
ical reform matters for stakeholder 
ecoDcanks. Ihns of tbonsands of active, 
idealistic and suspidous community 
pc^tidans already know part of the 
answer. They, too, will be listeniag. 

77ie Ctaat Organising Jsxutda/ion can 
be contacted at SS5 Manhattan Build- 
ings, London ES 2UR 


Ni^tof 

exploding stars 

Astronomer Rpyal Martin Rees 
throws some light on the snapshots 
of distant galaxies seen liy Hubble 

n 24 April 1992, the Jnde- everything in it was younger. 


Driving a social revolution 

Over this century cars have brou^t freedom and shaped all our lives. What of the next 100 years? 


T here is nothing particularly British 
about the motor car, even though 
the lOOtfa anorversaiy of car manufac- 
ture in the UK was deemed an event 
worthy of celebrating (and disrupting) 
yesterday in Coven^ cathedral 
And, notwithstandfog our legendary 
national love afiarr with the car, there 
b nothing unique about our concerns 
for the impact it has - on safety, pol- 
iutiotL roads, tifesfyies and so on -for 
these are the worries of every devel- 
oped ooumiy. So (hb b not a bad place 
from which to evaluate the car's first 
century and to make some guesses 
about Its next one. 

Divide the cennny into two bah'es; 



HAMISH McRAE 


The first brought the develppmeal of 
ihe ptodud vimialfy fo its pie^t form: 
the second heial^d the social and 
phv'sica! adaptation of society to it 

No technical advance In the past 50 
years? Not in the basic ledmok^y. But 
there have been lots of incremental 
improvements which have gone a 
long way to tackling the adverse 
impact on society. Thus, from a per- 
sonal point of view, it would be no 
hardsh^ nowadays to have to use late- 
Arties tedmok^ a Morrb Minor for 
local trips around town and, say, a 
jaguar XK120 to zip up to Scotland. 
But the modem versions are less pol- 
hitiog, more Orient, safer and more 
reliable. 

Hie much bigger diange in the sec- 
ond half of the centuiy, however, has 
been tbe adaptation of our physical 
infrastructure to the car and the con- 
sequent social changes. Motor trans- 
pon had brought some development 
to pre-wau* cities and suburbs — traffic 
lights, arterial toads but even in tbe 
late Forties most of us were still using 
the communal forms of trmis- 
pon of a generation earlier - trains, 
trams and trollev-buses - or else sim- 
ply not travelling Children walked to 
school: their mums shopped daily on 
foot: dads went to work on public 
transport or a bike. 

That pattern of life has been swept 
away. Our roads and cities have stnig- 
gled lo keep pace with the atfyance of 
car ownership, which has driven for- 
ward with astonishing power. 



Gone are the days whm people went for a drive just to take the car for a spin Photograph: Hufton-Deutsch 


In social tenns it has been a great 
liberating force, an assertion of indi- 
vidualJiy and freedom -but h has been 
more than that, too. The car was a 
madiine of democraQr: breaking down 
division by dass and replacing it with 
differentiation bv wealth. Eveiyone is 
equal in a Cra&^ni, but each can pio- 
daim tteir wealtii and status by the car 
in which tbev' sit. 

That same statement about human 
desires and aspirations is still being 
made today. If the love affair with the 
car that Britain oqierienced in the 
fifties and Sixties seems quaint, it is 
hi its bright qmng in Eastern Et^pe 
and the pro^rous coastal zones of 
China. 

But wfiat happens next for os in 
Britain? Just as technical des'elopment 
of the car will onfy inch forward from 
now on until some repUrameni for the 
internal combustion en^e arrives, so 
too. I think, the social adaptation to 
the car is more or less complete. 

If that sounds an absurd hostage to 


foitirae, consider this. The take-up of 
new technology almost invariabfy 
fallows an “S” curve. It starts slowly, 
moves very quickly as the lechnolo^ 
tails the mass maiket and the costs 
come down, then readies satuiatioo 
point It has happened with a whole 
range of domesoc goods, from televi- 
sions to washing machines; it will 
faai^n lo personal computers. So car 
use will level off. 

We must be approaching a stage 
where most people are spending as 
much time in their cars as they want 
to: the desire for personal moMlity 
may be enormous, but it does have a 
satwCion point. Remember foe days 
when people used to go for a drive just 
for the sake of grvisg the car a ^is? 

If recreaticmal car use mus le\^ off 
soon, so also will other ftmetions. Tbe 
dev^pment of out-of-town shop- 
ping centres is slowing, lazgefy because 
the need is dose to being satisfied by 
the present crop. Simi&riy, we are 
probably in the early stages of a rev- 


ohitioQ in commutiqg patterns, where 
tbe rush-hour thins as a greater pro- 
porttOD of tbe workforce is able to do 
more work ftom home. 

Ax^ae predicting a slowing in the 
^owth of car use has to face the fact 
that every previous prediction has 
been wrong and there is not much 
evidenra yet of this slow-down. 1 do 
believe, however, that it will slow rad- 
ically within one more generation. On 
a loqg view, the next balf-centuiy wfl] 
not be dominaled by tbe need to adapt 
to tbe motor car in the same way as 
has tbe past 50 years. 

'Bvo &al questions; what will hap- 
pen to tbe car itsell and what wfil ^ 
tbe next big tedmologjcal change that, 
like the car, w3l reshape our sodety? 

^ are not going to abandon onr 
thirst for personal mobilify, so some- 
thing like tbe car will continue for 
another coi^le of generations at l e?^ 
quite probabfy kniger. Tbe present 
technology wrill continue to be 
iznpruved so that cars wiO b^me 


even safer, even more reliable, even 
easier (o drive; and virtualfypoUutioo- 
free (though not much cheaper). 

Somewhere between 2020 and 2030, 
I guess, something will arrive to 
re^ace tbe internal combustion 
engine. We may knowwithin the next 
10 years what that will be. If it were 
to result in a step down in tbe cost of 
manufacture and operation - say a car 
costing £3,000 new and £10 a week to 
nm - a further jump in car afford- 
abilily would bi^ a new wave of 
social consequences. 

TTie most significant soda! changes 
of the coming centu^. though, will not 
come from mecbanica] technology at 

Between 2020 and 
20301, something will 
replace the internal 
combustion engine 


all We are seeii^ tbe rapid develop- 
ment of electronics and, m particuiar, 
tbe collapse of costs of telecommuni- 
cations. If a sihgle mechanical tech- 
nology caused the seismic social 
change in the second half of tbe 20tb 
century, so one electronic technology 
will brmg tbe corresponding change to 
the first half of the 21 sl 

See tbe paraDel with 1946, the half- 
pomLTbe car’s physical technol- 
ogy was developed but we could hardly 
envisage its oonsequenoes: tbe growth 
of supermarkets or out-of-town office 
developments. Ibdey, we have tbe 
basics of electronic technology in 
place - the PC the modem, on-line 
services and so on. But we can onfy 
glimpse the liberating - and limiting 
- force of tbe world trf bits and bytes. 

Just as tbe car broke down dass bar- 
riers, so the screen will break down 
national ones. If you have the skills, it 
win not matter whether you live in 
Belfast, Bangalore or Ba^ok: you 
will be able to sell your services on a 
world market 

But those who do not have the skills 
will be exduded in just the same 
as people who do not drive have 
been. It took us a long time to grasp 
that there would be losers as well as 
winnOTs in tbe motor age; and that a 
society ^ared exclusively to the 
motorist imposed costs on everyone 
else. We need to anticipate' the 
inevitable downside of the electronic 
and to use the lessons of the 
100 years to protect sodety against its 
bardber effects. 


■.i.ii.iij!ij;*ijan Rasonond Gubb^ 

No more hand-outs for the Royal Opera House 


T he National Loiicrv (bin perhaps 
SOI Camelol) is here to stey. and 
there b nothing wrong «iih the notion 
that money rabed from it should go 
to various so-called good 
Howe\«r, the dUlribuiion of 
with a hca^y bias towards Lon^fl 
and, in particular, the rnasive g^i 
to the Royal Opera House has raised 

considerable dbquid. 
f do not want iteliberatefy lo knock 

those at the Opera 
anvone who saw Tui.*soay nigbl • 

ingepbwteof the iclw^n 

good at doing that for 

However, wc do U> address the 


question of whether Co\Tnt Garden 
uould ha\% been gb'en thb kmd of 
money from foe lotieiy. espedaily in 
view' of its impact on other projrats. 
Its grant came right on top of the 
debSdeofihe ChimrinDF^p^ where 
the nation found itself pa\^ £I2 di 
for documents it ihou^ it already 
owned. 

The Opera House grant has proved 
<o coateotious that, as a re^t, it 
appears the Cartfiff Opera House 
lottery application (made to the Mil- 
lennium Fund) has been tiutnvn out 
and 1 doubt whether am* ether opera 
project will get lottery fading in tbe 
foreseeable Riture. 


So Cardiff v.ill continue lo ha\e no 
moper opera house, no home for the 
Weteh Natfonai Opera and no receft'- 
ing house for ballet, large-scale musi- 
cs and shows. For. unlzke the Royal 
Opera House redeN'eloproem which is 
omy eencerned with providing for 
opera arid ballet performances. Car- 
cuff's would have allowed for tbe 
Staging of a much greater variefy of 
e\mits. 

Yet at the Royal Opera House, 
ordinary people cannot afford £50 per 
ticket to sit at the front of vrfiat used 
to be called the gods for standard 
opera performances, let alone up to 
£140 for a decent seat Lottery ftinds 


should mean greater access -and not, 
as with the case of tbe Opera House, 
a grant to maincam an unacceptable 
status quo. 

Now that Covent Gardra has its 
lottery funds, am I alone in resenting 
tbe constant moans frxms Flora] Street 
as k ing for more money for Covent 
Garden and of being told that we 
spend less on opera other coun- 
tries? .An annnal grant of nearly 
£20m, plus £78.Sm of lotteiy mon^ 
towards the redevelopment, does not 
sound too bad to me, especially for an 
organisation that does not seem to 
kncjw what wiU happen to its resident 
opera and ballet companies when it 


closes for the redevelopment in 18 
months’ time. 

It is hard enough to argue the case 
for arts funding ^en schoolchildren 
go without bo<^ students some- 
times have no grants at all. when hos- 
pital wards arc riosiog through lack of 
mnds and when the clderfy can no 
longer depend on the stale to support 
them. Ccweni Garden must learn to 
take its place alongside everything else 
when it comes to funding. 

Thewriterisa classical musicand opera 
promoter. Last ni^it he debated the use 
q/' totk'iy fimds w^i Jefam Isaacs, of tlx 
Ajyal 0^ Hoitse, at the Oxford Vnion, 


with an elaborate “time diart”, 
tracing tbe course of cosmic 
evolution back to the first 
miciosecond of a hot and colo^ 
saify dense “cosmic fireb^" in 
which our expanding universe 
began. Oismrtlq gy was deemed 
newswortlw b^use Nasa had 
announced the first results from 

a satellite called Cobe, whidi 
' made very precise measure- 
mentsofthe radiation thatcos- 
molQgists interpret as a relic of 
the initial bang”. 

Cobe’s success was a relief to 
Nasa its highest profile 

scientific project, the Hubble 
Space Ihlesct^ (HST). ^va* 
attracting emban^ring atten- 
tion. Its launch, scheduled for 
the early Eighties, bad been 
delayed until 1990, so some 
instrumeots seemed outdated. 
>M3ise. its images were badfy out 
of focus because tbe mirror had 
b^n incorrectly set up. 

A team of astronauls in 1994 
carried out a “refurbishment'' 
and the H^ albeit after delays 
and cost overruns, is now fulfill- 
ing its promise to bring the cos- 
mos into sharper focus. Its lat- 
est results will surely give 
spectacular insights into the key 
stage in cosmic history when the 
first stars formed. 

Competition for access to 
HST is so keen that even those 
who succeed are generally 
granted onfy a few hours of 
observing lime. However, its 
director. Bob WiOiarDs, is allo- 
cated a quota to use at his own 
discretion. He seized this envi- 
able opportunity and pointed the 
telescope for 10 whole days 
toward tbe same small patch of 
yielding the most detailed 
image of the distant unrveise yet 
seen. Gose-packed all over the 
sky are hundreds of objects - 
each seeming so small that it 
would be an almost impercept- 
ible smudge on a picture lalren 
from a ground-bai^ telescope. 
These ^ects, with a wide vari- 
^ of sba^ axe a thousand mil- 
Uon times fainter than any star 
we can see with the unaided ev’e. 
But they are not single si^: 
each is an entire gala:^'. lens of 
thousands of light years in size, 
which apjpeara ro small and faint 
because its distance is measured 
in billions of light ye^ 

What is fascioaLing about 
these pictures is not the record- 
breaking distance in itself, but 
the huge span in time that separ- 
ates us from these remote galax- 
ies. They look different from 
their nearby countei^rts 
because they are being viewed 
at an early phase of their evo- 
hilion. Their l^l set out when 
our expanding universe was 
much more compressed and 


recently formed from the 
expanduig debris of the “cosmii. 
fireball”. They have not seiifei' 
down into steadily spinning “Oy- 
wheels”, like the beautifii 
nearby spiral galaxies depicieu 
in astronomy books. Some con- 
sist mainly of glowing diffuse 
gas, not yet fr-agmented inU' 
indlviduaJ “droplets”, each o' 
which wOl become a stex. 

Astronomers have two way 
of inferring our ori^ns. Oue 
to understand how the star 
around us form, evolve and die 
This is the same meihoi 
whereby geolo^ts or fossil 
hunters infer the histor>' of 
Earth. But astronomers havi. 
the advantage that they cm 
oteerve the pasL This is not, o 
course, a “lime machine” of ihu 
kfod that leads to paradoxes 
(“killing your grandmoiber ii 
her CTS^” and suchlike). We 

Our Milky Way 
would have looked 
like this 10 billion 
years ago 

are not seeing the remote pas 
of our own localify. But we an 
seeing snapshots of many distan 
galaxiis which should look sim 
ilar to the way our Milky W'ai 
and other neartw interns woulc 
have looked when newly formed 
about 10 billion years ago. 

A newly formed galaxy b 
made of pristine material fron'. 
the initial cosmic fireball. Thb 
is essentially just hydrogen anc 
helium - the simplest kinds o: 
atom. Ail the other elements oi 
the periodic table ■> carbon 
orygea. iron and so forth -were 
transmuted inside stars as a tn - 
produci of the nuclear fusion 
process that keeps them shin- 
ing (a controlled version of an 
H-bomb). The young Milky 
Way would have uoniaincc 
many bright blue stars. Thv 
atoms that we and our Earif 
are made of are the “nuclcut 
waste” from those ancient stars 

The HST is now showing u; 
w'har our Milky Way wemk 
have been like when its firs, 
stars were shining brightly 
There would have bee~n nV 
complc,x chemistry, no planet 
and (presumably') no life. Bu' 
these marvellous images offci 
new insight into our cosmii 
environinent in an imrocnscK 
remote era when the basic 
building blocks of our stilar 
system were being laid down. 

Rantastie Voyage, Section IWc 


Where do you 
store the music 
you love? 



^ The Tiiiii Tower Hi-Fi Comer 
^ Cnit from Xathan Furuiture 


.\n elegam corner unit that enables you to store both Hi-fi 
equipniem and up to200CDs. Tbclit'in Tou-cr is the latest 
addition to Nathan's unique leak Cotlecrion - a range of 
fumiture that blends tradiciona] craftsmanship with 
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CITY i BOSINESS 



Unichem in talks to bid for Lloyds Chemists 


DAVID HEUJER 

Uaichem. the pbarmaceutical 
wholesaler and retailer, has 
made an approach that is ex- 
pected to lead to a near-fSOOm 
takeover bid for hs xi^ Uo 3 rds 
Chemists. 

The two compani^ are be- 
lieved to have been in talks for 
several dto^s and a deal is said 
to be dose to befog finalised. In 
the past few days there has been 
pezsistent tal^verspeculation 
surrounding the future of 
Lloyds Chemists and last night 


the shares dimbed 16p to 291p 
on lumows that a was dose 

to being announced. 

LJoy& Chemists’ shares rose 
a further 75pyesterday to 366p 
after the oompai^ said it had re- 
ceived a bid approach. It maHt* 
no comment as to who had 
made the approach. 

Asda and Boots, the two ze- 
tflii foppanies, both smd yes- 
terday they were not m talks. 
Unichem declined to comment 
Shares in Unichem were IC^ 
down on the ejqiectation that 
there would be a rights issue. 


Ana^ts dose to the company, 
however, said rhfe was not go- 
ing to be the case. If the £al 
went ahead it would be a cash- 
and>ahares offer, th^ sai^ but 
there would be no issue. 

Any formal offer is wide^ ex- 
pected to have to be vettM by 
the^ OfSce of Fair litadu^ 
Unidiem s a lai^ wholesafe 
phannaceutical dstiibator and 
m the past few years it has a^ 
been ounding up its retail aim. 

The two companies both 
came against a Monopolies 
Commission inquiry whra th^ 


bid for another rival company, 
Macaitfay, fowyeais ago. In toe 
end bodi bids were cleared and 
Lioyds Chemists won with a 
jE:^.5m agreed bid after 
Unidiem dropped out of the 

Qjemists is already a 

gignitfeint retail phannarist - it 

has 93S chem^ stores and 369 
Holland and Barrett health 
food outlets, as well as the Su- 
persave drugstore chain - but 
It is smaller in the wholesale 
pfaar^cy bu^ess. 

Last spring Lloyds Chemists 


endured a series of problems 
that were widefy perceived to 
have left the conq»ny vulner- 
able to a Ind appioadi. 

In MarA last year Nal^^ 
Securities, a joint broker vrith 
Panin ure Gordon, resigned 
shortly after a decision ^ the 
compare to dose 100 of its Su- 
peisave stores. The company's 
shares took a heavy fall ^en it 
was made dear that the dosuxe 
would result in £13Am of re- 
^rnduring costs. 

In June Peter JJoyd, who 
helped his brother Allen to 


build up the company, resigaed 

as dnef exBOitive beanse of 01- 
health. Allen Uoyd said at the 
thnR that his brother bad be- 

CQue ill through stre^ after the 
decision to reorganise the ootn- 

—• '•'t’s Joss-making drugstore 


DuziDS the ChiistiDas period 
there were further stories that 
A&m Ucyd was also Ql but 
these wete denied by the com- 
paiy and its advisers. 

ASen Lloyd, v4x> founded the 
grraq) in 1973 witha ^ngle pfaap- 
macy, is a collector of cars and 


enjoys racing Jaguars. The 
Uoyd family holds around 10 

the shares 
Steforc could 
£50ta if a deal went throu^ 
the antidpated price. , 

Uovds Chemists was hopmg 
last to make a further 
statement later in die week. 
Unichem had turnover ql 

£695m last year, from ^ich it 
earaed pre-tax ^ 

£21.7m. Its profits pertbrnunre 
last year was knocked by 
t^pfhing piroblems with a new 
computer system. 


Granada acquires 
maximum stake 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

An increasingly confrdent 
Granada yesterday raised its 
R)rte stoke to the maximum lev- 
el allowed under Takeover I^- 
elrui^frielli^ belief that ilwiU 
now easily win its £3.Sbn hos- 
tile bid. 

Bar ring a radical response 
from Forte, which anaKsts did 
not expect to materialise, the 
odds have moved sharply in 
Granada's favour. 

The Iclerision and leisure 
company bought another 0.7 per 
cent of Forte, the target of its 
hostile bid, taking its holding to 
the maiamum allowed of 9.9 per 
cent, worth £386m. 

Meanwhile, several leading 
institutions confirmed yesterday 
that they had tendered shares 
to Granada in its morning raid 
on Tuesday. They included Her- 
mes, the pension frind of the 
Post Office, which normally 
supports management a^nsl 
hostile bids. Hermes indicated 
yesterday Uiat the sale did not 
mean it bad decided to back 
Granada. 

Mercury Asset Management, 
which had owned IS per cent of 
Forte, tendered 9 million 
shares, taking its stake down to 
14.63 per cent 



Forte shares sold by top 
City instibitions to Ckanada: j 

Lioyds Inv Managers 

lAn 

Sun Lite Inv Mgmt 

2.5m 

Hermes Inv Mgmt 

3m 

Stanhope 

63m 

Mercuiy Asset Mgnrit 

9m 

Capital Group 

L0.5rn 


MAM'S diief strategjsu Car- 
ol Galley, is believed to siqiport 
Granada in the acrimonious 
battle, and ft eiqieaed to ten- 
der MAM's 16S million re- 
maining Forte shares by the bid 
close on Tuesday. 

Forte said the mop-up oper- 
ation proN'ed that Granada had 
not b^n able to buy all the 
shares it wanted in Tuesday's 
raid. 

A spokesman said: “The 
vast majority did not sell their 
shares, and this shows there ft 
good support from our 
shareholders.** 

Several analysts have now 
publicly recommended that 
Forte shareholders accept the 
cash-and-shares offer, which 
values the hotels and restaurants 
group at 38Sp. 

Among the houses holding 



Oops... 



Finance directns fnm each of 
the waning R»te-Qaiacia carnps 
have both got egg on their face 

as the hostile bid moves towards 

a climax, 'fosterday. the Forte finanra director Keith Hamill 
(above righO was forced by the Takeover Pan^ to daiffy r^narte 
which seemed to draw a conruparison between the ille^l share- 
support scheme operated by Guinness in its disputed takeover 
of Distillers in 19^ and the rising value of Granada's shares 
in the current bid for Rzrte. last week, Rnte i^ued a writ 
against the Granada finance director Heniy Staunton (above 
left) for remains attributed to him. Mr Staunton appeared to 
suggest Forte had set out to mislead shareholders in its de- 
fence document The writ against Mr Staunton remains out- 
standing. Neutral observers suggest both men may be gettir^ 
tired, following weeks of long hours, hundreds of meetings 
and endless phone conversations. 


out yesterday was Goldman 
Sachs. 

The wuiing ades a^ain trad- 
ed statistics and criti&ms yes- 
terday, foUowiiis publication 
in the morning of a new docu- 
ment by Granada aimed h said, 
at “returning the debate to 
huidamentals.” 

Granada attacked Forte's de- 
fence strategy, claiming that 
the target cooqjaiiy’s share buy- 
back scheme was Qawed and 
that it had promised an “im- 
prudent'* divideDd commitment 
of 20 per cent rises in eadi of 
the next tfoee years. 

Forte said the document 
“contains nothing new** and 
that “the figures it uses are 
simply wrong.” 

'The two companies have dis- 
agreed ^>out the earnings po- 
tential of Forte following a 
planned asset disposal pro- 
gramme. and about the likefr 
level of the compares share 
price if the Gran^ bid fails. 

Granada's finance director, 
Henry Staunton, yesterday 
shaiply critkased he called 

I^e's “selective*’ use of figures 
in its defence strategy. ‘'Oitt fig- 
ures are transparent, and are 
hard numbers,” he said, 
feel that Forte has been puk- 
ing and dKxmng to suit the case, 
using one tax rate for one sec of 
forecasts, and another figure for 
somethi^ else.” 

A Forte spokesman shot 
bade “For Granada to accuse 
us of being selective when they 
have done a complete strategic 
U-turn is rich indeed.” 

Asked again to explain the 
strength of Granada’s share 
price following its increased 
offer, a Granada source said the 
stock’s strong performance un- 
derlined the market’s belief 
that the bid would succeed and 
that the company’s manage- 
ment would be able to achieve 
the promised profits enhance- 
ment 

Granada dosed unchanged at 
693p, having traded lower in 
early trading. Fbrte ended the 
day at 377 Jp. down 3p. 



Michael Grade, chairman of ten-pin bowling to health dub group First Leisure, warned yesterd^ ttiat growth had 
slowed in ttie second toff of tfre year fo October. P rofits hnproved 7 per cent to £40.1m, held back by an amMtfous 
mqianskm pro^amme In ttie Bingo, Dancing and Rtness divisions. Im-esoneni column, page IS Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Pensions fines threaten 23 funds 


NIC cicum 

Twenty-thiee fund management 
companies face dftdpUnary ac- 
tion by their financial watchdog 
in a fr^ blitz over the mis-sell- 
ing of personal pensions. 

If charges are proved against 
the firms, understood to include 
some of the City’s biggest 
names, th^ may face unlimted 
fines. Indmduals within those 
companies could be perma- 
nent barred firom doing in- 
vestment business. 

The investigation into the 
23 &ms’ activities, said to have 
shown “^temic failings” in 
their sal^ processes, was 
launched 15 mouths ago b>' 
their watchdog, the Inve^ent 


Management Regulatory Or- 
ganisation. The first fines ^ ex- 
pected within weeks. 

Imro’s inquii}' into the fi- 
nancial services oEfthoots of 
some ctf its fund managers ft the 
toughest so far carried out b>' 
any relator. 

it follows accusations by the 
Labour Pmiy and the Con- 
sumers' Association that fi- 
nancial watchdogs ha\‘e dragged 
theirfeet in resolving the issue. 

Phillip Thorpe, ctef execu- 
tive of Imro, sai± “Fonnal in- 
vestigations have only been 
launched where it appe^ that 
there have been sistemic fafl- 
mgs in the sales process. 

“It is our declared intention 
that OUT regulated firms will 


complete the whole review 
ahead of the final deadline.” 

The Inso inqimy follows a re- 
port in October 1994 by the 
leading regulator, the Securities 
and Zm'e^men& Board, which 
found that up to L5 mOfion peo- 
ple may have been mis-soid a 
private' pension. 

Every regulator was told to 
be^ a review of pension trans- 
fers carried out b\' their mem- 
bers. But at the largest 
watchdog, the Personal Invest- 
ment .Authority, the process 
stalled within mbrnhs, mired in 
legal action and a boycott 1^ 
thousands of financial advisers. 

Eariier this week, the SIB’s 
progress report admitted that 
few of the u^nt cases due for 


redress ^ the end of last year 
had received an>' compensate 
' Iinio’sinvesi^atkia revealed 
that of its 1,200 members, 46 
carried out a total of 76JJ00 pen- 
skm tzansfens. Of those, 15,000 
were prioriqi cases whm poi- 
if^bolders have died, are close 
to retirement or were over the 
age of 35 when they opted out 
of company schemes. Com- 
pensation averaging £3,000 per 
affected cheat been paid 
Of the 46 firms that carried 
rail pension transfers, 16 jtmied 
the PIA last year. But they 
remain sulqect to Imro in re- . 
sped of activities while 
menfoers. It was not dear yes- 
terday how many of the new 
PIA members are under inves- 


Ltoyd’sto 

tumi?) 

beaten 

regulation 

JOHN EISENHAMMS^ 
Finandal Editor 

Ucfvd^ of London win KM«heo 

its dfecipUnary 

step up the momtonngof pro* 

f^os^ in tbe marto m ^ 

sponsc to sharp ctitician of rts 

sSpregulatory 
“The real message rs that we 
want to turn the heat up, 
pavW G itta^ dkror of reg- 
ulatory services, said. ^ 

Sir ^an Hardcastlc. chair- 
mau of Uoyd’s regulatory 


to the mark of regulalion else- 
where in the Gty, wasero-ted 
to provoke consolidation 
pmnng weaker operators in the 
market, and to oWige some 
professionals to drop onL 

Uoyd’s first regidafoiy plan 

wS register all senior executives 

amozig underwriters, brokers 
and agents to ensore th^ meet 
high standards of comp etence. 
and to make monftmtag easier. 

Lloyd’s ^em of re g ol atiqs 
itself was sava^d last >'ear by 
the influential Com^ns Trea- 
sury select committee. De- 
scribing it as “fimdaxnenuiiy 
and irretrievably tamisfaed ly 
past problems'*, the conmiiuee 
concluded that “the loss of. 
confidence in regulation canraX 
be restored within the current 
regulatory system”. 

It recommended that re- 
^xm^Mlity be swiidied to an A- 
dependent body answerable te 
the Treasury. Sir Alan himself 
was singled out for criticism as 
being too cl^ to the imerests 
of the Lloyd's management. 

With the dtomge in legislation 
required for such radkral refold 
v^ly consid^ed to be im- 
Uethis side of an elcctioa, 
I's rc^iORse yesterd^'tvas 
seen as an attenipt to salv^e 
the current s^'slem. . 

But the tardiness of the te- 


le internal fensicKB. the most 
^s ignifican t bdog the Sudden 
departure last Se^einbcr of 
Rosalind Gilnmre, in char|^ of 
revamping the regulatoiy 
regime at who was 

thon^t to beocmie .frus- 

trated at the jfrogress. 

The new rt^ulatoty plan sets 
out ^ tte fiiic time core prin- 
ciples, of behaviour and com- 
petence • consistent ' with 
standards demoded fay other 
Gty r^iulatois such as the Se- 
cuzmessuid lirvestmenis Board. 
“This means we shall be able to 


it of these pzisc^es, and not 
just tbelettex,’' Mr Ghiiiigssaid. 

The plan also sets up a sum- 
mary mscj^inaiy process with 
stated sanctibns that 
wQl rnake it eaaer to discipline 
iiidivida^ in the past a com- 
plex and slow proc^. ' 


Economy: German repo cut offsets effect of slowdown in unemployment and fall in vacancies in the UK 

Hopes undimmed fay standstill on interest rates 


mUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

Kenneth Clarke and Eddie 
George left InteFcst rates un- 
chaog^ at their monthly mon- 
etary meeting yesterday, but 
hop^ of an early reaction 
were undimmed as the feD in un- 
employment tapered off in De- 
cember, vacaacies fell and the 
growth in underfying earnings 
remained unchanged at 3.25 
per ceut. 

A surprising large fall in the 
German repo rate from 3.73 to 
3.65 per cent helped interest 
rate sentiment, but the latest fig- 
ure for the public sector bor- 
rowing requirement raised 
amcem that the Government 
could overshoot its forecast for 
1995/6, even though this was 
rais^ by £7.5bn at the time of 
the BudgeL 


FoUowing Mr Heseltine’s 
gaSe on lUesday in revealing 
that unemployment had fallen 
in December, the only question 
was by how much. The answer 
was 7,900, about half the aver- 
age monthly fail in 1995 and a 
quarter of the rate of r^uction 
in 1994. 

Althou^ statisticians cau- 
tioned that special fectors might 
have made the fall in claiman t 
unemployment smaller than 
the uiuleriying trend of 10,000- 
15,000, a drop in the stock of 
vacancies at Jobcentres also 
pointed to a less buoyant labour 
market 

Notification of new vacancies 
and pladngs fell more sharply 
than at any time since June 
1991, albeit from near-record 
level& 

The index of averse weekly 
boors worked in man&ctnring 


fell m November to its lowest 
level since February. 

The Tleasuiy dr^ satisiac- 
tion from the continiung sub- 
dued growth in underlying 
earnings for the whole econo- 
my, suggesting that this au- 
gured weU forinflation. 


Cumulative PSBR 


However, there was a pick-up 
in the services sector from a low 
of per cent over the summer 

to 2.75 per cent in October and 
November. 

The City largely shrugged 
off disappointing news on unit 
labour costs in manufectururg, 


Unemployment 








which jumped to 4 per cent in 
the three mont^ ending No- 
vember compared with a year 
ago, the lughest for four years. 
/dx)ut 4,(K)0 extra manufectur- 
ing jobs ooutiibuted to a faD in 
productivity of 0.1 percent, the 
first since Marrii 1986. 

Simon Briscoe, UK econo- 
mist at NOsko Europe, Mich 
do not see this as the start of a 
worrying trend.” It reflected the 
sharpness of the slowdown in 
output growth and would cor- 
rect itseffin 1996 asou^t rose- 
or jobs were cut 

Fears of an overshoot on the 
PSBR were raised by figures 
showing the Government bor- 
rowed mazgioalty more in the 
first nine mouths of the finan- 
cial year than in the same pe- 
riod in 19M/5. The cumulate 
total rose to £23.9btt com- 
pared with in 1994/5. 


Andrew Smith, shadow chief 
secretary, said the figures con- 
firmed the concerns of the 
Treasury Select Committee, 
which bad expressed disap- 
pointment at the slippage in the 
PSBR. 

“The deficit looks on course 
to overshoot the Treasury’s full- 
year forecast of £29bn.” said 
Alex Garrard, UK economist at 
UBS, a view shared by econo- 
mists at Hoare Gorett and 
Nat^ifest Maritets. While net 
partmental outlays remained 
under control, overall receipts 
in the first nine months of the 
year have risen by half a per cent 
less than the 'fr^sury's forecast 
for the iiiU year. 

A further blade ^ot is that 
local authorities hare borrowed 


with a net repayment of. 
in the same period for 1994/5. 
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BZW will move 
all its staff to 



JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

All of BZVi^ the investment 
banking division of Barclays 
Bank, will relocate to Canary 
Wharf in London’s dockland^ 
instead of two-thirds. . 

Over LSOO equities and cor- 
porate finance executives learnt 
yeslen% of the move - reveisiiig 
a dedsioh two years ago to keq) 


them in die Simare . 

Roughly 2,(X)0 are alreat 


due lo start relocatiqg 
at the end of this year. Now a 
total of 3,500 will have moved 
from six Gty sites the end of 
1998 - roughly in time for the 
Opemng of the JubOee Line ex- 
(ensaon mldrig Oariazy Whaif to 
central London. 

A spokesman for BZW said: 
“We concluded that in order to 
take on the bfe US investment 
banks head to head we have got 
to be all under one roof.” 

The deeftkn) has delighted 
Canary Wharf - ^ch foU^ 
ing ^erda/s announcement 
ft almost so per cent let The 
Docklands sdreme was cmly 
half let three years ago and s 
only now shalung off Its white 
elmhant image. 

The move will anger the Cor- 
poration of the of London, 

which has vociferously criti- 
cised Canary BTiarf for poach- 
ing investment bank tenants. 

But the decisron has 
brought a mix^ re^xmse from 
BZW executives themselves. 

Previously the brokers and 
mergers and aquisidons spe- 
cialists thought they would be 


moving from a number of rites 
to Ro^ >&it Court, stiO in the 
untifiast year home to 
Barclays Bank’s i^d office. 

Graham Kmlott^ chief exec- 
utive of merchant banldi^ at 
BZW, when asked bow'his staff 
had reacted to the refocatfoo 
news, said: *^niere mixed 
views, as you would expect 

“There is a geiierri view that 
it wU make me more difficult 
' to meet dimits in the Chy. But 
we will mnintflin a Suite of Of- 
fices in tbe'O^ to see clients, 
so I don’t tfamk it will malm it 
more difficult. 

'Tn terms of BZW overall, the 
aigpmeitt is overwhehniog, The 
way you tried to rinicture (an 
investment bank) in 1986 ft 
not tile same as in 1S196. You 

can’t have equity and d^ in dif- 
ferent boxes - it won’t work. 
Pecmle are tmoadiy supportive 
of this ^ew.” 

^frnmlott added that tbe de- 
cs^ did not inq^ ai9 further 
restnictiiiihg of BZW. rniis is 

literally a property deal.” 


^ > going to 

take 520,000 square feet, and ft 
now taking700,000 square feet. 
Thftmaltesit** ' 


i^t in Canary Wharf beffid 
^zgan Stanley, hs Ametican 
utvestment bank livaL 
The main reason Canary 
Wharf found it difficult to at- 
tract tenants in recent years was 

fhe lack of ad^uate transport 
“™*™ctore. The Jutdee Lfoe 
extension ft seen as the e]. 

ement to place the scheme on 
a pm with the Qty and the Vfest 
tod as a business Inrari^ 
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Price war at pumps will create petrol deserts 


'In their search for 
new product lines the 

supermarkets have 

quite blatantly used 
petrol as a loss- 
leader. The oil majors 
have already been hit 
where It hurts. 
Casualties among 
smaller Independents 
are certain.' 


I ^ Chancellor read the petrcd marketjust 

X ngh! when he raised duty 3 Jp a litre in 
the BudgeL The increase was almost twice 
the amount to which the Government com- 
miEted itself in 1993 - a usefiil contribution 
to the cause of a 20 per cent basic income 
tnx rate — but the price war that intensified 
yesterday will give most of the money back 
a^in to consumers, limituig the impact on 
inflation and the “feel-had” feefor. 

Commercially, price wars are nearly 
sways wholly pointless; prolil margins get 
shot to bits and even if a competitor is even- 
hially forced out of the market, it can take 
years to recoup tbe finandal damage. In 
petrol retailing it is questionable whether 
even the motorist gains. In the past, one of 
the effects of price-cutting initiatives was to 
drive thou sa nds of small operators out of tbe 
business, leaving the big chains with greater 
control over prices at times of shortage. 

.This latest round of price-cutting may be 
different, however. The catalyst was the 
supermarkets, which in their search for 
new product lines have quite blatantly used 
petrol as a loss-leader. The oil majors have 
already been hit where it hurts, at their high 
pnoe motorway sites. WiUi a visit Grsi to a 
supermarket forecourt, many modern cars 
can travel the len^ of a motorway without 
stopping. Casualties among smaller inde- 
pendents, which claim that petrol is being 
sold by the big oil companies at below cost, 
ve Certain. The supermarkets will not eas- 
ily be driven out of the game, however. In 


France, they have 54 per cent of tbe mar- 
ket Small garage chains are pressing for an 
OPT inquiry but untfl the Government ful- 
fils its promise in 1993 to c^ten the law, this 
is pretty much a waste of time. As price wars 
in the bus industiy testify, aggrieved com- 
panies are often dead and buried by the lime 
an inquiry is complete. In ai^ case, the OFT 
rightly sees the supermarkets as new-wave 
independents, better able to withstand the 
oil majors than little Arms, and so of bene- 
fit to competition and the consumer. The 
Government is equally unqrmpathetic. 

There is a downside. The petrol price war 
will create petrol deserts in large parts of 
rural and inner dty Britain as &so, BP, SheD 
and the supermarkets battle it out and 
Kuall retailers close. But this dme round, tbe 
real losers look like being the ofl majors 
themselves. 

Real jobs remain 
in short supply 

B ritain's flexible labour market is deliv- 
ering a lower unemployment rate than 
the stakeholder economies of Continental 
Europe: that is the Govermnent’s proud 
claim. With unempk^ment ^ at &6 per cent 
on the internationally accepted definition, 
this is no more than a triumph in relative 
terms. And it comes with a sung, a chronic 
sense of insecurity that could scupper the 
Chancellor's dream of buoyant consumer 


spending in 1996. For the “feel-good” fac- 
tor to come good this year, the Government 
needs what Mrs Thatcher used to call “real 
jobs”. Most people nowadays would happily 
settle for full-time jobs. Unfortunately, they 
arc once again in short supply, accordfog to 
the latest ^ures from the Labour Force Sur- 
vey. The is based on what members of 
households s^ about their employmcm. Min- 
isters prefer (his measure, not least because 
it shows more growth than tbe employer- 
based counL 

This helpful pattern is repeated in the lat- 
est figures which show employment down in 
the (Urd quarter according to the employer 
count, but rising according to the LF^. On 
an annual basis, the LI^ shows an appre- 
ciable rise in employment of 250,000, com- 
pared with a meagre increase of under 
100,000 on the other measure. 

But never mind the width, feel the qual- 
ity. On that score, the LFS conveys a less 
encouraging message. The pick-up in frill- 
time emplc^ment ^ch got under way in 
1994 has ground to a halt; indeed, full-time 
jobs fell 1^ 9.000 in the latest quarter. Part- 
timers made up the difference. On an 
aimual basis, they accounted for almost two- 
thirds of the 250,000 new jobs. 

Hie renewed shift to part-time work may 
suit employers, but it creates a climate in 
which consumers are reluctant to dip into 
savings. As long a.s these conditions hold, 
consumer expei^ture is unlikely to lake off, 
notwithstanding all those windfall gains 


that lie ahead. The Chancellor may not have 
cut rates yesterday, but cut again he 
assuredly wOL 

A Japanese fly in 

Eurotunnel ointment 

•|* 1 *inancial crisis is sudi a regular occurrence 
X at Eurotuimel that it is hand to remem- 
ber the company being in any other state, 
life under the Channel is just one long fi- 
nancial crisis. If once apon a Lime there was 
a beginning, circa 1986, there is certainly no 
prospect of an end. Hiere may be something 
to be gained from the present unresolved 
state of affairs, however. A bit like the North- 
ern Ireland peace tall& neither p>arty (in this 
case bankets and company) has much interest 
in finding a solution. Tlie important thing 
is simply lo keep the dialogue going. 

I^rst the company. There is do reason Sir 
Alastair Motion and his crew should want 
a full GnanciaJ reconstruction since it would 
mean recognising the underlying economic 
reality; that Eurotunnel equity has no value 
at alL'Part of the function of a board of direc- 
tors is to sustain at least the hope of some 
value for shareholders, even if this is only 
at some indefinite point in the future. 

Charade this may be, but bankers have 
some interest in going along with iL They are 
already guaranteed every pcimy of money 
the project generates over and above its 
operating costs, so it could be argued that 


tolerating tbe present stand-off makes no 
difference. Why clock up vast professional 
fees finding a neat financial reconstruction, 
or worse still give anything back to more 
junior creditors, w*en you already have ail 
the protection you need? 

There is a £fy in the ointment here, how- 
ever and that is the position of Japanese 
bankers. Unlike others, they actually have 
a direct interest in c^sialising their bad 
Eurotunnel debts for it is not until there is 
an event of bankruptcy or insolvency that 
they can claim tax relief on their losses. But 
this is not an insurmountable problem. 
Most bankers seem content to let the pre- 
sent situation ride. 

So, while on paper, deadlines appear to 
be cro^ng in. the timetable is potentially 
very elastic indeed. The IS-month debt 
Standstill agreed with the banks last Sep- 
tember was on the understanding that pro- 
posals would be put to tbe banks by March. 
That deadline is almost certain to be missed. 
At the end of the full 18 months, there is 
nothing to stop Eurotunnel proposing a fur- 
ther standstill agreement. Bankers 
nothing by putting Eurotunnel into receiver- 
ship, unless the tiresome business of find- 
ing new management could be described as 
a Eiin. Furthermore, Sir Alastair’s chances 
of^eezing compensation out of the Gov- 
ernment are probably as good if not better 
than most Eurotunnel's insolvency may be 
something that all will just have to learn lo 
live with. 


Christmas sales: Kingfisher leads the pack in unimpressive Yuletide updates, while JJB Sports keeps up a winning run 

Mixed retail fortunes 
leave City disappointed 


NIGEL COPE 

Kingfisher, the Wbolwoiths and 
Comet group that has been 
struggling to re-group after a 
profits warning and a manage- 
ment clear-out last year, disap- 
pointed the City yesterd^ with 
a mixed update on Chrikmas 
trading. 

Comet performed well, 
boosted by strong sales of mul- 
ti-media PCs, and Wsohvorths 
also recovered from last year's 
stock problems. However, B&Q 
has faltered in a tough DIY 
market and Daily, the French 
electricals group, was badly af- 
fected by tile Paris strikes in the 
run-up to Christmas. 

Other retailers also reported 
mixed fortunes yesterday. Aru- 
ta Roddick’s Bc^ Shop graved 
a disappointment when it said 
sales were similar to last year, 
with hardly any growth in 
CThristmas trading It has con- 
tinued to struggle in the US and 
warned that profits this year 
would be “a UtUc below” last 
N'ear's levels. 

But the best performance 
on the high street so far this year 
has come from JJB Sports, the 
chain of ^lorts shops run the 
former Blackburn Rover foot- 
tKiiler David Whelan. The com- 
pany went to the t(^of the retail 
league table with a swge in sales 
and plans to add more stores. 
“There is a big move towards 



Ups and downs: Sir Geoffrey Mulcahy of Kingfishier 


keeping fit in this country and 
we’re benefiting from that,” 
Mr Whelan said. 

Kmgfisber, Jed by its chief ex- 
'ecuitve; Sir Geoffrey Mulcahy, 
was reporting on s^es for the 
10 weeks to 6 January, which 
showed that group like-for-like 
sales were up 1^ 3.9 per cent on 
tbe same period last year. The 
group's shares rose 9p to 538p 
on the news that Woohvonhs's 
sales had increased by 7J per 
cent, helped by better stock 
availability, which proved a 
problem last Christmas. Sales 
toys and home essentials were 
particularly strong. 

Comet, the electricals chain 
which sank into loss last year, 
impiroved ^es by 22 per cent, 
although this was from a low 
base. The chain is now re- 


building lost market share and 
despite making a trading loss of 
£3.7m in the half is now ex- 
pected to make a modest piof^ 
n 6ver the foD year. 

Superdrug improved sales i:^' 
2.5 per cent with the mose into 
health and beauty products 
continuing. However, sales at 
B&Q fell by 3 per cent with 
kitchen sal» poor. Sales at 
Dart>', the R^ncfa group, were 
3.8 per cent (fown on a lue-for- 
like basis, altbougb the company 
said this was due to the French 
strikes, which dimpled pre- 
Christmas sales. 

Shares in Body Shop fell Ip 
to 151p when it said like-for-like 
sales for the 10 weeks to De- 
cember were un chang ed. 

The chairman, Gordon Rod- 
dick. said: “Ret^ sales in the 


USA have not yet shown the 
consistent improtvement we are 
seekh^ having been affected by 
the dimcult retail climate there 
during the Christmas period.” 
The company released no ^h 
information on the Roddidcs’ 
plan to take it prwate. 

JJB Sports continued its ^pec^ 
tacular run, vrith sales in the 47 
weeks to Christmas Eve 17.8 per 
cent higher than the same pe- 
riod last year. 

The company now has 148 
stores, including five out-of- 
town superstores. Seven new 
high street stores and 15 out-of- 
town shops will open this year. 

Having avoided opening 
stores in London so far due to 
concerns over high staff 
turnover and theft. XTB now 
hoping to open several central 
London stores in the next six 
months. 

JJB shares, priced at 21Sp 
when it came to tbe stock mar- 
ket 14 months ago, closed 20p 
higher yesterday at 61^. 

Tbe company is now valued 
at more than £180m. Mr Whe- 
lan, who founded tbe company 
with £400 in ^^gan in 1971, still 
owns 60 per cent of the stock, 
together wth his family. That 
stake is now worth £120m. 

Allders said sales in its de- 
partment stores were up 8 J per 
cent in the 15 weeks to mid-Jan- 
uary. like-for-Uke sales, how- 
ever, were up l^justl percent 



Hat: itaita Roddick of the Body Shop, wrtiere the Christmas period provided almost 
no growth and where trading in the US continued to pose problems 


Gartmore 
says sale 
is still on 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Rnancial Editor 

Gartmore, the UK fond man- 
ager, has moved to quash spec- 
ulation that talks on selling it 
have collapsed. A terse state- 
ment issued b^ Phoenix Secu- 
rities, which IS handling the 
sale, said Banque Indosuez of 
Ranee continues to seek lo sell 
its 75 per cent shareholding in 
the fond manager and is ‘'in 
contact with a number of po- 
tentially inleFesied parties”. 

But (he statement also con- 
ceded that the sale was proring 
more difficult than initially ex- 
pected. and that “discussions 
with a number of parties had not 
at this stage resulted in an of- 
fer being made". Last Septem- 
ber. when Indosuez first 
announced its intention to sell, 
Paul Myners, executive chair- 
man of Gartmore, said the deal 
would be over by Christmas. 

Instead, severm initial British 
aspirants, such as BAT and 
NatWesi Croup, pulled out at 
an early stage, ‘nc last re- 
maining UK hopeful. Pruden- 
tial has also grown cool insiders 
say. The running e now main- 
ly being made Coniinenial 
banks and insurers, but the 
pace has slowed to a crawl. 

The statement was mainly 
prompted by the dismissal on 
Monday of Indosuez's presi- 
dent, J'ean-Francois LcpeiiL 
and suggestions that his suc- 
cessor would reverse the deci- 
sion to sell the Gartmore stake. 


IN BRIEF 


ITN in talks on London News Radio 

GWR, the commercial radio station, and ITN, maker of rrVs 
iWw at Ten programme, are in talks with Reuter over the possi- 
ble purdiase of London News Radio, sources said. The news fol- 
lows the collapse recentfy of a management-led buyout team that 
had been negotiatii^ to take over the struggling station. ITN is 
believed to be interested in protecting its Independent Radio News 
fraiichise, wfaOe GWR is ei^oiing acqusitions throu^iout the com- 
mercial radio sector, following its purchase last year of Chiltera. 

Cable firms set to invest £2^bn 

British cable companies expect to invest about £2.2 bn and cre- 
ate over 2,000 jobs during 1996, according to an industry asso- 
ciation forecast Next year will see record levels of cable 
construction, witb another 2.7 million homes passed, brin^g 
the total to around nine miUion homes by the end of the year - 
or about 45 perc ent of all homes in the UK, tbe C^le Com- 
munications Asssociation said. 

Separately, Nynex Cableconuns said it had total revenue for 
the year to December 1995 of £85m, 107 per cent ahead of the 
year before. TeleW»t the largest cable operator announced a 
cut-rate telephone service for its areas, promising discounts of 
15 per cent off BTs rates- 

Banks and small firms ‘getting on better’ 

TTie Rantf of Fngland said yeslcrd^ that relations between banks 
and smaU firms had improved significantly since a bitter row tro 
years ago over afiegations that the banks were not paaing tm m- 
rate reductkms to their small busmess custoowis. S tn a l l bisi- 
ness ofganisarions said late payments and excessn'e reliant on 
overdraft finance remained significant problems. Thw exp^ re- 
lations to deteriorate again if the economic slowdown contmues. 

Welsh Water agrees to separate iisting 

M^Ish Whier has agreed to demands bj’ the regulator, Ian Byait, 
for a separate listing of shares in its core water busm^ ot the 
London Stock Exchange. Mr Byatt wanted a listmg of ordi^- 
shares as port of the conditions for the proposed tak^-er ly 
Wbter of South Vfyks Heciricity but has accept^ inst^ ^is- 
sue of new preference shares and a series of other iradeitalM 
to ensure that the tegulaled water bi^ess is nng-fenc^ The 
bid could however siffl be referred to the Monopolies and Metg- 
ers Commission 1^ the Office of 1^ Trading. 

Biitish Gas buys Fiat oil interests 

British Gas has acquired for around £20m the ofl g« 
ests of Fiat RIML which includes 50 esploralion and pi^i^ 
licences in Italy. The portfolio eot«is magP 

,ApenniiK& an area where laige ofl accum^^ 

^ish Gas said that foUow-mg the iranrfcr. 
duction would stffi be sold to the Fiat Group, v.ycb » a 

partner to the UK company in a progwmme of combined heat 
and power generating projects in Italy. 


Police move in at Wainhomes 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

The police mo\’ed into a sub- 
sidiary of recently floated 
housebuilder Uhinhbmes yes- 
terday to investigate all^d 
valuation irregulamies. over-in- 
vcwmig and tiieft The comiam 
whidi re^xxided to the criss 1^' 
dismissiiig its diief orecutive, 
also issued a {Hofits wanriag. Its 
shares plun^ 38 per cent 
Tbe cost of the accounting 
inegularities, estimated ai £2m 
by the compaiQ*, wiQ blow a hole 
in jnofits wfaira reached £10m 
in the year to last March but 
have been under pressure this 
year as a result of the stagnant 
housing markeL 
Gavin Reed, chairman, said 
the dismissal of Ron Smith was 
not directfy relat^ to the 
lice in\«sngatioa into 
homes Nortbem but he was 
unequjvo^ about the reasons 
for the ciuef executive's depar- 
ture: “hi view of the board's loss 


of confidence in him generally, 
Mr Smith has been dismissed 
and will cease to be a director 
of the company.” 

Indusoy sources said they be- 
lieved two employees at the di- 
visioD had alr^cfy been sacked 
and two more su^nded. Fur- 
ther disuuss^ at the highest lev- 
elswithin Wiinhomes Northern 
are eiqiected this week. 

BQl Ainscough, founder of 
what is DOW the Northern divi- 
slon in 1972 and depufy chair- 
man, will take over ^ chief 
executive and win conduct a full 
review of tbe company's inter- 
nal controls. 

A senior figure at a rival 
housebuilder said it was ex- 
tremefy unlikely that the prob- 
lems at V^binhomes Noirbern 
were restricted to that division. 

He also TOinted to possible 
conflicts ofinterest at the com- 
pany where non-executive di- 
rectors are among the largest 
shareholders. Trevor Hem- 
minpg, the former chair man. 


ovnis 93 miUion shares, 15 per 
cent of the total, while Ain- 

scough, also a former chairman, 
owns 143 million shares, almost 
a quarter of the business. 

The vahie of their combined 
holdings fell by almost £10m 
yesterd^ as Vbmhomes shares, 
floated at ITOp in March 1994, 
fen 41p to 6^. At that level the 
company is ^ued at £42.4m. 

Mr Smith joined tbe 
cennpanyin 1989 aschief exec- 
utive and was paid £19ZOOO in 
the 12 months to March 1995. 
That represented a 35 per cent 
increase on the £14Z000 he 
earned the previous year. He 
was on a two-year rolling con- 
tract. suggesting he could be in 
line for a compensation pay- 
ment of almost £400,(KK). Ne- 
gotiations are continuing. 

Tbe pedioe invest^tim is un- 
derstood to be focusing on the 
possibility of over-invoicing, 
whereby staff at the divisioa col- 
luded with outside suppliers or 
sub-contractors to create false 


documentation. Tb^ are also 
looking into theft of building 
materials. 

More damaging to the Com- 
pany's reputation in the City, 
however, B the sq^gestion by one 
source that the diviaoD's woik 
in progress was deliberately 
overstated to enhance profits. 

It sthougbt that shar^ costs, 
such as roads and sewers, did not 
appear in the accounts in the 
ea^ye^ of a buOding site's ex- 
pected life in the hope that ris- 
mg house prices would hide the 
impact of higher cost of sales in 
subsequent years. When house 
jxices stagnated, the discrepancy 
was discovered. 

Analysis yesterday re-drew 
forecasts for the year to March 
to show a 40 per cent underly- 
ing fall in profits from £l0m to 
£6.]m. After the cost of ad- 
justing IK^iinbomes Northern's 
work in progress, profits are ex- 
pected to emerge at just iU.lm 
half the level of forerasts before 
yesterday's news. 


PIA to raise £15m for safety net 


Niccicum 

Radical plans to rescue the be- 
leaguered Zni'esiors Compen- 
sation Scheme, the sa&fy net for 
\'ictims of fraud or bad advice, 
are set to be unveiled by a top 
finaneial regulator. 

The Persoial Investment 4^- 
thorirt' will call for an extra 
£15m'be raised from its mem- 
bers to help the compensation 
sdirae in times of crisis. 

Tbe atm will be to prevent a 
rffleat of last year's probienis. 
where the Ixeasazy was forced 
to step in and underwrite up to 
£17m of paymeots only hours 
before tire scheme ran out of 
cash. 

The extra moass. whkh is ex- 


pected to be leried in three an- 
nual txandies, wUl be in addi- 
tion to Mfisring frinds raised 
tbe scheme in April each year. 

Sources said the £15m, once 
raised, could also be used to 
“smooth” yearfy contributions 
to the ICS h any one annual bill 
is loo huge. 

But the PLA's paf«r. to be 
published next week, is also be- 
lieved to shelve proposals for a 
produa levY, a small amount of 
monev add^ to the cost of 
eveiy ' policy sold, as too im- 
practical to operate. 

Derohe protests from many 
fi nanma! adviscrs, who fear 
tb^' could be left to foot the Idl 
alone, the PIA will stand by its 
policy of refusing to use the 


money raised to pay compen- 
sation for pension mis-selling. 

Gany Heath, chief executive 
of the ZFA Association, the fi- 
nancial advisers' trade body, 
said: “We have suggested pre- 
funding the scheme by surren- 
dering a proportion of our 
commission earnings, so this 
mniJd appear to be close ID our 
porition. 

“I am nervous, however, that 
they have not graced the net- 
tle of pension transfers yeL” 

Paul Smee, head of the ABI's 
life insurance section, said: "We 
will be lot^dng at the proposals 
carefiiUy.What wc still need is 
a re^atory' n-stem that pre- 
vents the need for people to 
have to be paid compensa lion." 


The PlA’s consultation doc- 
ument follows mounting con- 
cern over funding of the 
compensation scheme. 

At present, the scheme pays 
out lo inv'estors and then Icties 
regulators for the omounL 
The PIA, which usually meets 
the vast majority of each year's 
bOL does so fay a ^31 em of cross- 
fonding between members. But 
it was forced to suspend pay- 
menls. tri^cring the Treasury's 
imervention, after being ch^- 
Icnged in court In* an insurer. 

Its new proposals include 
using the same cross-funding 
formula to meet the nummum 
£I00m it is liable for in anyone 
year, double the previous 
amount . 
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First Leisure lajj^s gloom on thick 


Gaining a reputation for being the best 
manuemeat in the sector can be a 
mnee fl bie^iiz^ when things do not 
progress as ^ckiy as the market had 
hop^ Yesterday’s full-year 6gi^ 
frcm Fust Leisure were pretty im- 
pressive in the context of flagging 
consumer deznand, a hot summer and 
the competitive cbdlenge of the Na- 
tional l^tteiy, but the shares still 
dosed 19p lower at 349p. 

Thatwasthefirstbigsetbackinalu- 
oadve year for flist sbaiefaoJdeis, who 
have seen their holdings appredate 
more than so per cent since the be- 
ginniwp of 1995. 

Par^ it reflected disappointment at 
pre-tax profits vrtiich, at £40. 1 m for the 
year to October, were about £lm low- 
er than some broken had forecast. But 
mainly it was due to the gloomy tenor 
of chi» executive John Conlan's com- 
ments on consumer spending durii^ the 
rest of 1996. 

Although lower than expectations, 
the profits achieved during the year 
were still 7 per cent better than a year 
earlier, a doubly impressive perfor- 
mance in the context of First’s ultra- 
cautious accounting policies with 
regard to new deveknraents - the more 
the company eqzancs the bigger the hit 
to profits. 

Against that background. Fuse did 
extreme^well to increase earning per 
share 1^6 percent to 16.98p (exclud- 
ing last year’s asset dispo^ profits), al- 
lowioga 10 percent rise in the full-year 
payout to 7.72p. 

Analysts rhinlt Mr Conlan, a well 
known Jereiniah, is actu^ laying it on 
a bit thick with reprd to consumers 
continuing refusal to dip into their 
pockets. *7h^ are antidpating a no- 
ticeable rise in consumer confitknee in 
the run-up to the next election. That 
will flow straight through to Fust's low- 
ticket leisure activities. 

Whatever the short-ierm outlook. 
Hist Leisure is pursuing an eminent- 
ly sensible strategy, using its cash-gen- 
erative core businesses of bowling, 
theatres and resorts to fond the rapid 
roll-out of new fonnolas such as hedth 
and fitness centres, bingo halls, discos 
and themed bars. 

The cost of moving into new areas 
was shown most dearly f:w the bingo 
division where, de^te a rise in sales 
by 58 per cent to £15J5m. profits 
supped V 1L4 per cent to £1.9m. Danc- 
ii^ bownrer, managed (o shni^ ofif the 
enects of expansion, general^ a 17 
per cent increase in profits to £17.8m 
mim discotheques mm a 14 per cent 
increase in turnover. 

The real impact of ali the spending 
last year and this, of course, will not 
show through to profits until probably 
1998. right at the horizon of most in- 


vestors’ short-term plans. That puls the 

ghar^g rwi a i tJl ... 


Bono of contention over 
■Guardian’ ad campaign 


ratio of 18 (onforaost pr^ thisyear 

of £4Sm), at a demanmu 30 per cent 

premium to the matkeL% best of the 

run is over for the time but the 

shares remain a good long-term hold. 

Gas problem 
can be solved 

The political manoeuvring over Bntfgh 
Gas’s notorious “take or pay” supply 
contracts has mtensffled m the 
week, increasing the wpny for 
sands of private shareholders who 
have seen tile 'value of tiidr in vestments 

dwindle ance last summer. 

On Friday it was Deported the 
ras giant was considering involviiig 
banks in a plan to mount an enormous 
buyout of the contracts, said on one es- 
timate to be worth £40boovcx 25 years. 
This week, the company’s 
were underlined by a lepoit that the 
regulator, Qare Spottiswoode of Of- 
gas, would not take account of the con- 
tract problems during the current 
review of both gas suppfy and trans- 
portation ch^es. 

Mudi of this kxdcs like posturing be- 
tween the parties in the negntfarit>i^ 
tween British Gas and the North Sea 
oil companies. But the stakes am high. 
The scale (rf the proUem was danen- 


strated last year, vriien the company said 
the take or ^ deals had resulted in it 
fbrkiiig out o20m for ps it did not use 
duiii% 1995. if Ms ^xi&woode decides 
to be tou^ in her current reviet^ the 
effect could be further devastation to 
Briti^ Gas’s profits. 

One estimate suggests that the com- 
pai^sIransCo p^pebne and stot^ op- 
eration alone could see £lbn slk^ 
revenues and profits over the three 
yea^ to 1997. Further damage would 
be JaQkted if the reguIatOT decides to 
cut British Gas's abifity to pas through 
high gas costs to consumers. 

It is hard fo fan down is to blame, 

but the Govermnent must share some 
of the opprobrium. It wrongfooted 


ulatioa of the domestic market, due to 
b^m m.^aiL Aswefl as a statutoiy duty 
to ensure the players in new dereg- 
ulated market are financially viable, it 
tiierefoie has a moal duty to Britifo Gas 
and foe many small shaidaolders enticed 
into the 1986 privatisation. 

Neither tte buyout plan nor a si^- 
gested le^ on consumeis looks politi- 
cally acceptable. But a solution is by no 
nieans imfxsssible. The £40bn estimate 
of the iKOTOt ooA is based on a lOjpgap 
between contract and spot gas prices 
Ihe difference in British Gas’s costs is 
mote tike 3p to 4p, which would cut the 
biO to a much more bridgeable figure 
neater £3bn on a discounted basis. 

Agloomy tale, but despite profit es- 


Mwketyalue: E57D.3m, sham pdcs 349p 
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timaies cut to around £830m for last 
year, the shares, down 12p at 25S.5p. 
are stin worth holding on a p/c of p. 
The yield of 7.1 per cent is attractive 
and the possibiliQr of a takeover can- 
not be totally ruled ouL 

Budgens’ niche 
loob^ vulnerable 

Budgens' management must be 
pleased with the dedsion to abandon 
^ budget format last year. It was a 
costly move, which invohmd selling un- 
wanted stores to Lid] of Germany and 
converting others into the standard 
Budgens fonnaL It also wrecked the 
company's foil-year results in July and 
spared a ^zecfocular falling oat with 
its big German shareholder. 

Half-year results announced yes- 
t^day, however, showed that the com- 
paoy is Snafly starting to put its ni-£»ted 
dabble with (tisrounti^ behind it. 
Pre-tax profits for the sn months to 
November funded fiom £0L9m last year 
to £4 Jim t^ time. 

Uke-for-like sales figures have also 
motored ahead and were up 4.S per 
cent on tte same period last year. 

Significant^, the company has not 
been buying hi^er sate giving awa^r 
margin. Operating margins have im- 
proved due to Budgens* membership 
^a£3^ bluing co-operative which is 

aOractiag new niembexs and a decision 
to devote more space to fresh foods, 
whiefa yield lugber mar^ns. 

The compare hopes that its new 

RnHgens Vt« rawH TatmrhMyegwriay, 

will help improve loyalty and drive 
sales. Ibe company insists it will not 
tut margins, though it declines to say 
hw. 

Budgens also insists that it is not 
caught in no man 's land between the 
CoQtinectal discounters and the big 
^perstore groups. Its niche, it says, is 
as a“top-up shop” which complements 
the ot^is. 

7^ may be true but it leaves the 
group vulnerable to attack. A Kwik 
Save assault on fresh foods would hurt. 
And Safeway is poaching more and 
more family shoppers from Budgens' 
i^ck yard. The problem here is that 
once a store loses primary shoppers it 
has to work twice as ha^ to replace 
them whh secondan* customers. 

A good set of results, then, but not 
eoou^ to generate real excitement 
With NatWesi forecasting full-year 
profits of £7.im. iq^ded from £5.8m. 
and with the shares up a pennv' to 34.5p, 
compared with net assets of around 
31p, 'on a forward rating of 11 the 
shares lode no more than a bold. 


Creative leasions in the 
hiehh' strung world of adver- 
tising where one of the coun- 
try’s top directors of pop 
videos is accusing the , 

Guardian newspaper aM its 
aganev of piracy. The direc- 
tor, Mark Neale, is noted for 
hk work with U2 and is 

riaiming the Guordtan's cur- 
rent teteision campaign to 
be a Ijlatant steal ' of earher 
work he did for the Irish mu- 
sicians. He is demanding im- 
mediate satisfaction from the 
paper and its agenQ', Leagas 
Delaney, and has enlisted 
the support of Bono and the 
other band members. 

The contreianps developed 
afti»r the video director pre- 
sented a show reel to the 
Guardian '5 agency, which 
was doing the groundwork 
for the paper’s new commer- 
ctd. He alleges that the 
creative team then “ripped 
off” bis of the reel (which 
included scenes from U2's 
f hann el 4 special) and ac- 
cuses it of “outright theft of 
mteUectoal faoperre”. 

Not that our vidiM director 
knew amthing about Jl Un- 
til, that he saw the 
Guardian advertisement on 
television and was overcome 
by a sudden feeling of dt^d 
w (allegedlyV 

(j*2‘s view* is unitation 
is the since rest form of flat- 
tei>' bm thQ' have neverthe- 
ies gjven tKeir blessing to 
any* action to redress the al- 
le^d plagiarism. 

The mangura) e^letive in 
the hallowed pages of the 
Financial Timer llid not 
mat-e it past the second edi- 
tion yesterday. The offending 
“F wtJrd was* swiftly removed 
from an interview with 
Keh'in Mackenzie, head of 
broadcasting at the Nfirror 



Ffattered: Boi» of U2, wte ba«*s Ws video 


Group, leaving most readers 
unaware of just how' hflari- 
0U5 the former Sun e^toc 
finds the news bulletins on 
hfr TV station. Those who 
bought the earlier editions 
were left in absolute^ no 
doubt that the colounfolK* 
spiAen Mr Mackenzie found 
the bulletins very' hilarious 
indeed. However, readers of 
the later editions were treat- 
ed to the sanitised: “It is hi- 
larious. You can’t watch the 
news because you laugh so 
much.” 

The misstng eiqiletive was 
probabh' k^rrowed b>‘ the 
night editor who dis(^*ered 
the original piece. 


The Granada camp is incensed at the beany influence being 
wielded by the Forte family with its Eriends in the fbuxtb es- 
tate. .\dvisexs to the leisure gronp complain that its £3.8bn 
bid for Forte is being imdermined by a press campaign led by 
the London Evening Siaruiard . whose new editor. Max Hast- 
ings. is a shooting buddy cd* Sir Rocco Fortes 

’‘That is jnst the half of IL** complains one adviser. **We 
have also bad hostile pieces by ^HUam Shaweross in the 
FTnandal Tones (married to Sir Ifocco’s sister; Ofga ^Inzi) 
and Henry Porter in the DaSf Tet^n^h tn good friend of 
Ms Pol^).” 

Time for Gerry Robinson to marry a jouraalisL 


' Eiectkm fever at the lasthiute 
I of Chartered .Accouniasbia;' 

' England and ^/h3es(azt^ _• 

I where Sheila Masters, npkt-. 

I aer with KPMG. is ^gin . . 
standiog for the oflioeof 
j president Oac of thegMat 
and the good in Uie pnbfic 
I sector. Ms Masters s 
! much of her “nuiDcnwsgo^ 
ernmentcontdcts'’‘'andner. *. 
j membership of the Court of. 
the Bank of England. . 

Such is her profile th^ it • 
was remarked during her ki^' 
carapuisn that the i^itute ' 
rice pr^deniw w«uid be a' • 
“bit of a step down for her 
gh'cn that she is already run- 
ning the couatiy." 

Tuesday nigbt's party to cele- 
brate tte demise of tbc Cen- 
tral Statistics Office waf 
buzzing with the Oepu^ . 
Prime Minister's ^affe in 
I leaking tbc emplnymenl fig- 
ures. 'Hie number crunchers 
now agree that Michael Hes- 
eltine shouW be senict off 
the advance circulation list of 
the new Office for National 
Statistics forthwith. 


IN BRIEF 
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W e would like to invite 
you to take a short 
break in the eountiy at a lop- 
class, owner run hotel and 
stay two nights for the price 
of one. Simply pay for one 
n^t’s bed arc breakfost and 
you get the next night, in- 

dudingbreak£fBt.&ee. Rates 
are based on a double room. 

Afl the partidpath^ hotels 
are part (tt the Minotel con- 
sortium and many will allow 
you to enjoy a longer stay on 
the same ba^ pay for two 
n^ls aixl ^ for lour, for ex- 
a^ie. You can chedc this 
with your chosen hotel when 
you make your initial reser- 
vation. 

There are more than lOQ 
Minotel hotels participating 
in this ofte and th^ are lo- 
cated tiuou^out England, 
Vfhles and ^Uand. In yes- 
terday's paper they were list- 
ed ^ briefly described. 

Ail hotels offer top-daas 
cenofort and pride tiiemselves 


on pFOviding a wrsonal ser- 
vice that mai^ larger estab- ^ 
lishments cannot match. 

lb qualify for your 2 For 1 
biea^you must collect FOUR 
differently numbered terfoens ^ 
from the seven we are printing 
and attach them to a voucher 
wfate wevriQp^in Saonds^’s 
edition of The Independent 
details on bow to book. 
Ibday we print Icjcen S. 

KctuiedaboveistheGlen- 
druith House Hotel m Inver- 3. 
ness-shire. This quiet hotel 
surrounded Ify extensive 
grounds overlooks the Mo^ 
Fnh. The residents-oiify din- 
ing room serves fresh local 
prociuoe. A double room for ^ 
one ni^t costs £90. 

We win feature another ho- 
tel tomorrow in The Inde- 
pendent and gjve you a sixth 5, 
token. 

Pictured i$ 

Gfendniitb House Hotel# & 
Inverness-shire 


IBaKANDOONDmONS 

1b peractpaie in ox 3 1 gflW )DU 

met eoUect 4 JftoiiitUy numbered id- 
Nsn» and nseMhMi IB B ««uelwr 
wn bs printed on the line day o( 

the after, Saturday 20 January along 
Htth a CDrtinnation booltng term. 

The voucher may be redeemed « any 
parddoetlng Mnetal hotel featured In 
The indBpendenfB diraetery (prtntad 
on V te dn wdat 17 Jenuary) Ibr one 
free nighfa bad and brealdi aa for two 
people In a standard tann or double 
tedded nxxn nten a eeopnd niipt'a 
bad and breaMast is pre-pwdoSBd at 
the tariff SKScated. AH prte shown 
ana par loom par nighL 
Sonieho(el6.atihepropiietars'dia- 
oetkii. will accept die voucher for 
SQVS on the same 2 For 1 be- 
ds, so you can 8t^ for A niFns for 
the pnee of 2 for example. Please 
Chech wHth your ehoeen tmal when 
miMngyeurbooKIng. 

Tte voucher doea not cover paytTtern 
tar arv other meats or service that 
may be reguesnd by the htMer and 
caiwot be treed with aiiy OBier offer, 
sevirig or decowt that may be avalF 
able at the hotel. 

One cMd, under the a^ of 12 yews 
at the time of bootang and sheiing a 
leoniwitfitHoaduiBwiHteacooin- 
modaied tea of char^ but an meals, 
induding br aa l test . wiH be chai8BaUe. 
The deacrfptiors and pflces coraaifled 
In tids after have been supolied by Rw- 


ticipaiing hoets. Wise eveiy effort has 
been made to enstxe thar accuracy 
prior to pubnaOor. no lesporeUlty 
can ba When by Newpaps njUWvrs 
pie. C h ait e dwuae W miiu t iua or Mmo- 
tel for any anor. miiaa ior Lfc or changes 
thar ray tafe pin aftanmte wthour 
notice. Mn ara thsteWe Bd/sed w 
cheekagretevanTdefaCswithyotrcho- 
aeti hotel pnene rnaMng e msanattan. 

7. r<e booking wM be aceepied for 
Bank Hoild^ oanoda. 

8. AH bootengs must be made no mere 
than sbiwaefe in adwnoa ofyour 
proposed dale of amvai. 

9. iAweheisaravafldunol31May. 1996. 

10. Votiiehefa fflurt Oeau m si ida eaqnef 
rival at the hinel and can be used on 
one occasion only. 

11. Photocopies of tolwns end tiia ytuct)- 
er are not acceptaoie. 


LoyaHy cards pay off for Tesco 

'fosco's sales have risen sharply on ibe back of its loi alfy card, 
whiefa has more than 6 millioD members. In the 20 weeks to the 
end of December. Tesco's like-for-like sales were $0 per cent ahead 
of the same period last year. TTiis was better than the industry 
average of 5.6 per ccdl Chr^tmas sales were also strong with lOce- 
for-lite sales up by 10 per cent 
The figures CArlude William Low, the Scottish chain, which in- 
creased sales \yy 20 per cent in the ^ weeks to December. 

Nobo warns sales below forecasts 

fiobo. the office equipment maker, wurned that sales tn Noi'eniher 
and December, while sb'ghtly ahead of last year, were below ex- 
pectations in the UK and more so in France. ITie slowdown in 
growth followed a 53 per cent rise in sales in the six montte to 
October, largely due to the acquisition of De Visu. a group of 
French companies. Pre-ta.t profits in the first half year suffered 
from increasing competition from large, predominantly Ameri- 
can distributors and a higher interest charge. 

China joint venture for Unilever 

I 

Unilever, the Anglo-Duich consumer group is strengthenuig its j 
industrial detergents activities in China though a new joint ven- 
ture. Lever's industrial cfivfsion in Hong Kong will merge with 
Weiss, which has eight branch offices across China. 

^irey makes $75m US acquisition 

fhir^. the industrial electronics and specialist engineering group, 
has agreed to buy Rmide Measuring ^steins of Boulder. Colorado 
for $75m. It is issu^ 893.000 shares to the vendors and a forther 
7 million, underwrinen by Cazenove. at 525p. The deal k expect- 
to be earnings enfaanemg in 19M.PMS has a large share of the 
world market for instruineDts to detect microcontafflination. 

Racing profits fall at Stanley Leisure 

Profiis from Stanley Leisure fell, as expected, to£6.1m from£7.6m, 
m what Leonard Steinberg, ebairmaa caUed 'The worst six months 
in racing which I can recall”. Operating profits from the racing 
division fell from £5.6m to £2.^. llie casino division increased 
profits by 23 per ocm to£4.6m aftera rise in ‘’drop” per head. 

Dudley Jenkins unveils profit rise 

I Dudli^ Jenidiis, the direct mail to computer processing group, 

I is «lebrating its quarter cennuy with a strong rise in premts. D^ 
spiice the impact of heavy investment in a new consumer data- 
base, it has unveiled a 10 per cent rise in the pretax total to £^,000 
in the six months to October. 

Cortecs developing ulcer vaccine 

Cortecs International, the Austaiian biotech Compaq with a Lon- 
don quote, has announced its third R&D ^dication. Tlte deal, 
worth AS2.5in (£1.2m) over thr^ years, is to fond further de- 
velopment of its oral therapeutic vaedne a^tinst one of the main 
causes of peptic ulcers. 


World-wide 
slunq) strikes 
Prudential 


NIC cicuni 

Prudential the UK’s lai^est life 
insurer, revealed yestezuay the 
stark effect of a world-wide 
slump in its sate of insurance 
products as it announced that its 
sinj^preinium mrome dropped 
by 21 per cent m 1995toahOTt 
£4.4bn. 

World-wide sales of the Pro's 
regular premium life and pen- 
sion products also feQ 3 per 
cent, to £500m. 

Bui the company claimed 
that, de^te the sales fall there 
were some signs of a recovery 
in foe life and pensions mariset 
Results in foe fouitfa quarter 
showed the Pro’s premium in- 
come was about 10 per cent up 
on foe previous three months. 

. The recovery throughout the 

' latter pan of 1^ year was also 
apparent in foe UK, the com- 
pany claimed, with life and 
pension sales up m the last tiiree 
months of foe year compared 
with foe same period a year 
earlier. Peter Davis, group (foief 
executive, said: “I am encour- 
aged that in difficult markets in 
foe UK sate continued to show 
si^ of improvement.” 

The company’s view reflects 
a survey jointly carried out by foe 
Confe^ration of British In-. 


dustiy and COopm and Ly- 
brand,, vrtiidi predict^ a 
Dp in business next (piarter 

Rudenriars investmi^prod- 
oct sales, however, fell last year, . 
with tegular premium invest^: 
ments down from £96m to 
£36m. One-off sales timfoled 
from £252m in 1994 to£nia . 
last year. In Britain, sales of an- 
nual and regular premium life' 
and penaon products dropped" 
by 8 per c^t to £244m and 
ref^ctively. 

The decline was particulaify 
mark ed in foe unit trust and- 
PEPbu9Des5,wfrere income 
from £168m to £61m. The col- ' 
lapse in confidence in foe Pro's 
unit trusts and Pqis was even 
starker among ind^ndent fi- 
nancial adv^rs, who steered • 
just £l7m of foetr clients’ moOr 
ey towards foe ftu, down from 
£61min 1994. TlteconipaxQr did 
succeed in tapping into foe 
maiket for penndns ainuutte^ ' 
where sales for 1995 were up 39 ' 
per cent to £590m. 

New premium, figures' for 
General Accident Life in 1995 
fell 262 Mr cent ink)i^.6ffi in 
1995, while anmtnl premiums as 
a whole were down 20.7percent 
to £423m. However, foe' com- ■ 
pany's new sin^e premiums 
rose 60 per cent to £893m'. 


French unrest will 
damage Photo-Me 
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The recent wideqiread strikes 
in France will cut profits this 
year at Photo-Me Internation- 
al, writes Magnus GiinoniL 
The photo booth operator 
said yesterday that the industrial 
unrest had resulted in a signif- 
icant reduction in sales at the 
French subsidiary ^ecipa rrH^ig p 
an expected profits improve- 
ment m foe second half 
As a result profits for the year 
to April could be 5 to 10 per 
«ni below last year’s fi^reof 
£14.5m. The news, which ac- 
companied almost flat interim 
profits of £10.1m, disappointed 
the market and Photo-Me’s 
shares slid 8p to 12Sp yesterday. 

However, the managing di- 
rector, David Miller, remains 


confident that the foundations 
have been laid for growth. 
ital iuvesunenl on foe new gtei- 
eration of Photo'Visioa booths 
was Stepped up.^ip £8m to 
£13.5m m the &st half. 

Tlie first half profits com- 
pared with £10m in tiic com- 
parable period of 1994.' Sales 
rase 8.4 percent to £I04 ol The 
company blamed an. 80. per 
cem rise m form exdiange dif- 
ferences to £8^J(XWanaa 13 
per cent increase in net inter- 
est payable to £lA6m for re- 
stramiog pro^ 

The release of tax provisioiis 
helped eannasperdnre rise 3.7 
per cent to 8^^. out of Much 
Photo-Me ts paymg a miuo- 
teined interim dividend (d Up. 
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FT-SE 100 
3,704 .2 - 6.4 
FT-SE 250 
4,035.6 - 1.9 
FT-SE 350 ■ 

1,837.9 - 2 .6 
SEAQ VOLUME 
773.6m shares. 
34,335 bargains 
GiKs/Index 
■95;97 - 0.01 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 
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\kux froths on talk that Wolves may be closing in 
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T^eover rumours suiroiinding 
(he Suudeiiand-bnscd rc- 
gjonal brewer, inlensifiud yes- 
terday and diY)vc ihe share 
price up lOp to 289p in a ses- 
sion that saw both leading and 
second-line stocks lose ground. 

The brewing industry is ripe 
n>r further consolidation fol- 
lowing last summer’s takeover 
of Courage by Scottish & New- 
castle, a deal (hat will un- 
doubtedly put pressure on (he 
smaller rc^onals. 

There is some belief that 
Wolverhampton & Dudley, 
which sufiemd more than most 
from the beer price war be- 
tween Bass and Courage, may 
be lookup to join forces wirh 
Vaux which is finding the go- 
ing far from easy in its North- 
east heartland. Wolves closed 
8 p higher at 592p. 

Bass, a penny higher at 
728p, is also viewed in some 
quarters ns a possible suitor for 
V^ux. Besides pubs and brew- 
ing, N^ux operates the Swallow 


hotel chain that could swiftly 
be cimvcrted under the Holi- 
day Inn flag of Bass. 

Most speculation, however, 
discounts a move by Bass sim- 
ply because it would run into 
problems arising from the con- 
troversial Beer Orders over the 
number of pubs it can own. 

ViiLT is valued at £4U5m at 
(he current market price, and 
£10m more than Wolves. 

The industrial logic for the 
two groups to join forces is 
strong, A merger would create 
a powerful re^onaJ with in- 
terests spanning the Black 
Country across the Pennines 
and into the North-east v^ere 
Wolves alreatty has a pres- 
ence with its Cameron brew- 
ery. 

The takeover speculation 
also buoyed Morland, the Ox- 
fordshire-based regional 
brewer. Morland, ahead 12p to 
59Sp, has traded wed in the last 
couple of years .since Green 
King, unchanged at 613p. 
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failed to buy the company, 
lively activity in the brew- 
eries sectorwas not indicative, 
however, of the rest of the mar- 
keL ProGt'iakers took advan- 
tage of the previous day’s 
su^, although falls were con- 
tained by genera! optimism 
that UK interest rates would 
soon be cut following yester- 
d^s lowering of foe repo rate 
in Germany. 

The FT-SE 100 share index 
managed to told ground above 
3.7U0 - but only just — thanks 
to a tentative rally in late deal- 
ii^ as street opened 
hi^r. The index, down 14.9 
points an hour before the 
close, finished 6.4 lower at 
3,7(4.2. 


A similar pattern was 
recorded among second-liners. 
The FT-SE 250 ended the ses- 
sion 1.9 lower at 4.035.6. 

Among the leaders, British 
Gas had a torrid day. Shares 
dropped 12p to 2SS5p and 
more than 33 million were 
traded. Several broknig houses 
are concerned the company 
would have to foot the bill on 
the controversial £40bn of 
high-priced contracts signed a 
few years ago with gas pro- 
ducers. 

Ladbroke, the hotels and 
beitingshops compasy buoyed 
recently by talk of a Md from 
Ra«, also had a bad day and 
fell 45p to 160p as a large seDer 
of around 6 luiUion shares ap- 


peared on the scene, lidding 
volume totalled 1535 million, 
although the seller, according 
to a source, stfll believed that 
Ladbroke was a potential bid 
target at a later date by mov- 
ing faeavQy into the options 
market. In what is known as a 
cylinder deal or butterfly 
spread, 6,000 calls and a 
i watchinp number of puts were 
dealt in the August 160p series. 

The takeover s^tlight 
shone bri^itly, however, on the 
Savoy &Qgp which is pi ggv -ih- 
the-middle of the Fuite battle 
with Granada Shares in Savoy, 
as low as 930p just over a week 
ago. surged lOOp to £1130. 

Granada, steacty at 693p, is 
being increasingly tipped as the 
favourite to win the &ht for 
Fbrte, off 3p to 3773p. Grana- 
da has pledged to sell Rirte’s 
holding in the Savoy, and there 
are strong rumours that a 
queiie of b^is comprising US 
hotel companies is forming. 

Confirmation of a bid ap- 


proach boosted 
Chemists by 75p to 366p. 
^vouritc suitor is unichem, 
down 1(^ to 239p. 

King&ber, one of sev«aJ 
retaOers to announce Christ" 
mas trading statements, is also 
rumoured as a possible buj^. 
Shares rose 9p to 538p. 

Body Shop's downbeat ^o- 
ing update was greeted with a 
Jp mark down to 151p. Better 
news lifted Allders 3p to 176p, 
and JJB Sports advanced 20p 

to 618 p. 

Negative equity took on a 
new meaning at Wainlioines. 
The shares collapsed 4_lp to 
6Sp on news of a police inves- 
tigadon into alleged valuat^ 
irregularities, over invoicing 
and theft. 

In pharmaceuticals, Med^ 

va dropped 14p to 25^ as foe 

Food nnri Drug Administration 
in foe US said there was a pos- 
sibiUty its fayperacth^ drug for 
children drugs mig^t cause 
cancer in mice. 


[J TTiere was good demand 
for shares in IffiC Group, the 
confeKDce organiser and 
publishen Some orders, 
though, were said to have 
lieen left unfiilfilled dne to a 
stock shortage. Shares in- 
creased 13p to 286p amid 

talk the company was on 
coarse to produce sparkling 
results for the 1995 year. The 
half-year to June produced a 
rise in taxable profits trinn 
£4.94m to £6.4m. 

0 Greenall Group's claim 
for a place among foe stock 
market’s elite 100 companies 
was reinforced yesterday as 
the shares added 2p to 58Qp 
on the sale of most of its 
Thos Pea ting Fine Wines 
business in East Anglia to 
^ctoria Wne, part of Allied 
Domecq. The pubs, hotels 
and leisure gronp is valued at 
£1.714bn, marginally more 
than the worth of eai^ of Che 
bottom five in the FT-SE 100. 
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Maguire out to show he is still the real McCoy 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

The cuirem campai^ over the 

sticks has not, as yet, been Adri- 
an Maguire’s finesL A mixture 
of injury and the arrival of 
young talents in Tbny McCoy 
and David Bridgwater denied 
him any chance of a first riders’ 
tilk long before Oiristmas. The 
Iro hman is nothing if not re- 
silient, however, and yesterday 
be received the considerable en- 

opuragement of being booked to 

ride Montelado, ante-post fav- 
ourite for Sunday's Irish Cham- 
pion Hurdle at Leopardstown. 

Maguire will also partner 
Montelado if — and in view of 


the gelding’s previous injury 
record, it is a big if - he lines 
up for ilw Champion Hurdle at 
the Festival in March, a race for 
which he is the 9-2 second 
favourite. Pat Flynn. Moniela- 
do's trainer, turned to Maguire 
when both Richard Dunwoody 
and Charlie Swan were clamiftri 
to ride Balawfaar and Hotel 
Minella respectively. 

Montelado bos not run over 
hurdles since finishing ninth in 
the Champion Hurdle 10 
months ago, but even almost 
three years on, the memoiy of 
his crushing success in the 
Supreme Novices’ Hurdle of 
1^3 is strong enough to make 
him a leading candidate for this 


year’s Champion. Wins on the 
Flat last yeu, including the 
Irish Cesar ewiich, showed that 
he was letumii^ to form and fit- 
ness, but his return to the win- 
ter game has been frustrated to 
date, first by illness and then by 
frost-bound tracks both in Ire- 
land and Britain. 


For Maguire, the booking 
could mark a significant change 
of fortune. Wlthdoubts sur- 
rounding so many of Montela- 
do's possible rivals at the 
Festival, Maguire may even 
find he is on the Champion 
favourite by Sunday evening. 

Another jockey with some- 


thing to celebrate yesterday 
was Tbny McCoy, who reached 
100 witmers in a season for the 
first time with a treble at Not- 
tingham. Passing such a p^- 
cbologically important maA 
barely 18 months after his ar- 
rival m Britain is the latest sign 
that the 21-year-old Irishman 


Swing loses place in Dubai Cup 


Celtic Swing, who had looked 
likely to mak e the line-up for 
the Dubai World Cup after the 
withdrawal of the Japanese 
horse, TaOci Blisard, has been 
overlooked in fawur of Aus- 
tralia’s Danewin. 


The connections of Celtic 
Swing, one of the reserves for 
tbe inaugural runnn^ of radio’s 
richest race, could not confirm 
that be would be ready fn the 
race on 27 March and the or- 
ganising committee decided to 
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2 R131:4S SnRMMKEre6}^pj(|maN1VMaDOl]nKs6U8 SJgMWtB 

3 163FP HE8ARMG0^CK|(QUlBn^AietatnaslCftiplm6US— TDMCOObt 

4 013-510 naBOEWmatMMWihnMWBUTjMrSii A .TCIMvO) 

5 315035 mDMnmCHCawMW 0*7110 

6 005031 IIOCflirbaFrnBflblKH^ieLiinfBinifl uati— iM fa 

7 PSPQ»5 S(IKMB|Bl)(BiM*illBrW11105 

8 S43U5 IMiniMMCMUEI(X7)m<BR(MnRDDBniiRHaoesS103 ll*nb(5) 

9 610i.l< ieSSS0tnaMfnieSia»ftmah^iiHl*»«7inft anm^ 

10 03PQOS IMyFBDPMK(T)(MieBBnc0CRBmelUU)O IMatanitT) 

11 00Q304 ORUWICEVefffTlffiGSpndlsiflJSM^ ll^e 

13 P045i3S rmriiir[rWi)nfiMMfrirttiiiiiiniinirinn TiistsiMniiii 

13 IPWOO 8MCKag>gW(P Fanes P ftwIB 10 0 eUemilS) 

MMniwn He*n; lOB. nanoew wiSiB; AOs Sbuw 9d llSb tafc 9« 7li ttaiwk &w( 

9a a, COuhfB to UttL SniElersnee as lOS. 
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The sound was desperate when TWKERirs GIFT ireiied up ty a distance at Urtgllekl 
and me form coiM be mnleaclng. On the outer hand it was such a neat hipmemem on 
I anyuipig hetJ done betae and he « sOU on a laong wei^ de*Me nawig gone up 131b. 

I In fiont tour out. he was dear r the nsML Was R the ground or rss higher handed mark 
that caiBeO lg jd ow n fsiiBia'i dounfal at Eietar when gung for a hai-incK? The 
Ootni was certainly more testing than n had been tor ha cedier vai ihem and a 
Hemlonl. He never looked Oe winnoig end la on ttie same isdr^ but the gound wll be 
better today and he shouo be Ueieaboixs. Flew De Tel bded to see cut the extra 
furlong a WaiwlcK last tine, which is a bn supnsmg after mafir^ al over Exetera stiff 
two and a quarter me time before. Sne should a least last longer over the egnt cirewt 
and coukkrt be nttoS ouL He’s A King hasn't pragressed as much as he nignt of after 
Ns wtnntng debut here i3min in OcoNwr. It% pontble ihai he needs Nsier ^ound than 
this. Mte Sooter stay^ on from imH off the pace when taiih behind ea* wmer 
Cauona Boy over two miiea a leicester nme days a^o. Toefays hxi^ trip wll suR her 
more and she is prelerred to K e d n il. Setecdoo: HCKOilYS GlH 

14 cnl PICKERK)GE SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,600 added 

I 2tti If Ptenaify VMlie £2,038 

1 631 WLJUGTOSn(lQ^lSrJorrSi^UQ)a51L4? -aa-u, — 
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5 QfP lADBHCKBBI(3«lSSU»«4BPtfing6115. CMewle 
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8 SSO CHOICE BAR Oa (Mb AFORMPHDbDsBUO GTwiiMr{3| 

9 0 fiUMnVfSqdibGeoCiEeBSCeteSllO.-.-... GUGCnrt 
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BEnme: IM WM 1MU, »4 CawMBT. S4 CoMt Atoag U-l Deeert Pieddea, 124 Choka 
te, 16-1 FMdnlfBi. Seaifeh MMfag 20-1 CmM m Mm toiK P]RUe VMeiy, 25 OOMCS 
FORNGUBE 

VAUANT TOSH had Desert PreiMent a di s t a nt sbah when thud to Happy Hosrage a 
Foihestiine jn Oeoember and conlinned the (brm when winning aD out in the Un^ekt 
mud 15 ago, this bme wkh Desert Pieeiaea 21 lengths back n fourth. C a tw aB tef. 
aithou^ he had a imle fami m fraland and was else a S«e-ftatortg wavier there. Mit fha 
Ng and was never goir« to wki with he Ivg weMit In a Catierieh selfer n November. He 
has since isen b«^ for 2JOOgns a the Ascot Sates and should be 10 to nmnng imo 
a in the ?ade. Ceesl Atoag res Ns tea run since ftnasne fnnh beNnd easy 
winner DvnnKVTs Tnasure n a daener nere in mW-OcBber. The ehenees are he can 
improve on that — after all, he won a ntile-and-a-half seler a Beverley in The summer — 
and could be a serious dan^ to VaHant Toste. S a l actlo n ; VAUANT TQ6N 

ro~on] STEPHEN LJTTIE& DICK RarNOLDS BOOKMAKERS HTAP 
CHASE (CLASS B) £10,500 4m 2fll0yds Pen Vahie £7499 

1 S2P(M0 WVB8BEB0yg2)|C0|geDCieftme Bl iMMHriel31110 D tiM g i trr 

2 fT niftl w MM III (I II fT III I A niiijl rnidll in n ~ MARbgBdd 

3 41110-5 umiANE(S7)nm(RxlHanilBiii)PHabDsl3U1 eiMi* 
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U 354 AU.OAPIMNK(l*(BtedBnanCkhlNB*lia981DO WMMphMyB 

-Udsetared- 

AfiBiunwe^lto. The /aMqpHegsg A B Bih teSte 4ft QBiefeag 3ft fafctsPieaa life 
iU Gao Hamte 7a 9lL . 

BEintft 54 Braha, 44 SMay Bs* 114 M Ikte. 64 Ud9 Lna, B4 fBreMds B^ 

1 0 j tkw lMina d .VIrnimt ni r M nt T r^ — ww— 
FORMGUDE 

Paii Ncholk cenamy means Dusiness and any of rus three endd «4n. Cemtig trade 
innus a shoe may n> emlan a moderate nn ftom Oaehenfieid a Sandcren last 
wne. but stBtenete VIeoapt Da vamears poor stvwwng a Wanack on Saavd* s 

hader IS swaltaw and he B wnthout Ns usual bRnhere todqA ki much the bea form or me 

mo B Swdv Bay. auettoed wrih when Bwhops Mend tel seven oa a Wtocamon lea 

Thursday yet sail eamng bach a Norman Conqueror eU the way to the line. 7he0wM 

lun second to NasaiD wrth top anigit nrer a deSiffy ahorta tnp to todai/a rnaiaman a 
Banrax the ome before and has senous credertals off bemm •nghi. wnee a top Be 
tNs%e bnn^ out the best si LUCKIf UNE. tea season's Mdtew te Nab^winna. 

Now 12, Ludy Lane keeps Ns forni and ran wel on Ns reappeawice in a htoOle 180^ 
Cneosnw in Novenfter, teadng four out uml the netf. There nauem been no m»v 

opportunitiB to Nm sw* then srto he shoud i» sulBerafBly ara®B «o«i« tl» ei^ 

break. GrMga Bntee was in fiont when Ira stumbled and israeated hs naer be 
oA m me race wm by RB Of Oeis a Wtowlck i3msn on Saiudai. Hsra als o nm a 
Saxtown the prevloifi week and those two qdeh nvis m^ aan to W 

astaice. RhteMide Boy ran betw to tha SandDwn race wm GrailM tokem« 

nowoivi eitegests. He bea the 1994 Grand Narana nvmer-ito -lua So and QithOT a 
^ n UtoSns m INS race m 1993 and shodd a least do ns share of the 

paceinahing. i« Tto has yet to find r« tonu ba ma c« rw fflopto wnmB^toiM (d 
tour starts after being ouBed up Ilia nme out tea seasoa He e probably m 

wim j definite cNsnce. Selection: UfCKV lANE 


O RAI BFYUnONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QIULJFER) (GLASS 
L=:^ D) £4,000 2m 3f llOytfs Penalty Value £3J)09 

1 1-3211 GRfiaONdSMDRPtopMDPHobbsGlllD GMeCeto 

2 211 HSIBiM0nSE(7)(MsJMauKI)N1WaavPewes6111O eiteaMja 

3 AMlWRHUBBUaiaiUbadlGHanSllO Stenn^ 

4 401 CHSFRItSaiSniBAItoanddMnHTllO — Atetopwaw 

5 64MG HiiWBwaaiiregteauHftMiMiPiJmvyBiift - w w 

6 R HaUTWFDRT(7)aLSeao4A[kni5110 CMadi 

7 R IAUBEiniieiSUK(7)Pita5WltonelMnSWBms5110 Altey 

8 0U> FURBE»RMBER(48| Ota M tare) GBakkgSUO : APMcCey 

9 SMHirACr(IRBnHnllBnMi7110 »Afitow(7) 

10 orso imiiwnn«BBteCMii«teuBi«Brtsi««»ann MaHnywi 

11 nMPM»(MsCBBattnf|GBtkfic7110 NrABdBM(7) 

12 Gfrp aimniE(Fiqmfftei«iiM9MsJ»im6i09 oseten 

13 OP- EMM0RAMBE(«12MUTiMl)Pfteng61O9 HHonafT} i 

iA OO IAiirFEWIIMGON|48gAktoE4iNSnMi7109 MMMds 

-UdKtend- 

IEnWte l 011 Mite rllBW i e,94Cwck0B.34aMMto,lS4TbsiPheft,2S-llla^Gww, 
5M. Prataedi MMr. 6*4 ettm 
PORMGUDE 

MISIER MOROSE mates a quck leappearanoe alar his Impressive hurdlng a 
sWtocanun iaa Thutafay. He took A i* a the second tea and the tothar he wem the 
father he drew away from Iw 16 nvate. Thares a world of diRarence between gafopvig 
Wtoeandvi and iNs b^it ceem, but a teaa the lon^ Dip shodd be in hte favour and he 
can frilaw up, Ciacfc On is annher nee prospect and he con f irmed eeilier pramtee wim 
Ns dgit-len^ wm ki testing candittois over TOwcasieit stiff two mass 13 agp. He 
wll steo be more a home wnh die adra three and a half ftirlongi and dieaa are two 
atxwa-amra^ noWoes, certasty to DM conse. It Is ter ftom beir« a match, nowav o r. 
et w pr a as l has shoMi «ma a decent lunper hone he is with wins a Chapsiiiw and 
Follestone. Mtoa makes ihoee wns an the more merttorlous is Drat h«fd had two years 
off beftire that and Oiere e sta knpnwBmsnt to come. B el e c M on ; MISIER MOROSE. 

BfoKENHALl NOVICE HANDKMP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 
Iz::^ added 2m 3f Pendty Vte £4477 

1 013053 S0Un WMTO ft9>(H8ll^GBsttg61110 L_MABdftC(7) 

2 SF2F0F IIMeSIIN>PIU.(13)(HTMan|JGffixdl0114 PMto 

3 22-0014 SUPfBCMUacmOteraaDsnnHPriGliisTllD MAFto^dd 

4 26624F flMV»UIUaH||9)n'JWIiai*lDtoMlatb71DlS MDwyw 

5 22P20-2 tOmiDOWMCHEKWtteatenSuteMgiaiMBpeBlOU DOtMSistei 

6 101-4F REBWO«(15)IMsMRTqlDrtATkiinl710U SMBM 

7 F43P-21 OOOUSfSCOBTRWbanlPNcriabSiOlO APtfeCsy 

8 2140U1 FBMa»(42}(BgA*arAWCPMiP]R>MMt9108 TDmwsSbB 

9 2-CmP eAVMlB»(lS)9<JUaniagHMBnnes710S SG«nn(3) 

ID RJ2324. CHAWB.PtSTK06M(MBSwaaMUia«iy»DBUElall21£l2 tevtadsn 

11 4PBS14 DUSRVfSnNmPiksSPftncUMBBlnnlOlOO CItoda 

12 4A6P-6U TANGOS OBJOHrCSQ^toi Fry} DEtemh 8 100 .Pitthy 

13 3-2FQ50 qUBfSCaNIRACRnpSCIIGtotChpmmeiOO Gltasayffl 

14 06RfD BROimRDBBamOffJHnteBirtMBRItefldBsenSiOO DSBterlS 

-Mdsdraed- 

A*ikman w i^lOst.7>ueraftift Ap ii eg f M; TbnB>kDeAjM9g5lB.OBensflonttaaBr9ftaowHlteb- 

BertolOa 

BEnBRk 74 Csotae, 44 SaoHaraptaa, 114 IteiStgen, *4 Faaddk, M GraiylnA IM Btodtaft 
«■! Ml irtM IHW, iaA«, ia.1 eh— I p— <>».■, w>.t c«pfiii Balk. TtMft'l Itigfiff. 

25-1 (gwsM C u r dudu i , 33-1 rtwilwiiL SO-1 Broai Bobber 
PORMGUDE 

Sea tliamp ton heads the handesp after just one nn over teneee, but ns stsyng-on mud 
behnt Arcbc Kinsman and Caasoe S* a LalcesMr iBcerety after being batfly hampered 
a the fira showea a tot of promise to the futwe. He1 be a fanoed horse alto that, 
especraHy with an extra two furtongt to nm GARRVLOUGH ran on tfrai same caid and 
was jua begfBkng ID put hersdf in the ptenve when she tel wdh eight feneu to jump. 
The fomer Irish poira-tCHX»it wnirar had run tekly wsl in two predous attempts over 
fences and mgrit start to show some improvement now she races on traner sound 
comirareo u her last two starts. Coelrec was the aablers second soing and lacng tor 
the first nme In eight months when jiwt nueing out n a driving finish to Fenwkfc, with 
Dnnlngton cioEe up in fourih. oier the courae and distance last month. ARhouf^ worae 
in wnh bom, Cootoe vent on to record an easy wei a SouDMei and Dis aght-year-oki 
B a las begnnmg ro daw the form he had m fretend. S etecUoni GARBYlOU(3H. 

WRCOMBE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,200 
added 2m 3f Penatty Value £2,567 

1 I 2-4233F AU.aEU?(631im(AJlinas)Mta5'l30 ^ DBrirboto 

2 lAKEKAnBAaenyCU^PKBaito.MxACatenilfMchoteSUO APIKCny 

3 0P9e23 MMBSG0U)(lS}.-QCReA!;UlSLRxtaiM6U9 HlldHnlB 

4 BERCWOfHBMI&ClTllAWFClaiipetiintOGanlcibSllS... MDwyw 

5 3Q34> rwpaw3tiaflUPgfia).MPc.N.«n)MT..— jw-.:Ktvo _ _gii— a,, 

6 03500 ALUMMqflifBVuawfBlSUeHfiynSUl DHdtoamia 

7 63SrPD6- 8WUNm(28B}IUdaeijemt))0OTtel61013 MARbgNdd 

8 352 He*awwipaq'iv«»»>a»«or>Bi*ei=M _n£^ra 

9 23P423 HUUMARTIX)aa7}iPtei^Jur:995(tentinKiywGiSlle^ JIFtenU 

ID O'iSOl DBTANTHOliEOItPNMBAJmBSlOSiSM .-gOmaeW 


11 4PD5-K AUAHRIUWa7}(Uan.nlfl}lk&sJRBiierS100. 


SFbS 

12 F5FD HWSHCmiS5K9}PiVi)igciarBStteigc41D0_ ... ..^Bunn# 

13 OPOP' NNG6 BROHFTON (784) lIRPayiwJ Payne- to 100 kfrRFMaa 

-ISdactered- 

Unkiun vra^ ICs. h-je handier veigito JUahrafna 9st 13*. Hush Oose 9a 7ft kfrgs aompoi 

toioft 

BEnMft *4 IdiB Krafei, 74 Afi OWra, 114 Hde May Dal, IM MngS Gate, 124 CndaH Fraiflr, 
144 BteteeUdm Brad. HHdMe, 204 B Indy, DtoteR Haree, 2H oteRS 

FORMGUDE 

lake Karfba s an imeresiing newcomer, even wnh automatic op welgiL Ha form on 
the Hat m Ireland vraa decam. but he vvas mote of a stayer and has also haa id show he 
can hudle (kien3y a: laopg pace, in me orcumsiances, fONGTS GOID may be a safer 
alteiTBDve. Klnga Gold s at last sainng to find s«ne fcrni and stepped up on pravlous 
eflbns by a tong w^ when c hasm g honra the odos-en Master Be v ele d at Windsor si 
November, five and a tratf lengtos clear of DTaeachhoni Bato. His subsaquran ttwd 
behind NnDfom Of Shades and Mao s w o la at Un^tekS confirmed he Is comtog the ngt 
wqr and. wtGe he may ISM been beaten some way, there b no iSsBaee In that as the 
wtoner e tefrly useful. Al Clear was bou^ to after wmng a sefier at Uttoneer in 
Septomberand i»0i! weB nave repaid connecbons if ne itadm come down at the final 
ffij^ vdsn ehafien^ig Rner Leven at Wtoeanton m November, That form has worked out 
wefi. SI the smaaer Dada a least, and AD Oear is ai wnh every chance. Careteaa 
FDrmr- b bedi over a more sufabte rSsanoe but HuRs Mary DoB Iras shown 
im proiiament in ner last iNee outeg and is a Nggsr danger. S s l ac fl o ra KING'S GOLD. 

CURLAND HANDICAP HURDLE (OASS D) £4|D00 added 2m 
If Pienafty Vahie £2,884 

I y > m o iSNJnruamtteiRaAraacaKsiPSaangifiUO RSfiaiMs 

3 5Q!^ AUEZWUHS(USfi)(Z71)(Q)(lMCIMuy!N>lattEan7120 MAHtegaaU 

3 013080 asriMR!H(7) -]U0if9<;WCay9119 Gay Lads (3) 

4 ml2^ S0aETrGUeST{387).itae«3i7teteiBrU«A7insll0118 aDBra(7) , 

5 146PS UH»(Sa{UmiMsfH!«9MearaiJGflbn6114 PNda 

6 2433-12 RDU>TlonBBW6B(BS}lPl(ftaiSBiwnaRFtog9113 IRetf i 

7 ■yyww BUZONfiF1ROy{iasieraFVEsc:ilTTkcinsoiiJaiBs7113-— Atoraqin ' 

8 lSa« - _ _u«iww,y | 

9 2-23261 IRE BUCK MONK {35) (IgiltoDiRee Rang CUfiU Bps 8 110 B Mfig Mra 

10 0242-40 G01DMeO(9HBA£MPaeiGtae91flB OteSktan 

II ft-OUS SPDRSieff(Ui)n(86iTteiyV>toira}RHaqM5 710 7 APHaCoy 

12 220446 DRBSOMKE{P)iUsJRPBtoBflRStBBi<6101, «Tn|WB Mtehal B 

13 400120 IOiDKG80IIIM(9B)(G0|!4052D0Ftesng)MP9e5100 BHaan(7) 

14 0P4GB0 UUSDIW.(7)nU:9FtenHailitoCeraetaSRH9C0w7iaO-_-JDateantoM 

-Uiteetentf- 

Ifiaui weigto Iflto 7)39 tandtesp Ngrte Oowi 9a 12bi MbbM 9e 9b 

BEnBfftinW0Bteni0r7ka^MSpertsVlnAll4lteriH,U4HaUTIbarBBaha.84Sael- 
ety &BM,lfl4iaat>teiiftTM Mm WBni.lha Mack Mater. TbM Jay, 1*4 DwMPrarae.GMdte- 

Iii.lTiiiTtefT.T^trrr^i TI. -J 

R1RH6U0E 

Having ioGkBd tie Gomcig name alone appraaciwig the last at bn^ieia bibm Of Trrar 
leaefrad the end cf hs scrar andtrasteiouttoiheendtDhold Jenisoiffi. He oertam^ 
had a had race on the aesshg Doml. whereas SPORTS VEW «dnt leafiy act on It and 
finisned temes! 13 to«hs back in fifth teta gon« wefi as ter as the second IBSL A M) 
piAl, aid improved gem* 0ves Sports View a muen aetta chance and it Is nothmg more 
don he deserves after too imiudv rune neie. ora first n mch he was gang aea when 
bknteiKg and isBeasng Ns nda a the firal Rgltt. The Btocic Monk was saedr of trie 
seven fiiasners tr. tret race. He meets Sports VIsv a surra hater but hasnr won in ages. 
Spots Viawk tnt run of ftra season was badly needed and he finened a tong wqy behind 
iigifrvnmg i3d ano Harlos 3t Chepstow. The nmner-up was coming back after nksang 
las; season and shaped was m the ocunstanees. ABes W8aa has had only one run m 
ins couray stoee csnmg from Franca ana was pulled up ova Dvee mites K Ban0x m 
Apro. HeO iraad ots wen hs ivg weiRii. wnle Tbat Matcii, tost seasom Couay Huirito 
thed, nay find Ds ceuse and distance o» teiaip. sateotlen: SPU7 T:s VIEW. 


RACING RESULTS 


NOTTINGHAM 

1.20: 1. AMBER VAU£V |A P MoCBy) 
KXl-30; 2. IGndalceola 10-1; 3. angteer 
5-2tav 19nn.5,4.iDVMlMTis.Newbuy). 

£ft«h £1.60. £2,4ft £L20. OF: 
£10.60. CSF; £40.49. Tno: £12.9a 

L50: X. KING LUCIFER lA Wtegoai 4-5 

to- Z Oatee MtoetraB SO-1; ft-toetomM 

4-1. 12 miL V:. dSL (0 Nicfiotean, Ttet^ 
Gm. Tote: £1.40; U-lft £3^ £1^. 

OF; £43.60. CSF; £4a0ft Tno: £1 * . 7a Mfe 

tetoe Lwte, Celts Tomi, Lqy it Off. 

2,20: 1. MAIMREE (A P McCoy) 8- 13te 
2. H autoW WH ladV 4-lj 3. C ajabeaae 
12-1. S IBIL 2. 1 IN calteffaft Nm^ 
keti. Tflfia: £1.60: £lia £2.Sa OF: £2.30. 
CSF:£3-3a 

2.50: 1. SPROWSTON BOV (W WonNf» 

to)} 16-1: 2. W et ertavd Castfa 3-1 toe 8- 


FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

O S 9 1 - t 6 S -16S 





camnammm 10-1: 4. IWe Of ^ 
dmea 20-1. 17 ran. 6. l^iik (M Oepmai, 
Marhai Raseni. Tote: £40.70; £3.90, Cl 50 . 
£4.70, £2030. DF: fSftSO. CSF: £66.19. 
Tncasl: £50009. Tno: £131.3a 

3.20: 1. TEMEIN (A P McCoy) 9-4 tew; ft 
Stent Oal 16-1: ft No Ugt 3-^ rn 
5.4.(TRwg.*tew^ T B Mi£3 . 00;£ l fla 
wxiw , ri dO. PF: Stua CSF; £3831. Tn- 
cast: £109.12. Tna £6a7a 

ftSO: 1. SIRAIHMORE LODGE (M New- 
todB-llftOWHaWMU-l.’ftUaelaKae- 
ay 10-1: 4. C augiat pi 5-2 fe«. 20 mm Nk. 
1 U«. 0 M Jaffisrson, Mteon). Iota: £11.60: 
£3X0. £2.70. £3 2a £1.60. IV; £101 20 . 
CSF: £104. 7ft Tnease £924.04. Trio: 
£175.10. NR: CteDc Reg, Mcgmunch . 
J a teqwt Not wo n, ftxd al £ 3,706.66 ear- 
ned forward to Taunton iod^‘. 
r^i~«H«i*? £4.40. Wapepwh £5.30. 


HmseRaemg 

yp-exaffs 

08^-lU171 

CranBBfitary 
0839- m 175 

Tiiiii riak:mn — 

• ateWVtewVGvAgtete. 


140: 1. MYsne isle ic uewaoyn) 
11-2; ft FIbb SMcr 7-ft ft PMitagtea 
U-4 to. 15 nn. 1. 30. IN Gasteee, Igiper 
tonteiwn). Tote: £750: £1.60. £15ft 
£2.ia DF: £15.7a CSF: £2624. Tm 
£2050. Nft Ahsc-utey A.arage. 

140: 1. DARTER (S r^'< 13-8 to: ft 
Botov 9-2: 3. SaB« 33-1. 17 no. 9. 3. 
IR AWUCSL Epssr;. Tote £220; £120, 
£25C. £36.40. Dr £19a CSF: £1053. Dn 
£15050. 

ftlO; 1 NO mOUNG 3-1 tev; 

ft UdeCUteiGS-l: ftAMyatenn 3-1. 16 
tga. 6, 12. -:v WJiCisar, BarixnT;. IWa: 
£3.60: £iSC. £32.30. £170. OF^ £15550. 
CSF: £132.03. Tna £31120. 

240s ft borir OFF SCUI31' B-l- ft Bte- 
Magyr 11-2: ft Ba^Ctovar 20-1: 4. (grar- 
lySena 14-ft 18 ran. lS-6 to Garraon 
Cenmandte (Sili). - u 12. J J O'Neill, Pei:- 
nDV. Tote: £92C; £ft7C. £2.10. £550. 
£7.70. OF: £2750. CSF: £53.81. Thcas: 
£90753. Tns- £33.00. 

ftlOEftKEUFMACCJasa'’:)-) 6-ftft 
Panlitnt ^BMr 16-1; ft Btehops Ca»- 
th 12-ft U no. 11-4 to s»> Sper: G>d. 
Ha.a,afyatoi;.Tbte;£7JOtaoo.£25o. 
030. . OF: £3450. CSP. £9753. Tosash 
£1,35356. Ttx 

140: ft NO PAM NO GAM <7 KCei 4-7 
tod ft DOM Sannai 12-1: ft HanMted 

10-ft 18 nra. VX 2C. U dXai. rndvi. 

tmk £1.7:: iftis. ssja: si.exi. or: 

£1D5C. CSF: Tra £1410. 

4Jflc ftCAMBO .3 33-1; ft Draw 

gar SiMt 33-1: ft iteMtetate la-l: 4k Star 
HMKM12-L UfKk »-l to tesam Och£ 
l->. .Total iSS.ZC. 


£4JO. £11.60. £2.?a £450 DR £36320. 
CSR £75752. TncasC £959155. Tho: 
£43750. 
fgadpet* £65.40. 

Placapet £17050. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
ftOO: ft SHAlOyR (R CDcNante 5-ft ft 
MBagavIe 2-1 tev; ft BalyiBac GM ID-L 
8 fan. 4, 11. (R HoBlnshead). IMK £250; 
£1.10, £15q £1.70. DR £2.60. CSR 
£754. Dicash £3456. 

250; ft OtD PROVENCE (A Madto) 
Sft ft Make A Note 5-1: ft Pharte Dancer 
7-4 to. 8 MM iv-t. V 2 . (R Hams). TMk 
£ 1.40, £15a £1.40. DR £75a CSF: 
£15.17. 

350: ft OCEAN PARK IA Cteih) 5-6 tev; 

ft GnMen Peand 15« ft Raalsca 20-L 

8 ran. 2. 8. (la^ Hemes). Tata: £2.40; 
£150, £2.10. £l4a OF: £150. CSF; 
£3.13. 

350: ft MMSie JiMcnoN a kes) 12-1: 
ft Map le 8to 7-ft ft Opera BuRS-ft 9 ran. 
5-2 to 0:r Tom. NK. rVi. (lord HunDngdoti). 
TMe: £2050; £2.10. £2.60. £1.10. DR 
£9950. GSf: £5059. Tnease £14&oa Thk 

£sasc. 

450: ft BtMFY lUna Wards) 100-30 it 
to* ft MMiaa GIraet 100-30R to ft Nad 
AcM 23- 3- 32 ran. ft Vi (B 'IMc 

£3.7C; £213. £ft20. £ft7a OR £S5a CSF: 
£i-;59. Tbs: £2120. 

450 :ftSRlGAHQONE(NCartate 8 ) 13-2; 
ft Agent 3-1 to: 3. HFttena fifistaka 9-2. 

9 ran. !'■«■ 'S Bowniie. Toea: £9.20; 
S2.AC. £1.7D. £1.10. Of: £7.4a CSF; 
£X£ 51 , Tncast: £58.63. Tno: £18.00. 
Qnatlpnt; £55T. 

Placap fi tt £c5C. 


select Danewin as he is re> 
gaided as a certain starter. 

■ Horses in the Grand Na- 
tional will now bave to be de- 
clared to run 48 hours before 
the race, with reserves standing 
by to ensure a ma rtmum field. 


may dominate National Hunt 
racing for many seasons. 

McC^ was the champioD 
con^tional rider last season, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Mister Morose 
(temtCNi 2 jL5) 

NB: Safe Secret 
(Ludlow 1.4(9 

beating Maguirels record for the 
ninnber of wmoeis ridden tw an 
apprentice, and is now long 
odds-on to add the senior rid- 
ers’ title to his collection. 

He is now 20 winners ahead 
of his cnily realistic rival, David 
Bridgwater, and on offer at 


8-15 with Hals to finish the sea- 
son in front. FbUowing his ti^ 
ble, the odds are now 
McCoy, 13-8 Bridgwater. Tm 
suTpris^ how well things h^ 
gDoe,” McCoy said. “I will be 

giving the title my best shot Md 

I just hope I can keep 
Fortune has been with Mc- 
O^, but vriieD every 

faunDe might spdl the end of his 

season, few punters win rMc get- 
ting involved al such^ a short 
price. Indeed, with Mdg^er 
gnjnyin g the bacloD^ of the 


rampaign, he is woith a small 
investment at the current price. 


PiiM 






HYPERION 

12.40 Dream Ride, 140 DmM, 1.40 Safe Se- 
cret, 250 ItnMiglHx, 240 NewhaB PlincGy 340 
^Crusty) 3.40 Olympian, 4JD PotteitoCade 
GOING: Good (Good lo Finn tai idacesl. 

■ Rlgtaphend eoune. Cbeoe ooaree taa aliarp benls. 
■CouaelsNWoruwnofrA49.Liidlorasudon(ll(Rfbnl-aiieie- 
b«yllne)2ni. A D M l S t aON jCliibS14(eewiiipeiiledimiter-ia» 
free); TeBsetele SB; CoiBae A5. GAB PAK: Free. 


WINNESS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS; None. 
LONG-DISTANCB BTNNEBS: Bee Dc« Bod ( 1 50) txrartb 199 
mflra lironi P Clarkcli Aakburnham raabie In BmSubmx 

U 9 5a| marshbrook maiden hurdle 

1=^1^ (CLASS E) (DIV 0 £3,200 added 2m 

1 0 Bfi»mninruifBnCFb|Mm5U10^_JLDaMli 

2 MmqMrriiiafin in _ _ _iM» 

3 S3 ■ASOFOMdUfiAKfiGJBadGrSUlO.RMraeen 

4 *00 COUMNLmRMnpSlllO MrMHtaNf 

5 0 COUinnfMM 5im (7a)SDo>te>SU.lD MJAta 

6 06 DRMESRMEmRBnMiSlllO PHrioM* 

7 0223 D8ENHBBEdtePNDINfteHn61IlD_Jklkeaa 

8 0 HAStBt1NBEM4HBJR*nn61110 Mtltotera 

9 OMMEFIAaTItergfionSmD DBteiMte 

to RMaN61B£GBfiPHifere6U10 5tanl 

11 030 IMaiDUUEnHD(44RLK6U10 BHo^n 

12 HBlEBlMGGJDresTUJO BMug) 

13 V SEASCIIMP(729|DMr%81110 MlOonifek 

14 1QQ3P UEB0UMBpG0S)cmaad61110_.^0MBaw 

15 PP GRnBrSSPQRIS(12)PHatbl7111D..JRIteMMMl 

16 DmMBAniEW6MTilw41D12 ...^...511180600 

17 0 M0NUMBff(12}iNng41O12 aUMra 

IS SMWffGtBrJAItei»41012- ASfiCtelfr 

-ISdacMnd- 

BaTMte*4DnraiMde.7-2MHlw1ktotolBteH0r0tei,frlBbb- 
quMA 10-1 llw Benriw, 14-1 On«i Ptoe, 1*4. tekan 

ppfi^ MARSHROOK MADQI HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV I) £3,200 added 2m 

1 BEMJQUBTBCMtedpSUlD TJHMfign 

2 0 FGURSnEr(4fi)CMnn6U10^^_— _IRMNl 

3 20 G0IERIRUMM{6GllitesHNM«8U.10-8FteteM 

4 GR^aRteluailitaVWted5111D_—JRKMiM 

5 4024 HMIWA$0l«DtBSBPlWBt5U10........-Gtey4Bra 

6 5 0PEREnO{«2)MsSNad(61110 MEtoM 

7 4- PAa n CPBi m p07)AjMBs61110 WMteltM 

8 04-4 B0UBnDIB{S7)JNtg51110 GUMm 

9 M2 BfltoLSBMMC3)TFaBto511U)-. ,-JIMagdM 

ID 06 MIM(47)MBlM(Me51110 Litev^ 

11 0 VffiWR(4qABMnv51ilD PMctPilgfiM 

12 -050 0IEH08EiaiEPteJNBHlaii61135lrB1lHmtM(7) 

13 an MMpSIRIMinBhaadeilS . MaiSStmtet 

14 . 22'DMiniB(4a)eHSSheraead41012 lOteanra 

15 JUSrPOHABBttONDtAaHr»itel41D12..jrteliMiir 

16 ' imilMIADC6nxK41012 BBrateay 

17 U2 uwacaap|M7)iBF)MPto*ioia ...... JUwt 

IS SRASS1AaSRPMl»4107 lAMeDtefe 

I -MdifMwil- 

BEnWG: 7-4 rwijnt ftl TtWlc Hm, &1 Opetatto. fkiyte StoteV ID-i 
i^GoM IW Ura^ 14-1 Lytetei led, 1*1 ottan 

NEENTON SELLMG HANDICAP HURDLE 
•*"^1 (CLASS 6) £2,600 added 2m 

i' ''(riff'EASia&iimctA8i}(0)Pcuiu lhmnv 

3 2360RO lAWNSWnmJIM0R(7)JStnre911U.5R^^ 

3 364- nURMNA(3U)TJNMton611U __JiaMa0wr 

4 13235V BEAlBAN(B29)im)BC8TtKto8U7 Braylyara 

5 6afDS44 MLSUg(UBk)(34(CD)ACanalU112 IRMteteHM 

6 AS60ff 1MEAIUHip7){D)RHodeB61D12 BNnmI 

r 45M16 FBPUBCrSHWEa^«a8REteen91012-PMrtnn>te 

8 05610G S»ESECfEr(4S|fiBaihnn51011 MMom 

9 QF3F6 RSGIfiNGiimM.(64DBuctel31D8 IPlfeir(7) 

10 0463PP BORr(42)iHwnranS106 Itoach 

11 /aSPS RAMRIMKHrmJteMOCkSlOS RBtekoy 

12 SMOP PUSEr5nerBOr(28)(nJBaEter9105 MBoriqf 

13 595250 GEORGEIAICMFJodBnSlflS ILnddw 

14 0260 HAGIGM.MD(4a);MBBteey4105 RJatoraaR 

15 U024 REM.POPOOmidB)WJaM5104 ^TJiata 

16 R52R06 MfiSIBMMFHr(4eCeDte71D4 ^WMteteDi 

17 S5*P smRrSSnRpteDBucM6104_5RMEJJaH»(7) 

18 PP0030 R4PIEM(44->ANanB5103 ASSMb 

19 04100 SBYOUAUW!ISm(D)6C-JenM6103...WMcfWHd 

20 ORW-4 PIBBWID0OPiaiBinRRC»9102 — AMigAl 

BEnHe: »3 Mtoa, 5-1 Stee Secret. *1 KiM, *4 ReiHra Mte* 
104 iMMood Jateer, Rteeteg Rayte, IM tehen 

fA-raTf] TBiffiURY HANDICAP CHASE 
£5,500 added 3m 

1 305*53 D0NMBL1HEMFS(12)P)CBBfignl012OJ<Ueni 


LmcriELD 


HYPERION 

1J>0 Callonescy; 1.30 Sharp ThrM, 2 j 00 Per- 
ilous Flight, 2.30 Errant, 3v00 Pageboy; 
330 Wild Strawberry; 4J0 Matfs Thxl 

GOING: Steiteud. 

DRAW AOVANTAGB: Low best m sprmu. 

■ Left-hud, teaxp andteadng eoune. 

■Cboise MSB of town OD B20S8. UngSeU nahnvteaften (MTwd 
toy Liiidan Vicurta} ugotne course. ADIOSaON: AB stdewures 
59. CAK PASS: Oob £3; remtender free. 


BUMEBEDFISST TIME: Golden Pmrahvisondt I DO), Qniek 
MtiiWf vfnred (150), aupIbriD (150), BleMaew Dnvnon 
vte«W(3jOP).DB^n(&30).BedSpectMls(a30).SMteiiu{a30). 
WINNBBS IN lAST 6BVBN DAXSs Mean (2.00) woo here Itel 
SUunfay. WDd Stiiwlwiiy (3.30) wm brae hK Satunlw- 
LONG-DISTANCE gPNNEBS: TT luiitile (150) trareli 870 itelra 
from CHwmian'sMiddlelianAable In North Yorkshire. Page- 
boy (3.00), led Spectwde (3.30) A Mne'e Tbnl (450) cov- 
er 270 milea front p Hratani's IDddlefaim ynixL 

11 riol MORE HASTE MAB>EN STAKES (CLASS 
\JMU\ D) (Qiv I) £4,750 added Im 2f 

1 noininnu HnimPHyr^o o ^ M tHnn il 

2 DO OODBlFWaMUSIII 040(^392 DB|g(i9 

3 * RBGHtffiB.(3D)TCaate692 UFUmS 

4 50QG6 1HUiDm0US(7)JBi^592 IQtemB 

5 (W06D6 Tm(USA)(13)PMttte592 ACM6 

6 200*54 CAlUNIBSer(6)D0B»490 GBrateMl2 

7 04000- HSIBi|82eKMeNifie490 IMrael 

8 0 PBESIiGEIAD(Sa8eirat4B0 SSrateanS 

9 ar JWEVBaiME|S4«51lbeds5811 JUtesrarT 

m 9 dsotaiid* 

flEmie 94Tadd, IMJBdi VMhs% 7-2 Red GbararaL *2 Ctetomsqr, 
S-1 Water, 2*1 topeten Waad, 33-1 atean 

i Id LITTLE ACORNS SELLING HANDICAP 

i l±:z^ (CLASS G) £3,250 edded Im 4f 

1 203459 IMRRr<57qAJWton6910 JPartateS 

2 OOOOOA CfiBGBMGEBUCa2)(QTJlteteaBn49 7JMterl7)8 

3 Qf3G206 HBEHmOFRIMEa)AJiMsanS96 GBaiMU 

4 OROfiP- qUMinNrp9e(Ca)AMaaR795 .....^M^yMrato* 

5 206S36 SmfP1WBLnBSawi594 RCadmal 

6 422153- HBaMt£(7qnCTIanen493 _AMackay4 

7 00600V FBUNQHDFE(CrNMSa«aeB592— AMaOlaMS 

8 464*20 MBBSnoiE(eDWAato4 92 OeglMKAU 

9 00004* SUB1BS8msr(Ufl)|qnCDi4cr591JIIHgaail2 

10 0V34S* CA8R0USIMRB(37}nCMnw891 JHItaMrO 

U 3QS90 qUCKieUONmJMitesSBll IFapaM 

12 0044*2 WJM(mFUakn488 SSaadmlS 

13 000*80 1E»WISa)(CO)BMMan78 7 MMan«8 

14 400*05 IHHimm)antan4S2 NCxteOeT 

15 S66*3 DUaQMI(9)nPBim9 712_— iqraaiio 

BEnVMh 4-1 Mtek, *2 TMnfito *1 -Meat'* mae, *1 HaMAfr M 
feM, 3*2 OugpB. 7*1 Mteate, 1*1 Skvp IteM, 144 eteM 

(oT^ penny WISE CLAUUNG S1AKES (CLASS 
1=2^ E) £4,500 added Im 

1 2002U- Wlie«BO|3q(eU6LMD0e696JUteraraaa{nS 

2 403*15 GMMOmOZBnm DMitete <92 ..JUai Greaves 8 

5 0001*0 SIIBrStPNSHnmCDi9ef5g2_TAiMiy(7}2 

4 3100*0 HNMBMI(U)(D|MPoigSse490 UtorawB 

6 <000*1 mM>aFSDHWn(iqPIAflpiv4812.5DnHeP)12 

6 iS^ PER80USPUGHr(7)iGD)WMir$812 IWasrarA 

7 0G0D4-S (WaEUf7)nJPafk»T810 PMaCteeP)U 

8 06313-1 MWMH (USA) n (CO) ROSAonll 66 ACMll 

9 00000* aMKffiR(USfi)(B5)AMan4e4 ......CndyManlil 

10 0269* fUU8UBV(4flHD)WGMrjna383.-.eAteam(S3 


2 P4301F BBH0F88UWPm«l*»HIWgtlD12Q-aF l^m 

3 06365P PEnrBnPGE(2fi)MAJBne»12112 * **■»*?" 

4 2F10*1 TUHMtG1RD((19(qDNEnelmi9U] 

5 1D840P HUimU((12)mRCinsl0107 <■ ”*!! 

6 22-4P2P FOWBBIBOV(12)(D)RHa4Dslll03~ BPomM 

7 0S3U-U DB5mmSS(222HCS)|BF)MPpel0103 — — Jl^ 

8 H*4P0 WSAGAgaiCaNTu te l D SI M lOlDS 

9 P2614U liigcrA6AB«(ZMCRteBni911>0-~ — A Battel 

iSitianadPtlteriiefiandfcfipaejgetJoiy^SeSA. 

BEime *4 friBing ftot 7-Z Btatopa MMteL $1 Danyaa^ *1 Date 

1W H» Wlto IM todv Agtei, WaagB, Ml Pasdar Bto 201 ottare 
fS-ni LONGMYNO NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4 v 500 added an 

1 321121 )BIIIIU.FRHCEP39ID)ASbeeter81110.-8aqfl)mfi 

2 F)2n3>2 ENUrDIBBa(3S|09cnaod8117 lAMaCraltef 

3 22S0SP HUSHfMNBSOMBnBereSlll BHa yW 

4 1P3241 DNMNGaANCE(M)mRHeqpSl01010 ..— -BPotw 

5 POOF SI0BHMBROrnAturel6109— — — ^Hanqr 

6 anm IBNIIIAlLRRIBfiaJ Needham lOlO a DGtea^ 

7 09M24 COUfELGOUMROeaiSlOO DUareWh 

8 OOOQV C0UNTRrPMB0N(S4JMeCm«eMB7100-JIStentet 

-Sdadared- 

MbUmun neM« lOO; 7iue randfeap ategw CBteiel Cbl 9a 12te Qairay 
ranenSatWL 

BEmNte *4 IteteHl Prtaaa, *4 Daw Gkuas, 71 Earfy Orttear, *1 
Stoaliig Ra» 1*1 Hb» DteiMa, 2*1 Cetasal Cel, 3M alhan 

ro~inl WB5HN)0L HANDICAP 
F) £3300 3m 2f UOiyils 

1 P5F335 NDIIMMEnglW(12)Maiaai»d8120— — _5Fanfi 

2 222600 JUSrUCCANMEIIDfiaNIVranvCMesSllB.TJatera 

3 QB2606 BSDSBOr(iaPGtete8117 BFaMon(Q 

4 223103 HDDDIIIIBfi PM 12)WJartB7116 ADdfite 

5 33000* GMAB0SCUH(SSqCtaelDli5 AfrJOdklyCT) i 

6 F-C8fK PREC«ISJUNO{89)lteG-Jm7114 WHeMaW 

7 40400P PUBte Wi grMeFJBalaitlllia , ,Jleddra i 

8 FP0900 au>IIOI0(7}CaDaaiOlll .TlUraphym 

9 SW040 KfM2UI(U8A)(lrqRBnd«m8110 LHanray i 

10 00*420 AUE8Wn0RFqN7)PMttber7110 — ARPSaettf?) , 
U ISPfSO S0UHAN8PRMaSa3)MsVWidBlD]3JRKraBSBdl 

12 404241 AMCiB ROWER (TeHHnra 6 1012 AMages { 

13 4P3806 nUHDauS(7)JMsfelll011.>.-.._^WMinlDa 

14 010*45 SPr$0BMHr(4eUsAHeMB101Dlft._A7haates 

15 502305 COPPaOOI.{9}WTurer6109 JlteHr(7) 

Ifi 6*8090 EOmmSEMBm (3a(qWJBnta9107JfrR8rataa(7) 

17 083*02 SRK9IBIY(19CJanesl4104 GiltitBi 

IB 31BU00 MSSIwaNELMABaniweiDO PMdwgfk 

-IBdadand- 

Aediiun eelgk lOsC Due rmftsp mMn; Ala Ptepamf 9a lift 
Bti m e. *1 Nav Ilia Kaos. Ul ApaWaa Rarer, *1 Ptereekia, 71 
HeodaUar, 1*1 Edared Seynare, Jaet (tee CaateaUa, 1*1 oUten 

| 0_dn l TELFORD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,500 added 2m 4f 

1 200*1U flUHPMNm(D)JNwlle91111 iriitenbBi 

2 *3F4U FGMBII£rPI4CE{12)NT««U)Cate58UUM.TMB 

3 H> AMrSB0r(12}MaHPMiat711S Dlateg 

4 602344 CAPOCASIAMMmUaHMgkTlia lOWomt 

5 13UP62 tMMESSIMIBSITnnaTUS......^.. Alhatera 

6 *P n0IBt1MmJMBMto6Uft-.---..-.^WJR|U(7) 

7 Of uonruieMG(aa)RPM^7iis Jitteiu 

8 GPS*1D PRMCE]H0RPE{47)B(tondB»9U5 -..—Boylfiw 

9 PH642- Pte(»rPlpm(2sqj(Werafi7US.-^Waitltegtea 

10 eoeaiv BKnB>(Bii)AFQser7ii9w.M.-.— eatadtey 

U P40653 SHMttlJGU(12)Dftehalan7U.3.--.«~-AHa0*B 
13 SPAinsmuiTmPfrxto5115._.......-4frJ(^ 

13 D4152F cn>cww(j»|rmrf--.gna nv-ftri. 

14 F66P43 Lync«.SBlL(5a*GGncnOais6U0 DCafiidir 

15 4aP*P3 utMn«(»nic«j;vrmn _ ■ 

15 5P-3240 VBDniB.taE)(U]JMBiaifey5l08 RJtttanm 

BEITMe M PtodNito Fteca, 74 Sbhtec U0*r *1 Otewten, 81 Capo 
CaetreiBm. 101 Dratea Son, 341 Wxiyvte, 1*1 tetan 

Ite ini BONUSPRINT MTERMEDIArE NATIONAL 
HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £%000 2m 

1 21 P0nERSQAI£(33)DNatecanS119 RMaravlB) 

2 6 MGK$U(40)RHgbr«lM9d31ir .^—MBaSShanatt 

3 0 MUnnnimrciTirrinnr "11 7 Wi Aftarini IMII 

4 0 GUfDHMLlADCMIJMBiBdbySU? RJtenaenCR 

3 0 «au8HK0a7)TGea|R611T MrRHMBlBn(7) 

6 23 KAUDHOSS(39WJnlfiS117 GHaUD|3 

7 inBBriinna sa raB)bi..mi 7 iir ip>Mira 

8 0 MANKRDCmNIraanvOairaSU? MI(Mg*iy(7) 

9 MVSnCHARCNPRsdteOSUr 1*10*11(7} 

ID 0 0PnWSneARNR(M)ASDaav5U7 BHredtagp) 

11 3 S0UMlSUEFlM{37)MaHKrwa5117...aFtesa|S) 

12 * Tw n T rnffr f CTiij miwmn rin 7 u rre i mp) 

13 1U8niMRNBllGKGiHaieaan5U7JWreEJIto#tea 

14 0 WHKrASniREr{44PVIMba6117 lfrPScett(7} 

15 2 imUNHAGK(6eMMeCDni8Gk5112 PAkfa^tei 

16 BnH1UeSBRUftirei4l04 WLJWBte 

17 reraiviMiPftinMii^in^ erat— pj 

18 0 SU«BRUSHmPJolnea)4l04 MUdIw(7) 

-IBdadrasd- 

BEmNte avara ftttat^ Gate, *1 SeoDda Uha Rbl *1 Mdadren, 81 
Mmto Ui^ 1*1 MateioA Ml Anyas, 201 tehen 


11 050*32 RWZniQRSminn682 GBartwie pnasisea even . 

12 OOV PmCMSSIBNBBD P7eJft KBai4 711 ^7fWd(7)7 pagOe W9S fiOTI 

BEITRie; 71 MrWaianPted. MfiteteraWtetar. M M— , *lPra- C^perate by i 

EowruM.iiTTefitnrawtei.fnrini.itniatoBi minfiiiii There IS potentii 

l o Qfl] MORE HASTE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 

J ^ Robi^n. hin.« 

3 * cu]UHLicaN(UBA)|23tePMicMi490 AGtedci mifiht be necesso) 

4 00424 B8MNr(M|DCBeene4 90 IQMM7 . 

5 46000* SWgr AllHIMWg (58) Jftriten6Blft.P McCabe B)8 ' 

6 so wMESMne9Nr(i3)ANBMonte58uj)GaBK(5)8 Kiiges that he ai 

7 3066 V0llilN0SnillBaME(2)DlBteiDare5811_6CBmr4 ‘•'Th mmnele 

8 36200* «UUD9R(9GBaBat489 RCecteanl . . .. 

-sdKiand- Australian dubs I 

BEIBHfc»4aate.31CBtoalleBB.MTIbaMBrtWWcoaii,*19— da, we dO Dfobablv 1 

71BaQaLlMBqyRQb.3Mteb«. Of Uew Signing,' 

| 9 /y\|MANY COOKS HANDICAP (CLASS E) ing the distinct in 
added Sf somewhere adj 

1 Aoxety HASiRHUfBoei)(qncjw49i3JwaaMri2 (diampionshiDtrc 

2 0004-12 FftGEBOr|9)|CD)mPttateB7912 IfMneA 

3 0000*0 iBfORnnoMehtesS 99 Ataxesneas ui the boardfoon 

4 1500* JAA2M(]32)(GD)MMa««k693 AEdtoy<7)i* names have alres 

5 0500*3 R0CtaMa«(M|(nCUatMBan4fii3 AGtokT 

6 0044*0 U0MmGUEIMKS0N|ia(CD)MBNttecaito4ei2 QOWn. 

, ,, , - SPwwwCTll 

7 4508*0 RAND0M(iemCJarra5812 Cltetter6 

8 15S-24 RKrWGap2)fQRMFtowrS812 DMfiMlS 

9 000041 nin(AS1MBre$a2)G))aF}8'lteinwon4B10 Rwtball 

10 2006*2 HBiagr pay p 7^~“ D9maav(7)l BORD GAIS LEAGUE OP ISLAND Pre- 

11 4002*3 nRrP0nsiEPS(iaS(torean<82 ^nvMrerea misrnvfsiaKOur>c:sikvDrogiedaUnit- 

12 0033*4 N P l Kii a w BUnStt3)KMteulffB682 SSradsraS ed (7.45) 

^ (K1NTINS UAGUE Firrt OteWoo: N«- 

M 000403 MWSHA (12) H Hj se - 7 11 . . JQtfraS tiri^rarn Fwesiv Bteckbtfn Rovers (7 £)i. 

BEnWfe41PagBb qy;l«lia lbat *lHBy fbeteMft».gec>cMtear. 

l»rSRItea.i,81Nredag«Btete,NNrab..l01te^ M HARP LAGEN COP FoM round: 

iQonlCAVEAr EMPTOR HANDICAP (CLASS F) Wayyte y Cnwty Orct^j2.15l. 

[±12l£3J00 added 2m 

1 0002*4 S»N0RMANHDIT|12}(C|ROSuUai7100-OeWDn * ' 

2 4263*1 WUStRonmRV IS) (GO) V-ia 8 SteWS 7 912(40; ~ REPRESBnmVE MATCH: AiTBieurFiM- 

SSateas2 DaSAfcanceMvCsmbndgeUnBesiyfTJO, 

3 iS244S- DUBMM(34SgRSi3i;an5910 SDrasn(3)4 al Wincmnore Hid FCi. 

4 3|H34*4 MIS(II0N(USA}tlB)PrecgS>68U_ AteteaS 

5 0IB2O4- CAlLfiCAlgiaeGLMBCwSSin ACteteS 

6 -1011-34 ISSFECHOE (7) PHtexr <69 -CaeiOaxiias (7)10 Oflief MMlTtS 

re ra Mteton laaiearanaib nM~ m iift ir nana at ■■ ■ re re fti aaiMd m 9 ^ 


sport 

West’s 
plan to 
improve 
further 

Dave Hadfieid 

believes the last 
thing rugtjy league 
needs now is a 
stronger Wigan 

Even in Wigan’s latest hour of 
triumph - the victoiy over Brad- 
ford on Taesday nighi that 
made Central Park the penna- 
nent resting place of the cham- 
pionship tn^^-attention was 
turning ominously to how they 
ran make themselves even 
more power^ 

That is the conundrum of 
rugby league in the 1990s. 
Wigan, who were yesterday 
nominated to play in the Mid- 
(flesesc Sevens at Twickenham on 
11 May and will send their 
strongest team, are the bench- 
mark at which the others must 
aim. However, the last thing the 
game needs is for Wigan to raise 
their standards even further. 

Flans are already afoot for an 
American-style training camp. 
All their recent success has 
been sieved without a train- 
ing faciliQf to call their own, so 
the benefit th^ could derive 
from something along those 
lines is a daunting prosp^. 

Then there is the question of 
the pla^g personnel. Wigan 
have won evnything on offer so 
fiir this season with a squad well 
below optimum stren^. 

As their captain, Shaun Ed- 
wards, pointed out on Ibesday 
night, me club has lost a third 
of its first-team squad over the 
past 18 months; players such as 
Dean Bell, Andy Platt, Phil 
Clarke, Denis Betts and Frano 
Botica, who have not, for the 
most part, been replaced 
The 0 ^ significant addi- 
tions this season have made a 
neri i mb le contribution. Nigel 
Wr^ihl, tack from his recuper- 
ative loan to V^^kefield, has 
been injured since September, 
and the former Western Samoa 
rugby union forward, Shem 
Tatupu, has not yet figured in 
the first team. 

Instead 'V^gan have relied 
on their younger, home-grown 
products - and, even there, the 
cupboard is not quite as abun- 
dant as it has been. Their 
coach, Oraeme West, believes 
tbat there is a gap in the struc- 
ture of the club • a shortage of 
players in their late teens just 
below first-team level 
Indeed when you compare 
V^^n's resources in that age- 
group, it is possible to aigue that 
other clubs, such as Leeds. St 
Helens and >ft^niiigton, are as 
well off or better. Thai is one 
factor that leads some to sup- 
pose that it will be tougher for 
Wigan when Super League 
dawns at the end of March. 

Edwards, a man who thrives 
on competition if ever there 
was one, firmly believes that 
other clubs going full-time and 
having a week between match- 
es will help them to reach the 
same heights of excellence that 
Wigan have colonised so com- 
pletely. 

However, Wigan, as they em- 
phasised even as the cham- 
pagne was flowing, will not 
co-operate by standing still. 
There is potential in the play- 
ers they already have tbat can 
be exploited more efficiently. 

And as their chairman. Jack 
Robinson, hinted yesterday, it 
mi^t be necessare to ^nd big 
again lo meet the new chal- 
lenges that lie ahead 
“lb compete with the best 
Australian dubs in the play-offr, 
we do probably need a couple 
of new signings." he said, ^- 
iog the distinct impression that, 
somewhere adjacent to the 
championship trophy’s new site 
in the boardroom, the relevant 
names have already been jotted 
down. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


7 140524- OUISDI!fEOWElfiOME(30)UH3;ne<8 7.-iltoM(5)7 

8 4044*0 SHMrSiaaAerOS)fqOAitw99a;986-aCoctetee8 

9 00000* FABill1USHreT0i68)MSftMndS5 AUeGleraS 

10 420*12 lwnnSHAiai£S(7)(CMLA!Bn9«HteS85JPEEral 
U 23604* IEVBiGOIFMIir|3GfCO)TJtte«e9i<84:rAato(718 

12 0010*0 HSSED1WB(MrOGArtoanae6 713 

«—»«(«» Dviyre (7) 13 

13 43040* SASSnER(U8A)P4SP)tem96 712 IQMmM 

14 2635*0 B0B8rSDREAM(13tMTaTire»4 71D GBraffHteU 

11 Ifnrtiil 

EEniNft 1*4 WH SDBMfrany; *2 Weeratenkto U-2 Ited Spa- 
da. *1 Cal Me AlbL *1 Havre Goff lady, 10-1 Sarahrar, 1*1 Dttara 

I ra ftll) FREND IN NEED HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
1-12^ £4300 added 7f 

1 00444* lNV0QQ10N(34(CO)AUaae91O0 JFEfiteg 

2 5366*4 BtSimffMaPWggar4 5912.J>ftreenef{7)3D 

3 002200 MfiaSlM|(Cq7J.‘a9r3!59U TAaHte(7)5 

4 22005* SMXBa{U3)(CU|P3.rE:r»6910 IWsmtII 

5 000*41 RMEluaN(9](Q9A»-i‘-‘4;S9iai.S0. .JlCodamfi 

6 60E260- nXESM«3)WVu.'4 5fi .JaatoPtmlflpsS 

7 2522*1 SKUPIlV(]2)(l2(D)i1vrMf692 0 BI(m2 

a 446040 MACS 1W (12) (0)F>to£T-: 90 irtenreer 

9 0000*0 $0U)FRIZE(13|Ph3Mng<BU IQrant 

10 10030* e0tS70teC(37)CJHi-:611. SSredreaS 

U 600030 ITS SO EAST (13) (0) A raw 5 7 10 JdteM^,4 

-Uftedread- 

BEIIMG: 34. Sbara tea. 7-2 RefteHen, *1 MBs* *2 Bea Item ScenL 
*1 TtaM, nvi taancteta, M3 CteOBtoC. 25-1 Bffran 


SNOOKER; : Erntase/Vitorki O at ryyttrtd) 
qualifiers (Blackpooll. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

80,000 

The number of golfers from 
5(X) dubs Throughout the 
United Krngcfom taking part 
in this month’s NPI Nation- 
al Winter Stabieforti. The fi- 
nai wiil be held at Vaider- 
amtma. vmue for the 1997 
R/tier Cup, on 20-23 June. i| 
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promoters 


Tennis 


If recognising his own inconsis- 
lencywhen faced with the sport's 
leading men will be of long-term 
bmefit to Tim Henman then the 
Briton's 5-1, 6-3. 6-2 defeat b>' 
Jonas ^^krnan. of Sweden, yes- 
terday ^ have not been a com- 
plete disappointment 

The 21-year-old’s lacklustre 
display in the second round of 
the Australian Open at Mel- 
bourne contrasted shaiply with 
his stirring opening viaoiy over 
Petr Korda Henman was ex- 
pected to make Bjorkman work 
hard for victory at the very least 
having swept aside the world No 
26 in four sets. 

Henman, however, never ap- 
proached Monday's heights, 
holding only one of his first sev- 
en service games and succumb- 
ing to defeat in only 87 minutes. 
Decile his poor showing, Hen- 
man was far from d^couraged, 
and declared that his lapse in 
form could be attributed in pan 
to his mental attitude when 
meeting the sport's top players. 

*‘1 think I must now improve 
my consistency against top- 
ranked players.’’ Henman con- 
ceded “I know I can one 
good maicfa, but after playing one 
I need to pljjy a second At least 
Tve recognised the problem.” 

Andre Agassi, who nearly 
limped out of the tournament 
on Monday, found his stride to 
skip confidently past Vince 
Spadea in straight sets. The 
world No 2. now without strap- 
ping on his inflamed right knee, 
started uncertainly but grew in 
confidence as be brushed aside 
any doubts about the injuiy. 

The onh' blemish on his 6-4, 


b-2, 6-3 victory came in the is nrth 
game of the third set when be 
was given a code violation for 
verbal abuse after problems 
with his serve allowed Spadea 
to pull back fram 40-15 down. 
Agasa. however, regained his 
composure to take the game af- 
ter Spadea wasted two break 
points, and reeled off the next 
three games to take the match 
in just under two hours. 

Agassi, who injured his knee 
when he fell down a staircase at 
his hotel, struggled for nxrbili- 
ty in his five-set battle with the 
unknown Argentinian qualifier 
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Mike Rowbottom on ^ spl't 
between politicians ^dminis^ore 
over the coverage of sport on television 


. . , But Vfichael Cartltss< Con- 

Sporting adrnmisirators spoki. ^ Great Var- 

rt^Tv-Psterdav n defence of senaUvL Mr 1 













0^‘Serday in defence of ^ 

BuLmasemmarontneruture arvui niHiuus - 

SESSSSSSS 
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Gaston Etlis on But 

the Las Vegan confirmed after 


the Las Vegan confirmed after 
his victory over Spadea that hts 
knee had* responded to treat- 
ment. ”lt is definitely a lot bet- 
ter today than it was, and I was 
moving close to par,” Agassi 
said. “By the next match it 
should be 100 per cenL” 

Agassi’s wann reception at 
the end of h& match was notii- 
ing compared with the gtanrtfng 
ovation earlier afforded Stefon 
Edberg, who bowed out of the 
ev’ent for the last time. Despite 
the passionate support of a 
packed court, the Svrede, who 
has twice won the Open and will 
retire at the end of this year, was 
beaten in a five-set second 
round duel ty the Frendi qual- 
ifier, Jean-Philippe Heurian. 

Agassi's \ictoiy completed a 
suco^sftd dm* for the Americans 
Of the seeds.' Michael Chang de- 
feated Jakob Hlasek in straight 
sets, while the unseeded Patrick 
McEnroe recovered a two-set 
deficit to beat the 14ih seed, An- 
drei Medvedev. They were 
joined tw the 15tb see^ Todd 
Martin, and Jim Courier, the 
eighth, who beat Jeff Tarango. 


















Tarango calls foul on Courier 


The temperament lime bomb 
that is Jeff Tarango exploded 
again yesterday at the Aus- 
tralian Open when the tetchy 
American challenged oEfidals to 
cilc opponent Jim Courier for. 
of all things, swearing. 

Tarango. who walked out of 
t^mbledoo last war after a 
healed exchange uith an oflSdal 
made repeated appeals to the 


umpire, including a dare for him 
to ate Gsurier for foul language, 
before losing in four sets. 

“I w-as just asking how many 
limes somebody needs to do that 
[swear] before he is warned," 
said Tarango, suggesting he was 
being treated differenity to the 
worio No 8. 

Courier will meet Tbdd 
Woodbridge in the third round. 

















Swede cedes: ffie s:b^n tells on Stefon Edberg in the Australian Open yesterday 
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which was set by BSkyB, the 
cofflpauv’s poU^ was criticised 
by a nui^r of MPs. Labour has 

already announced it win bock an 

amendment (o (he Broadcasring 
Bin in the House of Lords next 
month which is intended to en- 
sure ttet key sporting occ^ions 
are safeguanJed for the main ter- 
restrial televisioD channels. 

Tern Blake, marketing man- 
ager for the Test and County 
C^^et Board, ^fce of the ben- 
efits to the game of the £60m 
deal it has signed with BSln'6. 
compared with 1989 television 
revenue of under £l.5ra. 

“We have doubled our ex- 
posure from 300 to 600 hours 
while stiU maintaining 250 hours 
on BBC." he smd. “Ve have a 
major investment programmu 
underway, but we will not be 
able to fund it without this 
kind of money from televisicm." 

.Vfike f> ?r»‘rh, of the Basketball 
League. Sam Hammam, chair- 
man of Wimbledon, and Frank 
Warren, the boxing promoter, all 
added iheirvoKeTof support for 
BSkyB. Da^idElstetn. BSkyB's 
head of programming, said that 
of the 10.000 hours broadcast by 
Sly Sports last year, less than 0.5 
p>er cent represented material 
transferred from ITV or BBC. 
He said his company had at- 
tracted three and a h^f million 
subscribing homes - equtvalcni 
to 10 million people. 

David Dein, vice-charrman 
of Arsenal and a Premier 
League representathe on the EA 
Council, questioned whether it 
was fitting for MFs to determine 
bow sport sold its own television 
ri^ts. “Do wc reuUy need the 
help of the politiaans?" he 
asked. “Isn't their role (hat of a 


watchdog after spotting bodies 
have made their own deosions?" 


“Please don't question <»r 
right to decide because unlike 
you, we have been elected to do 
this job." he said “Sport will die 
if it fan't watched ty the miHiorK 
and we as politicians have to 
consider that." 

Nick Hawkins, for Black- 
pool South and chainnan of the 
Conservative back bcndi ^rts 
committee, said his pbstb^ 
was full of letters from people 
seddng assuritnccs that ibcK 
would still be major-iqiorthig 
events which did not es5ii- 
shely to .saiclltte chai^^' 
“You sfaodid rec^Bse.fiie 
very strong views of mese'peo- 
ple'," be said, “many of whom 
caimot afford Sl^ amspine of 
whom face local lesfricrions 
over putting up sstelfite (fishes.” 
Maurice Lindsay, the SugbQ- 
League's chief exeailiw; ui^ 
to proceed wHh. caution. 
“Be careful, because you coiild 
damage the grass roots of ^)on 
by thmking that you are doing 
a public service,", he said 
Lindsay pointed out that tal- 
ented loung players such as De- 
ros Betts had left the Bxfti^ game 
because of poor rewards, ‘‘^fe 
couldn't afford to keep him." 
Liridsxy said “Our BBC contract 
was h^ a millioo a year a^ J 
couldn't do anythii^ with iL 1 
couldn't keep players, or ho'est 
in the junior game, or in schools 
development. Now 1 can." 

But Nicholas ' Winterton,. 
Conservative MP for Nlacd<»- 
field and chsnman of the all- 
party Parliamentary media 
cotnmiuee, joined Camiss in 
criticising the debate’sprebc- 
cupation with mcmey. "*Ine cul- 
ture of this country' appears to 
have been cTV'eriooked'' he said 
adding: “I do not believe that 
monopolies are a good thing." 
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■ 'I Today we are giving you another sporting chance of an instant vwn. 

T' '7'V ' f In Saturday's paper, there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch card 
. ■> which, if you answer three sporting questions ccrtectly, gives you the chance 


-V. 






of an instant cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 

'<bu don't have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general sporting 

knowledge should suffice. But ramember, you on^ get one chance to answer 

each question, so if you are in any doubt, check 'it out 

The card contains e'l^t ^mes so you can play daijy throu^ to Friday 19 

January. 

And as well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator 
prize of £5,000. In this Saturday's Independent we will give you ano&ier 
Questions of Sport scratch card. 


Treatii^ a Test in I^ris as a 
means to an end rather than an 
end in itself smacks of danger- 


ous philosc^y, but wni Carting 
last nieht left no doubt of his 


HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Thursday 18 ianuaiy. 
Below are three sporting questions, 
each vrith three possiUe answers 
coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Nineteen, either 
A,B or C in the Q19 column then 
repeat for Q20 and Q21. 


THE QUESTIONS 

QIS What nationafity is Sheffield 
Wednesday's Marc Degryse? 

A: Dutch 
B: Belgian 
C: French 


IMPORIANT 

Scratch off ONE fetter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on ariy one section on any 
one day, you win that amount. 

After you have played the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. 

Vbu could also win today's instant 
prize of £100 by revealing an 
asterisk. 


SOME OF OUR WINNERS SO FAR: 

Derim Cassim 

from Pwt/heff, - £250 
Maureen Pearson 
from Hors/brth, Leeds - £100 
Roger Biyant 

Clayton IVe^ HuddbrsfieM - £100 

Raymond Thomas 

from Wf/ral, Mets^skie - £100 

Peter Penyman 

from OOey, West Vbrics - £50 

lyn Gray 


from Gargrave, Nr. SMptxm - £25 
Michael Wright 


Q20 When were the Olymidc 
lest held In Biltain? 

A: 1908 
B: 1928 
C: 1948 


Q21 Who scored 333 roes 
against hMSa at Lord’s in 19907 

A: Graham Gooch 
B: David Gower 
C; Robin Smith 


HOW TO CLAIM 

IF you have revealed thtee id^itical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE. Take the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PLUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £5, ptmne 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 4pm 
today. 

Pertjdpetir^ newsager^ WH Smith, 
John Menaes, Fbrbuoys, Martins/^ 
McColl.Oillcms, Gibbs. Macs, 
Superclgs, United News Shops. Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason, (sT News, 
Paperchain - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

If you have any difficulty redeeming 
your ca^ and coupon ^ a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims. PO Box Buml^, 
B610 ISH. 


Michael Wright 
from lAfrexham - £25 
Martina Shuttieworth 
from Leigh. Lancashire - £10 


last night left no doubt of his 
and his England team’s con- 
version to the belief that for- 
ward planning might just entail 
present defeat. 

Not that the England captain 
necessarily e:q)ect5 it when be 
foces France at Parc des Princes 
at the opeoing of the Five Na- 
tions' Champion^ on Saturday. 
Jack Rowell, the manager, did 
pose the question earlier in the 
season whether English rugby 
was willing to tolerate a setback 
or two as a team and style were 
developed and Carling seems to 
have gwen him his answer. 

*^1 vt'ould be a great bonus to 
win another Grand Slam, but it's 
notNol oa my U sl” he sidd af- 
ter the England players had 
reacquainted themselves at 
Roehampton, where they will 
train again today before fly ing 
to Paris this afternoon. 

“I want us to play to the best 
of our abilities and that may 
mean we don’t win," Carlins 


went on. “This is a \-ouns side 
and we have lo be realistic about 
setting goals. Our style of play is 
more importanL ifwe are to be 
consisieQtk' successful against the 
southern hemisphere. 'than just 
focusing evenihing on winning 
another Grand Slam. If ihal 
was the case, we would have 
picked a different side.” 

Carling's captaincy' has been 
perceK-ed to be under pressure 
after England's aimless play in 
the raaicbes against South .Africa 
and Western Samoa, but Row’- 
ell was happv- to report yesterday 
that it was the captain himself 
who bad been dciwn the 
tactical plans for this game and 
therefore, he might have added, 
taking on his responsibility. 

Carling has made a hard 
choice. England have already 
done the Grand Slam three 
limes in the Nineties, so a once- 
formidable achievement may 
be becoming old hau However. 
^ public response to the recent 
'imemationals has shown how 
badly people who have come to 
presume success take even rel- 
ative failure. 

Even so, Carling’s men have 
made up their minds. “We sat 
down as a squad and said what 
is our most importam goaL win- 


ning a Grand Slam or develop- 
ing a st}'Je of play that may take 
some time but will make us 
more successful? We said it was 
the style of play. We don't want 
to lo^ games, but long term is 
the most important thing.” 

Dean Richards will not after 
all play for England in Paris. 
Ben Ciarke having declared 
himself fit after the muscle 
spasm in his pelvis whidi had 
made him doubtful. However, 
Richards will instead sit on the 
beach. 11m Rt^ber. relegated 
after the unimpressive win over 
W?stem Samoa, withdrew yes- 
terday with a combination of 
knee and ankle injuries. 

Such was the eulogistic re- 
sponse to the most-capped Ncr 
8's return to the squad last Sun- 
day that it was bard to detea 
whether the management were 
pleased or not when Oarke 
pulled through. Those who had 
been talking about the advan- 
tages of having a rock-like char- 
acter such as Richards on the 
field in France would now have . 

to say Ei^and can do without 
him, if only because they must 
■ Neil Rao(3s. the Irish second 
row, has overcome a chest in- 
foction and will play against 
Scotland at Lansdowne Road. 


Sir. Bravo Devon! Ever since ) 
that first deliveiy with the sec- ; 
ond new ball went down the leg J 
side in the final 'lest in ^uth 
Africa, I that Devem was 

wreaking his revenge. After 
an, he had been publicly and 
‘nercOessly b'^nebW and the 
opp(3rtunity would not come 
again. 

1 knew that this was ar wast- 
ed pra^r. For 1 had-seen last- 
wideet pairs defy the worid’s 
b^t bowl^in nfy time, but H 
deannstiated file anger fau- 

miliadon I bad frrir every rime 
he was openly whipped. 

It realfy cc^d not have es- 
caped the attention of any 
thoughtful (foserver that the 
En^^ cricket amtoritiesseem 
to resent having to play 
non-white players m the na- 
tional side. 

They use them for a time, but 
then discard them, at the earn- 
est opportunify. How else can 
one ei^lain the widefy differ- 
ent treatment wfaidi Graeme 
Hick and Mark Ramprakash 
have received? And there is a 
roll of those who have gone be- 
fore. 

English cricket will continue 
to Janguish . until those who 
control the game are prepared 
to recognise and nurture real 
talenL There is not a lot of it 


Lomu approached for World XV 
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Jonah Lomu, England's World 
Cup nemeris. could grace 
enhain for the first time in 
April if Leicester attraa the 
quality of player they want for 
an inau^ral match between 
England's champions and a 
worto Xy fixmi which the 'Tigers 
anticipate making £100,000. 

Yesterd^'s announcement at 
Twickeoharo bad been post- 
poned from last Wednesday on 
the grounds that contractual 
matters had not been resolved, 
tboii^ it is widely suspected that 
both Leicester and the Rugb^ 
Riotbal] Union imagined that it 
was more dlitist than the rank- 
and-file at last Sunday’s RFU 
special meeting would tolerate. 

In the end it made no differ- 
ence to the delegates in Birm- 
ingham. who were determined 
to.'itidc two fingers up at the gov- 
erning body come what may. 


That the fixtnre, Miid] marks the 
RFU's L2Sth anniveisaiy, wQI be 
supported by another Japanese 
rugby sponsor, Sanyo, for three 
years if the fiist one proves a suc- 
cess is an overt element of the 
new professionalism. 

Leicester are hiring the 
ground and will pex^et the pro- 
ceeds unless, with die RFU pro- 
jecting a crowd of up to 30,000, 
they are sufScient to disburse 
some of them to feUow-menibers 
of die Fi/st Division. The 
lem win come in selecting a vMxld 
team worthy of the billing, giv- 
en that the game - on Sunday, 


21 April - takes place at the same 
Lime as die soutnern-hemisphere 


Lime as die southern-hemitphere 
Super 12 provincial competition. 

Though Lomu's province, 
Cbunues. will be invQl^ in the 
Auckland set-up for the pur- 
poses of the series, an initial ap- 
proach. doubtless offering to 
make it worth the All Black 
wing's while, has alreacfy been 
made. Otherwise. Leicester an- 


tic^e that their opponents wiD 
comprise no more than two 
players from each country, 
mcludiog two Japanese. 

Meanwhile Peter Wheeler, 
the Lexesterdiief executive^ and 
his Cardiff equivaJenU Gareth 
Davies, have met leading Scot- 
tish dubs to form a united front 
in the continuing fractiousness 
with their respective rugby 
unions. Next, WncelcrwQ] meet 
representatives of the French 
clubs when he is ia Paris for Ihe 
England match at the weekend. 

*Thc Scoltish clubs, led by 
Melrose, the champions, have 
called a special general meet- 
ing of the Scottish Rugby Unk» 
- at Murrayfield on 9 February 
-with a view to overturning the 
SRU decision to enter districts ' 
XVs in next season's Euro- 
pean Cup. The clubs have al- 
ready puJled off something of 
cl coup by persuading Gavin 
Hastings, the recent Sxitland 
oipiain. to present their case. 


about in the country. 
Youjts siocerefy, 
JSEECOOMAR 
London N\^ 


Only joking 


From S Mtrgfunvmedin 
Sin May J be the first to sug- 
gest a r^lacement for the ouf- ' 
going E^and football coac^ 
My candidate has an uncanny 
! knowled^ of football tacrics, 

I plenty of eiqxrience at various 
leve)^ excellent at handling 
the media, and is free to take 
over ifl July, Afy caatfidaie is of 
course Mr G T^or. Not. 
Yours, 

SADR] MIRGHAVAMEDIN 
London SWIS 


Letters should be marked 

pnbUcation** and shoiUd con- 
tain daytime and evening tele- 
phone noinb^ They shoold 
be sent to Sports EdiCoi; Hic 
Independent, l Ca«a»i^ 
Square, London E14 5DL. 
They may be shortened Ibr rea- 
sons oCspace. 
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Blackburn 

left facing 
uphill task 




Ray Harford, the Blackburn 
manage, faces a stem test of his 
motivatiODal skills after an y iu)_ 
gCTiag tiopl^ hopes for this sea< 
son were extiaguished First 
Division Ipswich in the FA Cup. 

Rovers, who need success 
and European football to justi- 
fy their £40m investment on 
players, went down 1-0 at Ewood 
P^k during extra-time of their 
third-round replay on Tbesday. 

Harford now faces the task of 
lifting his team’s spirits for the 
rest of a campaign that features 
onfy the outside chance of a 
Uefa Cup place to play for. 

Harford has alrea^ relegated 
his captain. Tim Sherwood, to the 
substitutes’ bencK while Alan 
Shearer is again bei^ lin^ with 

a move to Itafy, and mis latest hu- 
miliation could pTompk an exo- 
dus from Ewood with Jack 
Walker. Rovers’ owner, unlikely 
to be i mpr e ss ed by the poor re- 
turn on his money since last 
M^s Premiers^ triumph. 

had eiqiressed a de- 
sire to see his team win the FA 
Cup for the seventh time, but 
Harford’s earlier theory that 
“we’ve looked more of a cup 
team this season” fails to stand 
up in the light of Blackburn’s 
failure to qualify for the Euro- 
pean knock-out sta^ and dieir 
struggles to overcome Swin- 
don and Whtford before losing 
at Leeds in the Coca-Cola Cup. 

Ipswich's victory echoed a 
simiJar Rovers defeat two years 
ago, when Charlton won at 
Bladdium after a goalless fust 
meeting, and it did Kttle to al- 
lay comments that Blackburn 
are one-season wonders. Ibtty 
Mowbray. Claus TTiomsen and 
teenage goalkeeper Richard 
Wri^t diovdiat no^enheiship 
side has achieved this season 
and prevented Shearer from 
finding the net at Ewood. 

Now Harford must decide 
whether to dve his own si g ntn g s 
such as NiiUas Gudmundsson, 
Billy McKinlay and Graham 
Fenton an extended run at the 
cjqieiise of some of his more .es- 
tablished stars sudi as Sbowood, 
Stuart Ripley and MOce NeweU. 

However, Colin Hendry, cap- 
tain in the absence of the d^ 
posed Sherwood, said: “We’ve 
stiU got the Premieisbip to play 
for. The majority of peofrie out- 
side of Blackburn have written 
us oft but we’re not concerned 
about that. We're only seven 
points behind Manchest^ Unit- 
ed, so by the time we play them 
we could be breathing down 
their necks. There are 15 games 
left and 45 points lo play for." 

Despite the stirring words, 
Blackburn could yet be the 


Germon’s bold 
declaration 
nearly pays off 

Crictet 

NZ 230-8 dec and 222-5 dec 
Zimbabwe 196 and 208-6 
(Match drawnj 


onfy Ermlish side to regret the 
Football Association’s decision 
to boycott the Intertoto Cup. 

Andy Cole yesterday said 
that the tnisenr cf missing out on 
Manchester United's Wembi^ 
run last year bad fired his FA 
Om ambitions time around. 

'the Cup-tied Cole was a 
spectator as the Old liafford 
side advanced on ^mbley last 
seasoQ, but the 24-year-old 
made his mark on this year’s 
touriiament in dramatic fashion 
with the last-minute winner at 
Sunderland which earned Alex 
Ferguson’s side a foorth-round 
trip to Reading. 

As he reflected on onfy the 
second Qip goal of bis career. 

Cole admitted that the memories 
of 12 months ago were the 
strongest motivation for hrm 
“It was just so frustrating to 
have to sit in the stands and 
watch the lads last year,” said 
Cole, who has now scored five 
goals in his last seven games. 
“Th^ were going all the way to 
Wembley, but I couldn’t realfy 
get irreotved and it wasn't ea^. 
Eveiybocfy knows the FA Ct^ 
is something special and after 
last term it's gi^t for me to be 
able to get involved this time. 

“It h^’t been the easiest of 
seasons for me so far, but Fve 
just kept on plug ging away,“ 
Cole said. Tm certainly not go- 
ing to complain atom the ser- 
vice Fve had from the other 
players, because that's been 
first class. United play in a way 
that means every striker gets 
good chaaces.” 

If United are to put pressure 
on Cole's former chib in the 
championship race, the Old 
Tiafford side must continue to 
create those oppommities, with 
the onus on Ferguson’s bluest 
bay to convert them. 

The pain of Sunderland's 
Cup exit will be forgotten if the 
mana^ can lead them into the 
IVemiership. Peter Reid is bc^ 
ing to complete the full signing 
of Chelsea’s on-ioan Welsh in- 
ternational midfielder, Gareth 
Hall, within days to bolster a 
squad lacking re^ depth, and be 
said that Sunday’s crucial match 
with promotion rivals Leicester 
means there is no time for wal- 
lowing m self-pity. 

“It's history now,” Reid said. 
“You don’t win any League 
points for the two g^es against 
United. Having said that, we 
had them chasing shadow's at 
times in both games and that 
shows ho«’ good we nearly are. 

Tve said all along that the 
League is the important thing 
and everybod>' knows that We 
performed very, very well in 
patches against United, but 
we've got to go into the Le^ue 
games with same attitmte.” 



Ibe with the Kirtg: Seotlendls Sam IbiTanee, second in last year% Eur«>pean Order of Merit, prepares to play with King Ibanku Jaafer of Malaysia in the Malaysian Open 
Pro-Am in Ku^a Lumpur yesterday. The tournament proper b^ns today and has attracted 139 foreign players Photograph: AP 


Richardson draws strength 


Cricket 


The West Indies captain, Richie 
Richardson, insisted that his 
side will be a force in next 
month’s World Cup despite an 
abject performance on their 
tour of Australia. 

Richardson and Us team 
flew out of Sydne\' yesterday 
having lost five of* their eidit 
World Series matches and faded 
to qualify' for the finals of the 
Umited-m’ers competition. 

Sri Lanka Atm the z^t to take 
on Australia cn«r ihrw match- 


es, starling in Melbourne lod^, 
v4ien they defeated Mark Tay- 
lor's Australian ^ three tick- 
ets on Tuesday. Indies’ 
latest failure eamg after they lost 
the Rank Wbrrefl Hophy to Aus- 
tralia at home last ye^, which in 
turn was follow^ by their dis- 
appointing loor of En glan d 
To maire matters worse, the 
immediate funme of their world 
record-holder batsman, Brian 
Lara, was sdl uncertain with less 
than a month before the start 
of the World Cup, The West In- 
dies' selectors are due to meet 
in Barbadc« next Tbesdav fo 


pick their final 14-man squad. 
Lara has been included in a pro- 
visional squad of 18. 

Despite the series of set- 
backs, Richardson insisted: 
“Our chances are as ^od as 
anybody’s. But it’s going to be 
very, very competitive.” 

Ricbandsco was heartened by 
a marked improvement as his 
side won three of their last four 
Wbrld Series g^es. “It showed 
that we have stiD got something 
in us and now we go home to 
reflect, regroup and work on our 
weaknesses to try to improve for 
the World Cup.” 


Tight security for Australians 


Aostralian plareis fearful of 
reiribuuon after recent con- 
troversies involving Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka will to gh'en ex- 
tra securify during the coouog 
World Cup ra the suboontinem. 

The players' union has asked 
the Australian Cricket Board to 
press for tighter security at the 
Ihnit ed-oveis lournameni being 
staged in India, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka next month. 


Graham Halbish, the 
chief executive, revealed in 
Melbourne’s The newspa- 
per ye^erday that, because of 
these fears the Australian team 
will to protected 24 hours a day 
by armed guards at their hoieL 
with extra security at grounds 
and airports. 

Several Australian players 
have reoenlfy receive thml- 
ening letters and Halbish 


added: “Some of the stuff has 
been tprite frightening.” 
Austro's lest series against 
Pakistan late last year was over- 
shadowed by a bribery affair sur- 
rounding Pakistan's former 
captain and batsman, Salim 
Malik, while their current Test 
series was also disrupted when 
Sri Lanka were found gu3fy and 
then cleared of ball tampering 
during last month’s first TesL 


SPORTING DIGEST 


England coach to face 
inquiry into dissent 


New Zealand and Zimbabwe 
drew the first Test at Hamilton 
yesterday de^^ (he best efforts 
of the home c^tai^ Lee Ger- 
moQ, to force a positive resuJL 
Gennon declared bis side’s 
second innings at 222 for 5^ at 
lunch on the final dw, setting 
Ztohabwe a target of 257 in two 
sessions for victoiy. At the 
close, they were 49 short with 
four wictets in hand after go- 
ing in at tea at 1 13 for 2. 

Grant ITower and Stuart 
Carlisle brought up the 50 in the 
11th over before Carlisle was 
caught at first slip off Dipak Pa- 
tel’s first ball. New Z^and’s 
b^ bowler in the match, Chris 
Cairns, disixiissed Flower for 59 
after tea, and following the 
loss of David Hoiighton and 
Alastair Campbell, Zimbabwe 
|Hit up the shutters. 

HEW ZEUAND - FM lH*«i aso fcr 8 Me 

{Senh «-5 Zj 

TTEIrtimr - M mninCi XM (WKBP S4; 
CWS4-S6I 

NEW ZEMAND - Saeentf WaMM 
<gicm^ 12M.' 

C Soes*nan Biw Smah <7 

RieoKuiQut — 

SRanB«cAFIOMC7BPSawig ■■■ — gj 

A Rji Bfe not eui 2 

N Asm e Oion^ e B Sttsng — .-a; 

C Cams c Olo >9 b BnnMs 

•tl German n« eut......_ — — — “ 

eons w ree we d4j__ - 

IBM per S Me) 8« 

Few 126 3-64 4 IB 5-140 ^ 

DM M bR O Pawl. 6 LOMrege. A MMsev. G 

AMft 

BonMR Sreah 2S 4-S6- 1: WenoB 18-4- S2- 1: 

3-1-7-0, Otofi^ 3-l-2(HX 

ZWBAHWr - Sapcnil baWE* 

C ngnr c Cennsi b Csm — Jf 

S CarMle e rnrnng b Pate! u 

G WhosD c Memeoy a ■» 

O HouEtnsn Bw Tmm — 

tA flower 

A CanobeB c Germon 9 Patel...... 1 

h SBb^ ^ Caims. 

P Stranc not out 

Ona Jbinbrwli 

TbaltRirS) ™ 

M: 1S6 2 99 3-aS *-3-3 5-151 fr 1 
— — r Cems :s-u3-?: Aim T-CMao! 

Pa»l 21-6-57-2; Tew 

124-362 

tkapaeK I. Barter rAas! i*»n>. 0 iSueaeO ac. 


fable tennis 

Chen TQnfaua, the England No 
2, faces a Europ<»n Table Ten- 
nis Union inqidiy into his al- 
leged dissent at an Ofynipc 
qualifying event in Manchester. 

The Rotherham-based play- 
er refused fo leave the coutfaide 
on Sun^' afte r being shown the 
red card. *1116 ETTU has onfy 
just received a report on Chen’s 
actions, who apparently then re- 
moved the umpire's glasses in a 
gesture of piotesL 

The amaTTog sceoes came at 
the European Olympic qualify- 
I ing tournament, al which CbCT 
was acting as an En^and coach. 
He nw^missed from the court 
for coaching audibfy' when {riay 
was in progress during Engbnd 
No 1 Matthew SyecTs crudal 
game with Zoltan Batorfi. 


The Hungarian No 2, who 
won the tense ra'o-hour game - 
as wdl as a place in .Atlanta-wiU 
also be a subject of the inquiry 
in Belgium on 2 Febniaiy after 

alUgerify ahngrw the i imjii i H aod 

maldi^'a rude gesture to the 700 
supporters at the eveoL 
jea nyDo m. genenai secnetaiy 
of faeFTTU, aidyestezdmT “It 
is very unusual to get a report 
of this nature. We shaii consid- 
er the maner on 2 Februaiy, but 
we have no powers to suspend 
plsroeis, this is iKirmaliy done to 
tfaOT own associations.’' 
Neither England or Hungafy 
are e^iected lo penalise their 
players. There was also good 
nem for S>vd, as he is top of the 
lin CO get a wild card to Atlanta. 
The InteniaDonal Table Tennis 
Federation have powers to 
award four late imitations. 


Robinson cheers Dark Blues 


Hock^ 

BiacoLWia 
London University 
(hdord University 


Ken Robinson, Oxford Uni- 
versity’s New Zealand striker, 
punished London for slack 
niaridng as he scored twice in 
the opening 20 minutes of the 
sides' anTHtal fiSUTS at DukCS 
Meadows. Chiswick, yesterday. 
London, denied an eaify gtol 

by an umpire’s quids wh^tle as 
AlecTertis dammed bmie their 
second penaio' corner, might 
have gone on to give Oxford a 
suzpr&. The leprirn'e, howw- 
er, allowed ito Dark Blues to 
step tq> a gear and move the baD 
purpoKnill)’ forward. 

The bearded Ben Cdpe 

dffnfyjtppearedfiieecHUhe right 

with timg for a prectsfon cross 
for Rtoinson's first goal from 


dose quarters, gwinggoalkeep- 
er Steve Dodson no chance. 

Dodson was only caUed upon 
to wial-g one frnther save, from 
the German Under-21 interna- 
tional Henning Tewes. before 
beh^ beaten again to Rtoinson 
as his defence was slow to clear 
their lines in the minute. 
London, with some gritty 
clawed their way back 
with Jiifian Soles finishing off a 
good mme by Luke Nolan to 
pull agoal back on the inter\'aL 
Oxford ccHitmued to show 
their stmetior ^iBs in a drab sec- 
ond >»an . Ion Pratt getting their 
third goal after 43 minutes, the 
London defence standing off as 
he moved into the circle to 
stoot chrot^ a ruck of plm'eis. 

tADdOB S Jseser.; -0 ' 

R ? A*. : Qa -iSfZ P hlstannae A | 

A :sspe. S w-nes. ; Sarsr. i • 
J Sdss. j 

OAfMlUMaEf sact:. ] 

A'AA7W.B3B^'d'nSra2;.nTiaes.:?S3. i 
sGooe,P.t'-!£3cM2.(‘.%ferssr-SAarwr. i 
IMaPar : “rgrae. 3 -'xr f.*edessi I 


ftUileties 

Judy Oates, the 37-ye8^oid CroydDn 
shot-putter, will make a record 73rd tn- 
(emational appsaranoe fOr Britain «i the 
indoor matth aplnst Russia in Krn>- 
ingham on 27 January, 
ca&v awsei lEui h tacM. dw NwtonM 

MBDor AlWH. Bbaihl^w. 27 JHuMry}; 
aOR M iMssMSt . SnntM i; 7 6Mener tSHBi. 
amw S Wbaa 0 T.«IW Orpfl. 4CIMc 

G BuHoA nw»i; w nyfton iWranx aoOsB E 
»<ng{Sgro Ra j;AH«ft>gtty1.1800nc*Wig- 
nv cGdQ: 1 aoew SOHb; ; Atar 

oeii <C«nKW. H Cai^/NnquaTl. aOsi bnnta: 
n Own IB^pMCl. a TiyCV rCM Gsnnar»j. 
MIKM nbM (AmiI bum*, >VBn, FAnso. A 
V^neson. K u:>«S tNorlalX orym] , P SMw 
iGEO. 2 Grarc f l g )1. 5 Brgfi (Ufc 

eipotfi. S P>:iaa fOVMkfl , c nowm 

iNeweni. FJmnsrg (StvtastufK 

T tap.’niiWnrM < , Mb wrtb II BtfCtOBS lOw- 
isy]. M aetfen iSaM.Sbee M flav iiNnnwn). 
S flewmg nUmer* Wuiiwu' BOn S DoupB 
rSais', w imttan iWnAort. 2O0 r c 
SWteatfy.MWirrHi*r4aOB68UewByi 
L Orum nvrauo. aoow n lar 
•Wndsar. A Pones iBabnasMi- ISOOob A (M- 
liCs iSaei. 0 G«sn lAnMwI. SOOfto; 5 M;- 
GesB fSnpnxf, s Bmey (&nMcMt. aOoi 

MrfSir JAi)ioMElSriHttttM>l,COatfl(B^ 
MIA. M4 Hm iOb|t Uw^k r«H(, Duu. 
AOiaHte wan. E suotfe riWffliwai. 
9flascr>di0)4n >lAJutMsPI^I*V'Br9nirvi, 
y OisMey '.b eUHa^ .lwEiyWg 3 lew cBvuv 
eeMJ.«awe«Kfl.TnpM>aMrMaiWi(tWo- 
eM.SAOEsan'aoHahijl.MewM LSM0t 
ff tj O Mmi. 1. KSwwsiSgaJ. gee J 0»e> Oq- 
C3rt>. V i^Ties ‘Sjsev 

Badmtirton 

JAPAN QFBt CMAimOMHIPS fral9BA 

MW lomj Uwaa ubImb BMedfe 

Hei)e<BA.'e:lnMnlb!liflUwn iCiwai 18-15 
lS-12; AanFido Meaaa bt A Piffter BU 15-2 
IB-1: 16-Janen van 0^ MO’i R Thamas to- 
roRBon Saw 15-U XS-a; AMMO NMoBR lodar 
WtOi (3ul) 15-3 10-15 18-2: Omg Oer««ri 
<T«) R Cfenen Mn aieEw lU 1&-5 15%; P 
fMo'^wer rtloti KOaneMCtftvddoi 15^ 
6-15 15-2; 0 KO 9( u Sares tCanr 15-4 
lS-13: A Bua Ktswna dndonr m P Jerun iDem 
15-10 1&« T SwMAjnAw t> A Hama 

nw iSfii 1569-13 156: Qne £i iBllo Pi <Maart 
K Uu ErtTonc aai 156 15X C Baatay lAuD 
9c J-F Mauw (Fit 1513 lS-91 tam K» Dwen 
(NKl te B GMa; (Frt 17-15 15-3. la An Hang 
« 9ect« Wbarase 15-5 256; J 
I so’lOaratRHw.'^Sun-noSMcn 1552510: 
HuZHian (C*nai bt UaaafHoVabe 153 13-4; 
E TTabos <Frt » nwe Kn ManA HoRRas <Sn0 
156 15-lft laa <5 for) R AA«an Mn 

(AM 156 1511: AM-A Saman Mrw iMaor) 
aT«aR.<D Soa 1512 157; PO^Cnert (Vatiyl 
r. I Hoora <SwT ^3 1512: 5m kgi tOwwi 
r iM .vai-cnn Hu i5-4 ie- 1 % p Kmfn 
■o; r. TbwiM Hgyasn 156 151ft PmA-brn 
Koycr lanm iDru n ran Koea lS-4 js-e; 

V •nerr sttea Maojsa 157 H-IS 
15U: J Oaw' <S««i ec Sts Ma -V 152 152; 

V HaOv-ig rttet at c (a Nsu iH) 151 159: J 

A’' Soanene st bn Ow-cnyrZ 154 

151: Raoca Sm R >::US« <0X91 356 
1518153: i^«iCanac6UTRBeviUS? 154 
153; Sj 9 '%~o >inea-> brSncp Bao 157 

156 Woww*! aft^aa. IM maW Karaka 
>one« S rjm Aioo« S2-10 11-4: U BsR <Siw> 
M Kana Ta«s 11-2 12-3; R Pabe’aon ac 

W<sSarg (to. 5X1 12 9 11-2: Ue MoTr.vt 
'Sl«' SY3Sja%!a« 31-710-12 11-7; Taoio 
IS3 s Tqr-eia tssiw 11-2 11-2: V*® Tw- 
■a R r.^ss>c S4-«rtBa» 11 -12 U-0 11-3: 

!■•£» r. urysa tiMn fCv-< 11-2 21-1: 0~Aao 

3a:5U 116 U-3. 


; Bashetoall 

dOfe Tnra 1C2 *r.s«-a lift Sun 99 Om- 
JT£ 90; C.-.ap il5 Pc«:fi3Sa 10« ; Sar Ar- 
o-c 121 SssST S7. 87 Oen*c S. 

Bcodiig 

A sshed'-iisc 12-round ofttC between 
Hecter Car3c.*sj, the former vastM 
cmr.pon. er>3 Sa: Lepez, was Oeciared 
a ZBcrn-ca' cte-jt -n Ryida on 7uesda>- 


when Camacho suffeied a deep cut n 
his head from an accidentsi butt in the 
second round- 

Crldiet 

Sirrppore will host its first toum- 

ment.stnBngutarlimited'OHeislDiAna' 
mem between IncBa, ftiosw end Sri 
Lertis, soon after the Wbrid Cuz>- The 
schedule is: 1 April, ReKistan v Sri L 8 n- 
la; 3 ApriJ, Sn LanKa v India; 5 ApnT, In- 
dia v Ws^n, with the final on 7 April. 

FootbaB 

FBCiag CHAWBP- Hawia^d <aiB6 23 ftn- 

U3>yr7.45l GWon V BOnsD)' PN I7eV4om> 
»wOr». 

TRANBFBb AM: MWfen IMAHa) Uwpod 
to SouiranvBn. 

eOWCACAP GOtP CUP tAnOllllB. Cam) Hat 
revidk Gnsp A: ftBWRBlB 3 (IVna» 2B. WM- 
BtMt 42. A99WI 45) Si Vincant and sw 
Ortwones a Mop G: UiMHl Sees 2 miynal- 
«S 64. BObw 76) B SaAnwO. 
oceAMzaicronee' laa^ecBiiwiMai 
Asciata 4 Setonnan lemB 0 . 

TUESMTS LOE IBU38b n Cka TMVMwiV 
nefrTBBadtanOfeSMhUGMEaUMlNa- 
wi 0 «Q4M IWaw^D SM Orar/ttenpam 
Foieaf. Mivaa4CPBtaca3(MttWeMV 
70 EWion orSDcMrd; Shmabwy 2 flaiam 
1 ESMwbuy at Aoma ID Uerpooft SMaiaa 
1 Man UU 2 fumnester (M aw)T D ReaiBrttL 
Cnrtilil» liwagwi I fw Saiaiie WmMow 
B rstf CnyC BnsU IM 2. TIM DNMoac CBt- 
liigui i 1 DancaaMr 2: lAnei 1 leynnOnem 
a Bara fcaotrii Iwria Pneriar PMMdr 
FM a 1 Abartaan 1: Woeianel O KSmamoefc 
1: Panefc 0 HOenan a SdMMi PM DAMm 
Aatiie 1 St Unen 3; OiRdalHnli 0 DwiOea 1. 
Sc uUM »Ba M Wdi e > iaunDu»U i2l^ftli<Bn- 
BDta 4 Sonav 2; SaftBiaW 3 RoiEar L Seoa- 
tWi TIM a Mbit AM 2 OowMOesth 3. 
Aftkwi NatlBfi*a Qrav C pwM); 
U»a 2 iSabMe pen 5. SBn S4) Caban 1 (N»e 
59l. Ome D (Pwt PBih1m»h- Uozenbique 1 
fTcD Tod ft Tinsa 1 (Ban ReAlassa 38. 15 
MMboI flMdfr (BafeuQ; labanon 1 (Gta- 
anan eo> Cyprus 0. Duteti Teafifi PSV 
EnMwi 4 me BMa 1. nanch laanM: Nca 

1 M ita a 0. sportM Cfap Peartb mad aa» 
awe laeneaOeail (Sabas 47) apwicombM 

2 iGab 24. Mw 25) cAMbo lOi 3-2 on af- 
mMa;. lM(w arWaiaa: Ban^r Ciy 2 Holy- 
nao Tomr 1. FA) Hwp Lanar Cop fM-mml 
lapM 9«eoun» 1 Sanreck Dmnsa IB- 
■tarCUpiM:PcMadoiin 2 laaald 2 in» 0 - 
dean Mon 53 01 penoifes after eM tana; at 
VWnttcrfMaatbBP-PeaibalaapMfMPI- 
vtalRE Dafby Cotfiiy 1 leads IRd ft SiitffieU 
Ubi 1 NpBs Oeuiiy 1; SieOiaW Wednesday 2 
wsAas2.5atcndIM»McapaaH»uCBy2MM- 
cOesbroupt 3; Couanpy 4 Roihadwi a Ann h>- 
ainanca Ca m b tH a n FItat P IMdb ; wiaiote 

0 man L FA vevtb Cm tlM mnd prep«; 
HeeApd ftp 1 Enfiafei 1; flymbutfi AtZria 2 Tdt- 
tenfum Hoespur 1 (flyneun at name n Oys- 
a/ Paiaeei. fMMMativa match: FA M l 
CoROnad Saiuees 0 tar MatMsFeB LHlaa FCt. 
fda fiMw FM nhWen; Sttwes 3 Baan 
Rners 2. CartMa Cm VM lauM Kapabn- 
on 5 Odbnf 3: vaadaig 0 Bdhep's Son- 
ton! 1. Carton Ttapfijp OM ron>± Banstaad 
2 tMhartttas 0. Beamc Hemas leatua 
SouOmh PMOwb Tiowbndea 3 Sam^iouine 
(LDrIlanaaaftatoMiaattOaHiev’STert- 
brd^ ft Atar Gteen 3 Man 1. Nora TMt 
Cematoa Laa^a Alt BMMe Neiiaaato Toon 
2 MattMoft 1 liaraifd IfotM Oeuntaa 
Isa^ Cep TIM raund; SpMng 3 Eynesbuiy 
2 .ito|BtSutMCieuB»laiieafMDMdaBi 
Avaa 0 HaaocAs 1. ba« AtMi iMgM 
afar Dhtotoa; 8sai Atonor Farm 1 Odd Dam 

1 •aiiiiw ranaiiilncitr nil 'a T'-'-'fr* 
tteutfi 4 sawnortei j leiun ssrun - togi. 

lee Hockey 

BmSH Arst PiaWtoa: Vjncrxso 

Sly* 9 Cvn sl a a Chela-:: L 


Derbyshire 
give backing 
to Malcolm 

Dertfysh^ members have vot- 
ed unanimously at their annu- 
al general meeting to send a 
message of support to Devon 
Malcolm. 

The 32-year-old fast bowler 
faces a heavy fine end a possi- 
ble ban for breaching his tour 
contract vrith the Tbst and Cbun- 
fy Cricket Board Ify critidsing 
the England management in a 
series of newspaper articles. 

Elaine Su^en, who pro- 
posed the Derbyshire motion at 
the meeting on TUesday night, 
said: “Devon might have been 
silfy in what he has done but 
there's no doubt that he’s been 
through one bell of a lime." 

Malcolm disagreed with the 
England manager, Ray llling- 
wortb. and the bowling coach, 
Peter Lever, over their attempts 
to alter his nm-up and action. 

Deibyshire's jnesidenu Guy 
Willatt, said the county decid- 
ed Malcolm bowled best flat 
ouL even if his wickets came at 
a bi^ price. “When we tried to 
make him bowl line and length, 
he couldn't bowl at aO," be raid. ' 


NM; ftoiiM 3 VtomiHS ft FMto 4 San Jose 
1: New Jmey 2 BoODn 4; PnpM0> 2 Cebnoo 
5; WWmpen 1 WincBiE 1 IBQ; 8 (Ail* 1 Eft 
menon 5; lee Anjme 5 Calpijr 5 Mf. 

W L T OF GADS 
PEMlil«l.....^7 14 3 217 149 57 
MiMM ,,20 18 B 135 140 46 

Puiten 19 17 6 145 152 44 

BriMp 18 22 3 129 144 39 

HmttM . 16 23 5 112 136 37 

Pdeiie B 33 1 97 17D 17 


Villeneuve eclipses 
sliding Hill in testing 


AnANnCPMSKW 
wyiMBiie— —29 


TMnp•B^r —18 
NewJanwjr -.— 18 


WESTERN CUB UUJ 
coniML DMsnm 
D*Mt 31 


PAOFie DIVISIDN 


11 8 175 13D 64 

12 4 155 118 60 

12 9 15B U4 67 

18 5 120 110 45 

IS 7 125 146 46 

22 4 116 115 42 

22 8 122 155 32 


9 3 161 93 66 

14 9 154 127 56 

16 7 143 131 51 

19 8 119 124 44 

22 4 leO 166 42 

22 10 U3 151 32 

33 a 177 327 56 
1711 163 151 43 
1911 158 35S 43 

22 9 134 149 39 

23 6 122 174 38 

25 5 132 156 37 

31 4 135 205 34 


Pools 

VB50NS: TMHb donem aaUB £11032880. 
23 S27.45. 21 £se;9o. mraes. 10 heaMK 
£680. Fh« «hm: £22606 
unuwoODS: TTeMe cIimm (no dart wnh 
24pCBI: aSpb £30037630, 22 £973.10. 21 
£110.40. 20 £11.56. 19 £4.16 Fow tfnwR 
£33.75. Uf bemM; £8.25. Fhw mrayK 
£362.46 

ZETTERS; TrtUe chMca; 23prt £7,4lSJ0, 
22 £47.25, 31 £630. 20 £0.66. Aw drawm 
£6600. EUM iHmem £2.06 Four Awwr 
£56.40. EMV Ste £6306 Bdrte Grtem 
£3.60 tor 25p (part on 160 aakl. Liidv mw: 
10353162313. 


Motor racing 


Damon HQl slid off the Esioni 
trade for the secamd day running 
during testing in Portugal yes- 
terday, as his WUiams-i^nauIt 
team-mate, Jact^es Villeneuve. 
preparing for his first season in 
Formula One, posted the 
week's fastest time. 

The W illiam:: went off the 
track as Hill attempted to ne- 
gotiate the tdcify S-bend of the 
2.709-mDe dreuit during a 
oionung session. As in his spin- 
off on Tuesday, the British dri- 
ver was unhurt. His car was 
lowed into the pits with scuffed 
from tyres, while Vnieneuve 
went on to record the fastest lap 
in Imin 3l.l4sec. Hill was sec- 
ond fastest wftb 1:21.17. 

Hill is not the only one hav- 
ing trouble staying on ihe iradL 
Michael Schumacher, who de- 
nied HDl the world champi- 
onship last season, also escaped 
injujy' when bis Ferrari bounced 
off a guard rail during testing 
at Horano, Itafy, on Tuesday. 


BRinBW: TMlP dam* 23plA £3.2 7 L 15, 
22 £22.56 21 £4.00. 2P 40p. hur (Mw 
£3335. Ftoa nays £63.76 ElEM boowB 
£3435. 


ib^by League 

St Helens arrajneed last nigit that th^ 
wU not lenewr the contract of their coed), 
Eric Hughe& Report have linked St He- 
lens vwith the Canbena Raiders’ assis- 
tant. Shaun McRea. 

Bfadfbfd Bidls ai 9 considenng whether 
to ate the captain, Shaun Ed- 
wards, over an tnddent which left h» 
oppoong scrum-half, Robbie Paul, with 
concussion on Tuesday night 

Rugby Union 

MM Kennck. twice captain of Sale, is 
leaung the Couags National Lea^ One 
dub 10 join Old Aldmnans, the North 
west Second Drv^on dub. 

SaDliig 

The teaders in the Cape to Ro race, who 
aie 350 fflHes south of Tnnidad, are en- 
peoed to cross the line on Saturday with 
Hasso Rattner’S 70-fboter; MorrungOo- 
ly: still leading. Second s Ludde Ing- 
vafi's Niceiette but m^ung up distance 
on both has been Piene Mas in the V.hit- 
bread 60, Corum. 

Another yacht beanng the Corum name 
IS Graham walker’s One Desi^ -18, 
nrtakirig its chanered first oubng at the 
itey West regatta in Honda. One De- 
si^ 48 vMin Its first race dtere fiom Jehn 
K^his m Abracadabra artd Kura Wor- 
thington m Wmdquest. 

Snooker 

GUANGZHOU AIASIERS (CtMS SMftflnota: 

T OragD lUaftai Dr P EtiCon (Eng 6-3; S Da.is 
(Engl DC Guo Hua lOnrut 6-1. 


The four-times world cham- 
pion Alain Prost climbed into 
the cockpit of a Formula One 
car again to take the McLarcn- 
Mercedes 14 times around 
the circuit, clocking a fastest 
time of 1:23.24. Pro^ known 
as “the professor^ for his dili- 
gent attention to detail and 
race tactics, is currently test- 
ing for McLaren as technical 
ac^nsor. 

He joined up with new 
McLaren driver. David 
Coulthard, last w-eek to test new 
componenis on last year’s chas- 
sis. CouJibard's Finnish team- 
mate, Mika Hakkinen. is still 
recovering from an accident in 
Adelaide last season in which he 
fractured his skull. 

The McLaren fflanagu.mcni 
confirmed that Prosi will not be 
a “ghost driver" in the cham- 
pionship. but will only help in 
the technical des'elopmcni and 
testing of the new car. 

The two teams, testing before 
the Formula One season begins 
in March, are due to be joined 
by Jordan-Peugeot this week. 


Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN OPBE pHaliawna) AIM's SinUDS, 
iBcond tiHWi: K Kuen iSihbijdi d*. 'AI feb- 
RE5K ISAI 6-1 53 6-6 U CHANG 'US'. X J 
Hlaeek (Swo 6-1 6-3 6-3: N KiAD (Savi X C 
Cm rsp) 53 6-3 6-3; TWooCDnaiiS ■£u£) c: 
9 UUvaen iC: Rew 53 2-6 6-2 E-4; G F^:.. 
(Fr) Dt 6 EB7«od (Ausi 6-3 6-4 7-C; M Tiiir.vn 
ISmi btC (^ 'Non 53 3-6 6-4 45 E-4. j 
COMER (USI Bt i ToMOi (USi 7-5 57 6-: 53: 
7 UARTVI lUSI n I? flSnebeiB 'U5i 6-3 7-3 3-6 
7-6: R KRAJICEK. INeini M F Feflerten >Dcr<i 53 
54 6-4; S Bryan lUSl Bt S SloBe lAusi 53 7-G 
51: P LAcErroe (USi (X A r/EDVEDEV RAji 0-6 
2-6 52 53 53: >P Ftowian Tn a S EOSe^ 
iSwei 54 3-6 45 53 53; T MISIlP lAuri Bi 
J FfDB 54 6-4 15 7-6; U Onarjsu i5). 
DI C Adana (USi 7-5 75 35 5ft J Bjcrtrr.:,:' 
iSnei (» 7 Henman iGB) 51 53 52: A AGAS- 
SI lUSi (8 V Spades (US] 54 52 5X WMea's 
NnUee, second ronnrt S Caac (US) (H S Cra.« 
BiDciBnan lAusi 53 7-5; S Appe lman s 'Bei; X 
I Sprtea (ftomi 5353; L Qm3b i3en a J P.*j^ 
|SA]53 7-6;TMUinBef Jms(U5iKA£.'-A.*. 
nova ilsn 57 6-4 52: N Aiendt It'S] b; S -a 
rma ihi 3-6 53 56: G SABATINl >Air.- r - 
HalaudM iSkMhi 6-4 53; I lAAJOU 'Uoa* b‘ 
LhtoNairUS>5353:MJFEPr»NDE USiO- 
M-A Sanenes Lenna iSpi 53 5ft N SA'.m- 
UA^ Oapani « L WUd |US> e:- 4 53: 4 
nia 'Jaoarii U A Deohatww-DfitrcT iF>, 51 53. 
r.*sEl£S'USlb:ASEiden>nov3'5i»»' 5:5l: 
C WJBUt >USl ttT KnZM 57 51 53: 

J Haiart-DKuBib -Fli br r ludh-u -Hi 6-3 0-i 

6- 3. l> Sc.aenOt IGeij M M N!>yac 'Japan 3.C 
52 5L- A Fusa (Fii M J VVaiMabe 'US' 7-6 

7- 6; 4 SANCHEZ VICAHO(SpiaiBPi»'er U‘ 
6-3 6-3. SeeetH posm <f> 
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SKI 

Hotline 


[Snow reports 


Oonrt U o u e Condttians Aiee 
(Lawef) (Upprt) apM 


Wejther Ftoreeest 


Dcox Alpes -....-br 

Le Cluwa xlosed 

VAiMm arbfieiai 

AUSTRIA 

KWMUrti naid 


SeM -...Thiti 

BardeneecMe ...^sed 

UnMM -.compact 

SMnrzERuuo 

WBKgan ham 

Ktoston -liaid 

NORIH AMERICA 

Kejntm pecked 

, Copper Mb* packed 


packed 73S 13.1 sinny 

packed 35S 13.1 sunny 

parted 45V» 12.1 sunnv 

masd 70^4 ai clear~ 

hard BSta 8.1 clear 

packed 9SS 61 dear 


patMd 10Cf« 7.1 

powdery 100"^ 12.1 

(xmdery lOC^c 13.1 


ftaid 60S 

Dftjrtei) :C0^ 


poHrte." tOft 
punter 


J03S ILl 


Be the tiTSi in (he Inow b (inti ttie 
besistuM' 

0:21 0891 333 110 

Accurals. 19 lo dale snow and A«a:her 
reports l;om ovei 100 resort; in 
tumps and North Amenca by p.ior'S 
sr (34 (Fsr a tax ispon please use a 
pficne sRached lo your bs maCunej 


France 
Austria 
Italy 

Spain & Akdorra 
Bulgabla & Romania 
North America 
SWIHERIANO 
SCETTLAND 


Cl I; ft Act: sre.-rif.*::- 

CA'-.-W'-e: 

SKIFAX 0897 300 330 
TheSkiF^cts 

’4:5C.'. » : :* j:.-. 
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£40,000 to be won 

See Page 22 


tennis 


Edberg says 


farewell to Australia 


Cronje crowns Eimland’s series defe 



DEREK PRINGLE 
reports tom Durban 
England 184 
South Afilca 185-5 
(S Africa win by dve tvAstets^ 


A deci^ pai^ership between 
the South African Qq^tain, Han- 
ae Qranje, and his young cohort, 
Jacques Kjallis, put ScMitb Africa 
on the road to victoty and with 
it secured the series afteraoodier 
fumbling performance from 



e pairtog took the home 
side from a shaky 9 for 2 to 127, 
a South African record for this 
wicket. Kallis, in particular, 
came of age, and bis 67 was the 
comfortal^ the dominant in- 
nings as Qonje shrewdly al- 
lowed him his head, thot^ he 
too went past fifty, albeit at a 
riower pace. 

Kallis is a lusty striker of the 
ball when the urge takes him, 
mainly to the oS; thou^ one on 
drive off Cork had all the faall- 
marks of one played tty Greg 
ChappelL However, dus urge 
got the better of him as he per- 
ished, caught by Hick at ae^ 
midwicket, as he tried to hoist 
DeHeitas for six. 

After their poor start South 
Africa did not panic as Cronje 
and Kallis cmeniUy went about 
their initial repairs, like students 
at an archaeological dig. That 
th^ bg^ some 17 nms behind 
Engla^at the 20-over stage did 
not seem to perturb them. 

When the moment came, 
they attacked by hitting clean 
and straight, though some but- 
teiy ^^h fingers doubtless 
helped smooth their accelera* 
don. i^ilip DeFreitas, in par- 
ticular, dropped a skier from 
Cronje that was always Jack 
Russell's catch as it spiralled 
down from among the flood- 
lights, and later Alec Stewart 
rotit the webbing between (be 
fingers on his left hand when he 
dropped a fierce pull from 
Kallis at midwickcl, a wound 
that needed stitching. 

England began far more for- 
tuitously than the}' bad last 
Tuesday, when the ball bad tra- 
versed every part of the ground 






The long walk: a desolate Alec Stewart leaves the crease as the South Africa players celebrate his cfismissal by Allan Donald at Kingsmead yesterday 


Photo^ph: Mike Hewitt/ASspoA 


long before the first IS overs 
were up. A wide ball from Do- 
minic Cork that Gary Kirsten 
would have di^tched dismis- 
sively for four in the last game 
suddenly found the edge. 

What had taken En^tnd al- 
most 30 overs to achieve at Cen- 
turion Park had arrived in the 
second over, a feat that quickty 
turned to celebration wliw An- 
drew Hudson was ac^udged Ibw 
two overs later as Cork won Ms 
appeal off umpire Dave OidhanL 

Having been put in Ity Crem- 


je, maunty because of rain beii^ 
forecast, England once again 
passed fifty, the third time they 
have done so in the series. But 
if aicb starts normally bode well 
for the whole innii^ Allan 
Donald’s thiee-wideet strike in 
14 balls downgraded atty early 
forecasts of a big total. 

In his second over he re- 
moved both openers: Michael 
Atherton ec^g a bMl that got 
too dose to him to cut, while 
Stewart squared up Mm a street 
pugilist was bowled cede and 


crop. Soon after, England's 

S 'i^t worsened ftutfaer. when 
raeme Hkk toed' a cut shot 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
in association with , 



that Dave Richardson caught 
diving low to his right 

Dmiald, who had been criti- 
cised in the locM prass for being 
too cosily for one-d^ cridtet 
must have wemdered at the in- 
eaact sdence of it In the last 
game at Centurion Park, Dcnald 
went for 72 tuns off nine overs, 
ttore at Kingsmead, he claimed 
4for41 from his fiiDqaota of 10, 
and En^and's top four to boot. 

He bowte from so wide of the 
crease that when he gets it 
right be has batsmen in two 
mmds over where their off 
stump is. Not so iefr-handers. 
and Graham Thorpe played 
him better than anyone by clip- 
pb^ him off his hips ^ore 
twice pulling him to square leg 
for four when the fast bovder 


dropped short England had 
164 on the board when he w^ 
SGctii man oat bowled bv' Craig 
Mattbew:s around htf le^ > the 
first of three England batsmen 
to suffer this indignity, the oth- 
ers being Cork and Darren 
Goi^ - having scored just four 
fours in his 63. 

So far in this series. Thorpe's 
lack of boundary hitting have 
been a feature of his inmngs to 
sudi an extent that of the 212 nms 
he has scored in four outir^ S2 
of them have come in fours That 
has meant his legs have carried 
hto fora I60of (henksoinething 
his some of Ms team-mates would 
do well to note. 

Judging by the big shots 
played in this series. Thorpe ap- 
pe^ to be England's onJv' ba^ 
men capable of knocldng tW 
Into gaps and picking up ^gles 
when under pressure, though 


Craig WMte, too, plm-ed senri- 

as the pmr put on 54 tag^ther. 

Picking up ringjes is some- 
thiof Australia appear to do 
supremely well, le^arty scor- 
ing more' than four an over 
when consoliciating the loss of 
a few wideets. 

It is a habit England seem 
aeons away from mastering, as 
evidenced bv* the paltry 71 runs 
they scored' between the lOih 
and 30th overs, but one they will 
have to learn fost if they are to 
feature in this year's World Qip. 

It will be p^cularly import 
tarn if the old ball starts to re- 
verse saing as it did yesterday. 
Saddled with trying to hoist 
England's total above 200. the 
lower order bad few answers to 
the inswin^g yorker. With 
RusseD not foere to guide them, 
England lost their last four 
wi(^t5 for 20 runs. 


Durban scoreboard 


I (Sdutti AHs won toss} . .. 

J . SIGLAND 

; *M A Mhenon c Eartaidsasi 
! b DonM' ...........JL? 

A JSseaiortb Donald ..-...........^.31 

R A Smim e RidianJson D Donate ..3 
GAHckcnclwnJsanbDonau ,...6 
GPtheip^bMaahevs 

CWt«ebraioek .... — 16 

tR C Russeli run out — — .....Jn 
OGCoikbMaQtiews 
P A J O^cestas b PoOodi . j 

0 G(n^ 6 de VilGers 3 


: PJ Marannotout 2 

Extras (bX, me, w6} — ..4.3 

iMafftaSorars) 


on toss} . SOUTH AFBIOA.. ^ j.- - - 

O A C Hudswi »wb Com 

• GWreieneftusseubCc!V:.;'^,4-'4^^ 

I!r \i7 nvjCmrilB bWhas 

a ........ — .A J H Halte c Hch 0 Ptfi W Ma 

— 31 gwMcMiteneHcfcfrOsftiiBih 

nbOonaW ..3. j n Rhodes rwt oui - — ■ , 
bDonau „..6 sM Mock not out 
s .........W...33 Extras iTb 3, nS, 

, — 16 nmri 4,432 

— 21 2.9, 3.12?: . ■ 

<* . J vBias. C B Man«Mss4.A A 

3 


PREVlOUSIIIfflCa^ 
CapelbMnESoiiniJUHsswwIiy’C^;.;] ‘‘ 
RDM. South AAu 211-8: " 

205. '■ 


I FbK l-Sl, 2-Sa, 3«L 4-78. 5-132, miiekH^ Sbuto AMca 26?;^ 
■a-m 7-170. 

Bowfei^ Polock 10.^31-2: itenhews 3 wictob, England 19B-8; South 
1 10^-1-37-2; de VHBers 93-0-35-1; Africa 199^7; . 


Oonc8diaO-41-«;McMtan3<}'3&0; PraUxtefi^AMra^m 


!Oon^2-D3-0. 


sts. En0SAd.272-8; So«iAlkin9%^' 
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Vesterdays Sotnikm 


Euro 96 hope for Cantona and Ginolal 
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Aimd Jacquet the France coach, 
lairt night opened the door for 
Manchester United's Eric Can- 
tona and Newcastle's David Gi- 
nc^ to force their way into his 
European ChampkmsMp i^an& 
The pair looked to have been 
virtually ruled out of next sum- 
mer’s tournament in Eiigland 
when Jacquet lefr them out of 
his 17-man squad to face Por- 
tugal in Paris next Wednesday 
' toe first of six friendlies lead- 
ing up to toe finals- 
But Jacket admitted: "Gi- 
QC^a and Cantona are of in- 
ternational calibre - I can’t 
shunt them aside. But every- 


th q^ will depend on their out- 
put between now and Euro 96." 

for the time being, Jacquet is 
prqiaied to stand tty the yenn^ 
players who repla^ Cantona 
daring his ei^t-month world- 
wide tan and helped Hanoe into 
the last 16. The French coach 

also accused Gincda of an attitude 
problem, claiming: “Hb behav- 
iour i& difGcult to understand. 
He’s a player of moods. 1 don’t 
want that. Fve always said I 
don't want moorty pla^is. If he 
comes, it's witiiout (fictating what 
happens. Then well see.” 
Cantona was appointed cap- 
tain by Jacquet but was stripped 
of that when he mcened his sus- 
pension. ‘’Why should I bring 
back Omtooa when two young 


players of quality' have so bril- 


liantiy taken part in our quali- 
fication?" iacQuet added. 


fication?" Jacquet added. 
"Putting them aside now would 
be absurd. They are the players 
in a strong position." 

In Cantona's absence. Paris 
St-Germain’s Youri Djorkaeff 
- like Cantona, happy in either 
a striking or attaemng midfield 
role - and toe Bordeaux play- 
maker Zinedine Zidane have 
both produced superb dis- 
piajQ. 

Ilie Dumitrescu will end his 
Tottenham sojourn by joining 
London neighbours West Ham 
today in a £1 Jm deal But af- 
ter sibling their second fore^ 
international in a fortnight, 
FMm must wait for the Ro- 


manian World Cup forward to 
be given a new British work per- 
mit, and that could take at 
least two more weeks. 

The Croatian centre-back 
Slaven Bflic, trixo joined 
Ham from the Bimdesliga ade, 
Karlsruhe, for a dub record 
£l,6i5m, is also awaiting a worit 
permit applied for 10 1^0. 

frfoik Whltefs. the 32-year-oid 
former Endand winger, has 
joined Southampton smer bmng 
ghen a free tnmsfer by liveipooL 
Bristol City diredois y^ter- 
day promised a full inquiiy af- 
ter hundreds of ticket-hol ding 
fans were denied ent^ to Tbes- 
day night's deitty with Bristol 
Rovers at Ashton Gate, won 
2-0 by Rovers. Those wito tick- 


ets found roeoes Mock^ 
way into toe ground, and a 
male steward suffered a hibkn 
leg as gales were forced Qpra. 

Tlie European CommisSioo : 
is to ad: the govenusgbocty of .- 
European football, Ueia» to ' 
tomply with the. ; 

Court of Jnstioe^s nilh^ on.. . 
transfers and foreign .|Nay^. 
and would iafce_”necKsaiy > 

sates" If 'Deia did.ndt' do sk: * 
‘T^obot^ in the [Ei^peaa.]-:. 
Union is above-.toe iaw," .n.-. 

Gnmmissirin ^kesmao S^'. 

A Uefa spokesman re^xm^.v 
ed tty sayii^ the lisut-of-toi#.v 
foreigners and two “a^mflate^.'. 
[risers had ‘^voitedty^ m 
cent years, and we don’t see lhh; ~ 
need to change r^. ' ■ . 


It’s 00 the nay to Puis (2. 51 


Equipmeot broi^t up by 
anny corps, for rostaaoe (4} 
Knmring about war poei 
(frisfa)(^ 

Photographic method which 
icveals oustakc by eiteaty? (4- 
5) 

Mao with yen to start weO 
earned rest - as 'mqjractical 
(5. 5) 

SdcDce which is iestu]& ia a 
very 'important scose (9) 
Cuimh^ wQes ia which there's 
a pohiL at all events (91 
rason who must have got off 


ACROSS 22 

1 BcQ oriGsnaOy produced one 

ring (9) 25 

6 Qaidcoei’s task is hard work 

9 arranged by a doctor in 
Misoim(5) 

10 It’s a real chai^ for company 27 
to mtrodiioe safety device (4- 

S1 28 

U Gms om er omnisatioo? (6, 4) 

12 ^AWaniina]Bdose(4) 

14 AlotofwatersioshiDgabout 
in our e:diaiisi? (7) 

15 Oner for scurruMis novd set 1 


Irritating oonditioa Td mis- 
treat, perhaps? (10) 

Bum mstraments found on 
American caia? (9) 

Don't insist on haring first 
number in Western Avenue 


Long period of time ending in 14 
GnisUation (S) 

Itisii^ yet |i^am appeals al- 16 

most certain to put in tempo- 
rary ruler (9) 18 


England must face Black Sea bapti^ 




in European Pnliamcnt {7) 
17 Lfoseitn^ spread ofletoo fay 
ccn^irl (Amcticao) (7) 

19 Give an account of market 
arrangement yicldh^ partial 
retutn (7) 

20 Chib member, an oqKTt (4) 


DOWN 

Afraid to bring m material 
with end tom oEf(^ 

Oncted wi± pla^ layer and 


the n^t train (ty 
One evenine in Greece, divine 
(7) 

At borne, about to have tea 
wftfa friend (5) 

Smell GomiK from sports cen- 
frc(5) ^ 


Tided person? (iO) 
PoUcewoman k teiidcr. re- 
strict^ formality for the most 
jBirtfTT 


^bowling to induce dii- 


a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 


keied for a Wedeend for two b a Varies Wdb Country Hotel 

esus con 39p per unnitecfae^ rale. 49p^miniiieau ocher tmis. . 

Wnaen wdl tie selected at ranoom liom all c or r e d entries rccebml. No caai altanative. Normal Nr 
li^ng mtf^Wy.Fdi'tmsdnaskMisfinaL WfanennarrigeairbeobtaiDedtysepdingaDS^io- 
^^mcd. Uml A Bow House. St Prtecs Road, Maidenhead SU 7QU 


England's mcoming mani^er 
will have a Black Sea baptism 
when his new charges open 
their World Cup qualifying 
campaign in Moldova in Sep- 
tember, while Scot^d travel to 
Vieima in what could be a cru- 
cial encounter against Austria 
at the end of August. 

Teny Venables has present- 
ed his successor wito an opeo- 
11^ qualifier on 1 September and 
a dimax in Roma a gainst the 
Qroin> 'Vvo favourites, Itaty, 14 
months later. 

But the FA delegation left 
Warsaw with a balanced sched- 
ule, ufudi could prove a plus 
point in their search for a new 
coach to take on the diailenge 
of a group which includes 
Poland and Geor^ 

The new man will have three 
Premiership games in which to 


assess and assemble his first line- 
up but Vfaaables, svbo is so far 
abiding by his decision to resign 
after toe European Champi- 
onship fiimls, said: Tt was un- 
avoidable to start this way. 
Ideally we would have liked to 
pl^ at home, but with the way 
the foEtures were dropping we 
could then have ended vritfa 
three aw;^ games on the trot. 

**]t’saU about Krtiiig the 
ance ^ht. with four other 
countries all tiying to do the 
same, and 1 think we have man- 
aged thaL” 

Moldova beat and 

Geotm in the European Chamr 


are holdhig out little hope of 
matchiiig England. “Iris impos- 
sible for us to beat them,” their 


coaci^ Ion Caias, sakL "nEi^and 
andZt^afecteariaTO u rite sI nxn 
a group whid) will be very diffi- 
cult for us. Every game is a great 
oocaacm for us but this will ta the 
hugest because Digland is toe 
fotoer of football." 

England follow u{> with a 
home game against their by now 
traditional rrv^ Poland, and 
the perilous tifo to Geor^a in 
November. They resume 
gainst Italy at in 

Februaiy, taving ruled out an 
Easter ^une at the behest of a 
Premiership anxious to protect 
its holidaty sdiedules. 'Ilie FA 
chief executive, Graham Kelly, 
has negotiated free weekends 
before all bar the April, 1997 
Wembky game agamst Georgia, 
whidt is followed by the most 


treacherous-looking of the 
games, in Poland on 31 May 
The Scotland ooadu Ci^ 
Brown, emergad from med- 

ing in Vienna with what s^ms 
a fovourable hand, trithont toe 
havingtopl^aity ties before tire 
European Qiau y ioi^p finals, 

opening at the Ernst Happel 
Stadium on 31 August, baiwa 
fortni^t after toe start Of - 
Scottish League seasoa 

”We are satisfied with Our- 
schedi^e," Brown said. *^e 
have had tough awa^ m2tch<s 
at the start of previoiis c^- 
paigns and have emet;^d suc- 
cessfully from toe groups. We 
went to Finland at the start c/f 
the campai^ for Euro 96 and 
won 2-0, was a 1^ factor 
in making it to England.” 
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>3 Dears nasaf ane sirjs ssngesfiOf: 
sttei'^fiesneedscheetidfian 


Help painful blocked sinuses disappear 
with double action Sinutab. 


Few things are more painful than the headaches caused by blocked sinuses. Specially formulated Sinutab with its double 
action acts quickly to relieve the pain and case the cortgestion. What's more, Sinutab Nightime will also aid restfiil sleep 


irSA 











